VERTVES 
Common-wealth: 
OR 
THE.HIGHWAY TO 
HONOYR. 


Wherin is diſcouered, that although by the dil- 


guiſed craft of this age, vice and hypocriſie may be 
concealed : yet by Tyme (the triall of truth) 
it is moſt plainly reucaled, 


Neceſſary for age to moue diligence, profitable for youth to ſhun 
rr wantonneſſe : and bringing to both 225 de- 4 
fired happieſſe. 
Maud curo inuidiam. 
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Honourable Robert Lee, Lord Maior of 


the honorable Citie of London : And to 
the Right n 'or ſhipfull the Alde: men 
his brethren, 


Am not 1 (Ri ht Hono- 
rable and right worſhipfull Se- 
#| nators) of yo =" 44 of this 
5 $296, which is, that ſuch as write 
8 bookes do vſe to dedicate the to 
ſome worthy perſõ or other, vn- 

der whoſe protection they might palle with 
more ſafetie from the byting of the enuious : ſo 
that many times a light diſcourſei is gract with 
a iudiciall cenſor: Iwas therefore imboldned 


to obſerue the ſame Method, and that chiefly \ 


becauſe l knov true Vertue loueth vhatſoeuer 
is like it ſelfe be it neuer ſo little, and accepteth 
what is zealouſly offered, though not alwayes 
deleruingly excellent whe baſe deiected minds 
want wiſedome & experience to direct the pu- 

A 13 ritie 


"4 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 


ritie of iudgement. And although I haue ſcatte- 
red here and there ſome ĩarting notes and harſh 
conſonants,vntunableto a modeſt eare: yet the 
vglines of vice made me ſtriue to paint out her 
Janus-face to the eye of the world. Alexander re- 
fuſed not a cup of colde water at the hands of a 
ſilly begger,the poore widovws myte was more 
accepted then the abundance of the Scribes and 
Phariſes, for ſhe offered all that ſhe had, they of 
their ſuperfluitie:ſo a noble mind doth alwaies 
patronizea poore gift as willingly, as it is de- 
uoutly dedicated. If in like ſort your bounties 
wil deign to giue free admittance to this home- 
ly worke, I ſhall be prouoked not to end with 
this my rude beginning, but ſtriue ro ſhewe 
ſome greater monument of my loue heereaf- 
ter. And thus leauing to trouble your wiſe- 
doms with tedious circumſtance, I rather abre- 
uiate of that I would ſay, then by ſpeaking too 
much to breed ſuſpitiõ of my ſimple well mea- 
ning. And ſo l humbly commit your affaires to 
the good guidance of the Almightie, and my 


ſelfe to yout fauourable cenſures. 


* 


Tour Honors and wor ſhips moſ 
dutifull to commannd, 


Henry Croſle. 
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To the curteous Reader. 


Ala had bronght this poore labour of 
4 idle houres to « follperied gentle 


pur peſed to haue — to 
the world like an Orphane , 4 
e 7 untimely borne) 
ring it was — — —— for 


2, laſt age ,wherin iniquitie doth ſo mach 
1bound;and 227 much the ——— ſo inflant 4 7 
vnto by ſuch as laue au abſolute intreſt in me 
I was content to ſend it to the Preſſe andca fl my ſelfe = 
1 cenſure.1 muſt com ſeſſe it u very vnſcholler like 
* — 2 wa- 
m, te corred# againe 


ecies caſti 
—— and * H diſſwaded from ths 
ate — that chiefly becauſe — gr owne 


— Venue: yet 
e — and the whole — of Syco- 
with therr —_— and ſpitefol 
— + 7 1 17 to monthes 
it — — — & let them 5 


—— — orig ibo wilt di- 
flinith read, & not raſbly indge thou ſhalt — worth 
the noting, Here u Vertue he way to honor: Vice and 
lenorance exanited with wvaine- * — and good lit- 
tratare wrapped in with ponertie: Machauile, writing bookes 
gain honellie: Idleneſſe,drunkennes,co the groſſe errors 71 


To the curteous Reader, 
* earneitly reprebended. But if ibos doolt patiently 


it will animate a groſſe conceit to ſet 

pains that may foewe eee 
gr mind toward thee hereafter. In the weane time let 
— fir it labour be one little Hep whereby 1 may aſcend in- 
, and that that u weake and inanthenticke, 

22 7 5 5 Paſſe is ower ſo ſhals thaw recom. 


my traue we to regune thy ſanaar. But if 
tos art yy nd eyes to halt 4 
> orga x. 7 — 4 and 
1 my Alpha, ie Omega. 


Henry Crofle. 


mon-wealth : or the high-way to honour. 

He fame eternized Tal, in his booke 

| of duties ſetteth downe, that the tea» 

7 ching of any docttine, which is to be 

2 taken in hand in due forme, the exor. 

dium muſt begin with a definiti6,that 

the life of the ſubiect whereof the dif- 
— courſe doth run, may the bettet be vn- 

derſtood. Vertuc, is an elected habit, ot a ſetled qualitie, 

cõſiſting in a meane, & that meane ſtandeth in the midſt Vewegdeb. 

oftwo extreams, the more, & the leſſe,and this that ſome . 

laudable action, which by no other name can be termed 

— —2 title of Vertue. Vice is oppoſite to Ver- 

tue, a habit of the minde annexed to nature, not ſtriving 

with reaſon, an inconſtant deſire in the whole life: ro 

belling againſt honeſtie: which two affections, growe 

vp to a habi — Y—— — Vice defined 

ſen by the rat partes, and when by cuſtome the 

will is ſetled in the courſe of either, the whole diſpoſi- 

on is carried to good or bad. 

The Stoikes, call Vice and Vertuc, Animals, li- Exe. 
uing creatures, becauſe by them a man is diſcerned, for var virus, 
in reſpect of Verte, a man is ſaid to be a man, which is 
the Erymologie of the word, and 1 reſpeR of / ice, tobe a 


Vertues Common-wealth, 


& » - f 
_ 


. the, Marfok; aalannet is | by 
good tutom, reading good Bookes, and exerciſe, from 
is flovectly wiſedome, ſcience, prudence, memorie. 
The latter commeth by cuſtome and vſe, for theſe two 
are ſo forcible, as by ita man may get him a ſeeond na- 
ture, and this worketh this thing called Afar, in the 
viateame parts, and is the mother of Liberalitie, Forti- 
tude, and of all good manners. | 
The divinc eſſenes of the foule,beho]gderh nathing 
with contentment; but the perfect Idas of Yertars be- 
ing ſo pute and excellent, as ſhe onely aymerhar per 
fee happineſſe, if the corruption and diſobedience o 
ee did norcontaminate & defile her. And there- 
fore the Philoſophers ſay, he ſhe is in the company of 
good men ſhe poſſeſſeth ioy, bat among euill, is euer- 
more in heauineſle : for the ſoule is occupied in hea» 
nenly contemplation, and delighted to know her Crea- 
tor, his omnipotent maieſtic and power, the workes of 
nature : but being impriſoned followes the bodics in- 
clination,and by x meanes is kept backe from the ha. 
uen wherevnto it would moſt willingly arriue. But ac- 
cording toa Chriſtian expoſition, the verie faculties of 
the ſoule, are ſo eſſentially defiled with Adams tranſ- 
greſſions, that it hath no power to thinke one good 
thought, or beget an acceptable motion, before it he re- 
enerated and borne anew; for Chriſtian Vertue ſtan- 
deck in Faith, Hope, and Charitie, not faſhioned ac- 
cording to Philoſophie; but to haue him the Author, 
which is both truth and righteouſneſſe. | 
we 


Vertues Common-wealth. 


We muſt notreft then ypon the morrall vertue,and 
make that the chiefe good, which are bu to 
clyme vp therevnto, as the wiſe Heathen ; for 
y- pros doctrine, was but to faſhion the outward 
man to ciuill obedience, making that the end which 


miſteries, difference, let 

himſelte, vpon ſuch a ſandie and ſhallow foundation, ii 
he will ſtand ſure - but build on Chriſt the Rocke, the 
bright ſtartę of the immortall maieſtie, on him to caſt 
Anchor, puriſie the in ward parts, and digge vp that 
danghill of filthineſſe, deriued from originall corrup- 
tion. Mans happineſſe ſtandeth not in ho- 
nour, not in the of Fortune : but onely in thoſe 
holy Vertues which proceed froma pure heart. This is 
the plaine pathway to ſanctitie, and immortallitie, Vice 
ſincking downeto hgll, the one, with Eagle-winges 
mounts vp to heaue ; the other, clogges the ſoule with 
_ thoughts, benumming her dexteritie, tor ſo high 
a flight, 
t to proſecute my intent, which is to handle the 
morrall Vertues. and lay open the parts of humanitie, it 
wil not be amiſſe to touch by the way, the foure chiefe 
and ptincipall Vertues, called cardinall Vertues, as Pre. 
dence, luſtict, Fortitude,and Temperance, which are diſtin- 
guiſhed one from the other by their ſeuerall properties, 
all conioynein one, and make a vnion- For though Yer- 
tue be ſubſiſting in one ſingle being, yet becauſe of di- 
uers workes, ſhe is deuidable, and albeit many ſprig 


gtowe out of theſe fourc braunches, yet is ſhee called 
B 2 Vertne 


 Prodence. 


- —  - — ů — — — — 


Vertues (ommon-wealth. 
Yertse in the ſingular number. 

Prudence, 1s a certaine brightneſſe ſhining in the 
minde, by which the light of truth is deſcried, foreſeeing 
what is fit to be done true affeion, labouring by rea- 
ſon to finde out the quallitie, and to iudge what is iuſt, 
fic, honeſt, — — good, not oncly adui- 
ſedly looking to the firſt motiue cauſe : but allo to the 
— finall endes, by this the preſent felicitie, 
and infelicitie of this life, is ſweetly tempeted, and all 
things ordered in comelineſſe. 

Whoſoeuer raſhly ſetteth vpon his buſineſſe with · 
out her, ruſheth vpon the rockes of errour, and by his 
owne headie opinion commeth ſoone to ruine : be- 
cauſe it is im e to effect any thing well, vnleſſe he 
be guided by her light, neither can hee be able to diſ- 
— — ul, things profitable, from thinges 
preiudiciall : but as a blinde man doth venterouſly tra- 
uaile without a guide, and at euery ſtep readie to ſtum- 
ble: ſo hee that is ignorant in plotting his affaires, wa- 
deth in darłeneſſe, wherein cucry ſtorme of triall doth 
ouerturne his pollicie. 

A prudent man, is ſo cautelous and vigillant, as wel 
in the conſideration of ſdre · paſſed daungers, as in pre- 
iudicating perilk to come, that he meeteth with euerie 
miſchiefe, and is not ouertaken, with ne hut au, had 
I wiſt, for hauing ſet his reſt on a firme ground, doth not 
doubt but ex t repẽt in the end, but teioice in the 
whole action: ſo that ſhe regardeth things paſt, preſent, 
and to come, and bendeth her force to that part that is 
needfull, to defend the weakeneſſe of reaſon, and when 
ſhekath drawneour the plot, which honeſtie doth re- 
quire,committeth it to Sepience,whch as a hand-maide, 

is 


— 
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isreadie to execute that in the outward worke , which 
before was determined. The main difference berweene 
—— 

an 

that in action. For as by realoning,reading,and conuer- 
ſing with wiſe men, a man may vnderſtand much: yet 

ithout practiſe all is nothing. Before a Phiſition doth 
miniſter to his Patient, he ſearcheth into the nature of 
the dileaſe, and acquaints himſelfe with the ſtate of 
the body, which hauing once found out, it is to no end 
if hea — ö — — 
the on with his potion: Soi tade- 
fuſed — things, and as it were ſuch a collec- — 
tion, as by it the vnderſtanding is bettered, and no out- ,, eee 
ward demonſtration, it is as treaſure hid in the earth jug ater. 
and ſerues for no _ — 
prudent man by, 1 vniu d, En. 
nn ed too and fro in * 
miſerie, if he reioyce in theſe afflictions, and patiently . 
beare the croſſe, the ſame is a prudent man, and his ſuf- 
fring maketh it a meane to him: but when a man is cha-. 
ſtiſed either in body or goods, and will not ſuffer 
without griete and murtering, the ſame is a vitious and 
imprudent man. To be briefe, ſhe is the tight diſpoſer 
of all things, an enemie to ignorance, the key of know - 
ledge, which openeth the rich treaſure of diuine and 
humane things; doing nothing but that which is right, 
iuſt, and praiſe-worthy. 

Iuſtice, is a vertue that giueth to eueryman his owne, fe. 
the firſt and principall part whereof is, and euer was, to 
doo God that honour which is due to his divine maie- 
ſtie, oonſiſting in feare, loue, & — foras _— 

3 W 


Tortitude. 
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will equally tender to every man his one, & bring diſ- 
cording things to an equalitie, by conſidering the diffe. 
rence betweene them: ſo much more and moſt of all, 
it is moſt iuſt, to loue God, of whom wee haue all that 
we haue, and being periſhed by originall corruption, 
were eftloones recouered, by the ſufferings of his ſon: 
this part of Iuſtice, ought to be imbraced with other at- 
fectiõ than the Heathen, who wandring in the darknes 
of ignorance,know not God as he is. A iuſt man couc- 
teth not that that is an others, but rather neglecteth his 
_ — the good — the — with : 

reedic humor, doth incroac n his ncighbors poſ- 
Con. Without Iuſtice, no — if ubliſt for all — 
tues are comptehended vnder the name of Tuſtice, of 


Vvhich a man is ſaid to be a good man, for all the other 


vertues cannot małe a man good, if Iuſtice be abſent. 
Tuih calleth her the Lady & Queen of all other vertues; 
by her is the ſocietie of man preſerued, the moſt excellẽt 
bleſſing that euer Cod gaue to man was, to be gouerned 
by Iuſtice, which bridleth the hot fury of the wicked, 
comforteth the innocent, & equally decideth between 
Meum, & Tus, And he that is exerciſed herein, his mind 
is lifted vp to theapprehenſion of greater wiſdome. Fot 
howſoeuer the world is troubled with hurly burly, yet 
the quietneſſe of his minde is no whit diſtracted, but re. 
ſting in ſecuritie, ſmileth at the worlds turbulent ſtate, 
Finally it is a bloud in the vain, giuing life to the whole 
body, the head of all vertues: for of her ſelfe ſhe may do 
my things, but without her the reſt can doo nothing 

rightly. 
ne is a greatneſſe of mind, which without fu- 
rious or raſh reſolution, fearech not to hazard it ſelfe = 
e 


the greateſt perils, and with eager purſuite to hunt after 
honourable actions, thirſting after glory, not reſpecting 
the tedious difficultie of the paſſages therevnto, to en- 
counter wiih dangers, wade through the myſtic clouds 
ef darknes, & willingly endure all bitternes of fortune, 
for the ſafegard of the country, ſuch were Scipiones, Fa 
by, Alcibiades, Hannibal, c&c. who by their valour & great 
wes, reached to the top of honour. Neither is true 

ortitude meaſured by the compaſſe of a great body, 
nor by dooing great enterpriſes , in reſpect of the 
huge ſtature, but by a fierce and couragious ſpirit, ſtri- il ct 
wing in a good cauſe, the cauſe is all, it is not the torment ved 
that maketh a Martyr, but the cauſe for which he ſuffe - Maryr. 
reth. So that to ſpeake — — is that which 
is granted vpon good cauſe, & poſſible to be atchieued, 
ſuch true valour was in David, who could not abide to 
heare the name of God blaſphemed by ſuch a monſter 
as Colah, & therefore knowing God would aide his en- 
—_ he relyed not ypon his one ſtrength, but caſt 
off all vaine glory, for when matters are rightly attemp- 
ted, many ſtraungeaduentures proceed, euen as it were 
by myracle : a iuſt & honeſt cayſe maketh a man bolde, 
hardie, and venterous, to ſtriue againſt one of greater 
force; as King A4x.mder, being of [mall body, tought 
handto hand with Perrus, — was a more mi 
man it is not then any great perſon or huge Colloſſe, 
chat can triumph — - 

The Romaine Scipio was wont to ſay, no man ought 
to leuie war, or fight with his enemie without juſt cauſe 
offred: but if hee were prouoked by an iniuſt intruſion, 
it booteth not to tarry til they come, but interceptthEin 
comming, for ſuch cauſe giueth encouragement to ſet 
vponthem freely. As 


Vertues (ommon-wealth. 

As when our common enemies in 88. with their Spa. 
The$panity Diſh braues meant to haue inuaded our Territories,and 
came armed with inſtruments of tirannie to inſult ouer 

our nati6, and to bring our necks into a Spaniſh yoake, 

it pleaſed God to abate their pride, and turne their cru- 

elties into their owne boſomes. Heere was cauſe to 

make a coward valiant , and the frarefull forward to 

fight, becauſe he was compelled to take vp weapons tor 

his owne (afetie;and he that will not defend himfclfe, is 

not worthy to liue in peace, elpecially when his wife, 

children, father,mother,brothers,ſiſters, yea the whole 

Countrey is in daunger ro be torne and rent in peeces 

by ſauage and mercileſſe tyrants, When it is ſor a com- 

mon defence, is not hea wretch that will fit ſtill and ſee 

his mothers throate cut ? What if he dye in the con- 

flict? were he not better to dye honourably like a Mar- 

rand ſouldier of Chriſt. then liue to ſee the ruine and 

eſolation of his whole Countrey? wherefore no man 

ought to er or faint ata good cauſe, but bee the 

more imboldened, becauſe it giueth good encourage- 

ment. We may call to mind, and we cannot remember 

it too often, the ouerthtowe they then had, not ſimply 
in reſpect of our owne proweſſe, but by the aſſiſtance of 

a higher power, we being but a poore handtull to their 

— multitude; they came like Briarius, threatning the 
Hhceauens, and caſting mountaines at Jupiter; yet theyr 
— tytle of inuincible was — , to — 

| ame, and our glory:this we may thinke vpon with re- 

.- ucrence , but aſcribe the — the victorie to him 
by whoſe meanes it was wrought. If warre be leuied 
without cauſe, or ifone man ſhall be ſo foole - hardie to 
attempt things impoſſible, and preſume on his ſtrength 
| to 
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toaſſaile a ny, beyond hope to vanquiſh, it is 
no maruaile, if the { Mellor rain his Jefire, for 
Ne Herculus contra duos, For Hercules himſclte held it 

oddes to deale with two : but when forthe common 
good of the Countrey (as I ſaid before) any man ſhall 
yndertake — —— to free it o — im- 

minent perill (if ſent by imperiall commaund) though 

he — the 221. 70 for that hee 5 — 

with true Fortitude, doth winne immortalitie: as the 

three Romans called Decij, who for the doſ thei: 
Countrey auowed to dye, and with reſolute and vn - 
daunted courages, pierced the hoſt of their enemies, 
and though they loſt their liues, yet by their out ex- 
ample gaue ſuch audacitie and courage to the reſt of 
the Romaines by prouoking them forward, as they ea- 
fily obtained the victorie, which was ht to be vn- 
conquerable. I might ſpeake the like of \Marcari- 
us, Curtius, Marcus, and which dyed moſt wil - 
lingly for their Countrey. I mightrecite here alſo a Ca- 
talogue of thoſe valorous Engliſh Knights , that haue 
honourably yeelded vp their lives in the field ot Mars, 
fortheir Princeand Countrey : but that I intend not 

now to makean Apologie of this Vertue, but referre it 
to a Treatiſe of Tuſtice, which I ſuppoſe ſhall ſucceed 
this worke , eſpecially vpon the improucment of this, 
God giuing mee time and quietneſſe of minde to per» 
forme that. 

This manlineſſe is a Vertne that fighteth in defence 
of equitie and iuſt dealing: but we neuer finde that any 
man got true praiſe and honour by raſh furie, for no- 
thing is honeſt thar is voyd of Iuſtice. He that is haſtie 


to ſurpriſe a man, & ſoone moucd to impatiencie with- 
C out 


True valour 

ſtandeth nor 

in vaine qua- 
vellung, 
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out iuſt cauſe cauſe doth rather merit the name of leaud 
boldneſſe, then manly courage, becauſe this Vertue 
ſtandeth in honeſtdeeds,and not in vaine glory,and be. 
ing truly carried, ſerueth as a hammer to beate downe 
thoſe Vices , that oppoſe themſelues to the beautie of 
erte, which chiefly doth appeare, when preferment 
doth lift a manaloft,by imbracing humilitie, and ouer- 
comming pride, which ſoone creepes vpon the aduan- 
ced : or if toſſed in aduerſitie he be vigorous, and beate 
an invincible courage, to combat againſt the paſſion of 
the minde, which is ready baſely to decline: for what- 
ſoeuer falleth out crookedly , is turned to the better 
part,ſheinableth to v damage, to beate iniurie, 
to be patient, and not to ſtirre, but for a common good, 
or his priuate defence, when a violent intruſion is made 
vnto his perſon. 

Many hide themſelues vnder the wings of this Ver- 
tue, that neuer ſecke to apprehend her aright, and would 
ſeeme valorous and magnanimous, when they are but 
white liuerd cowards and miſcreants : as many of theſe 
brawlers and ſwaſhbucklers, whoſe hot bloud once ſlir- 
red, cannot be cooled without reuenge and field · mee- 
tings, which for euery light cauſe they vndertake, and 
ſo violently (waid with fury, that they ruſh forward in- 
to all deſperation , without reuerence of the lawes of 
God, the law of nature, loue, charitie, & which is aboue 
all, care of their one ſaluation, do arrogant to them- 
ſelues glory, by defacing and ſpoyling the Image of 
their Creator. The ſonnes of Cain thus maiſtred with 
wrathful fur ie, murder and diſmember theit bretheren, 
and as catiues and ſlaues, bend the will to ſuch inhu- 
mane crueltie, and ſo become branded to everlaſting 

deſtruction. 
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deſtruction. No if all Yertaedoth conſiſt in obeying 
God, keeping his lawes, maiſtting wicked anger, and 


holding concord, how can that be ptaiſed which is a- | | N 


ainſtſuch a bleſſed aſſembly of vertues? or how thinke 
that that oſfence can be remitted, which isabhore 
red, deteſted, & ſo expreſly prohibited in the ſixt Com- 
maundement? men ought to liue in Chriſtian amitic, 
and leaue all teuenge to him, who ſaith, Vengeance is 
mine, and I will repay it. The poore Cinick, when one 
had hit him on the eare, I thought (quoth he) l had left The patience 
one place vncouered. ot j tiexthens 
Socrates being tolde one ſpake many railing and euil e 
words of him, was no whit moued thereat : and being 
asked why he would beare ſo great indignitie, anſwe- 
red, if he ſpake truth, I haue no cauſe to be grieued, be. 
ing iuſtly blamed, if falſe, l haue leſſe cauſe to be angry, 
becauſe that which hee ſpake ined not to mee. 
O that men would learne patience l and not ſo of- 
ten fight and murder one an ather , for verball and 
idle quarells : for now if one amongſt a hundred be pa- 
tient, quiet, will carrie coales, and meckely ſuffer ro- 
buke, he is noted of cowardize, and deuoyd of manly 
ans. 
f Now laſtly followeth Temperance,as a ſad and ſo- 
ber Matron, a prouident guide and wiſe Nurſe, awai- Temperasco 
ting that voluptuouſneſſe haue no preheminence in 
the ſoule of man, the moſt glorious Vertue in any kinde 
of eſtate, ſne ordereth the affections with continencie, 
anencmietoluſt, and a mediocritic in the pleaſures 
of the body , whoſe office is to couct nothing that 


may bee repented of afterwarde , nor to exceede 
"C-.2 the 


_—— — — 2 


— 


Vertues (umnau-· wealth. 


the boundes of modeſtie, but to keepe deſire vnder the 


This fa, 
micro mie 
is vphe id by 


Tempclance. 


oake of reaſon. Of the lyneaments of her pertection 
the whole world doth ſubſiſt and abide, euen from the 


loweſt to the higheſt, without whom our luſts would 
ouerthrowe our vnderſtanding, and the body rebell 
againſtall order, andthe habit of reaſon wholy 
ſuppreſſed : for ſhee tempereth and keepeth in frame 
the whole body of man, without whoſe aide many cne- 
mies would creepe in, and infeQ our beſt parts, and vt- 
terly ruinate and caſt downe the bulwarke of reaſon, 
and walles of vnderſtanding : but hee that doth ſacti- 
fice his endevours to fo diuine an eſſence , (wimmeth 
fafe berweene two Riuers deuoyd of daunger, Ex- 
treames are euer hurtfull, for if a man cate too much or 
too little, doth it not hurt the ? ſoisit of too im- 
moderate labour, or too much idleneſſe, of roo much 
boldneſſe, and too much cowardnefle : theſe extremi- 
ties are vicious and euill, but the meane doth temper 
them both, | 
No manis — any 4 thing worth, if Tem- 
perance ſquare not out the courſe of his life. And here- 
in the benefite of olde ãge is to bee honoured , for 
that it hath this preheminence ouer youth, time hath 
weakened theyr aſſections, abated their churage, and 
ſtayed the intemperate blaſtes of vnbrideled libertie, 
and by long experience haue gottẽ a more large porti6 
— Jo affections being ſtrong, and diſcretion 
weake , ſet themſelues — this Vertae, eclipſe 
her brightneſſe with the fogges of ignorance. And 
for this cauſe haue wiſe men ſo joyfully embraced olde 
age, hich Tuih ſo highly applaudes in his booke De 
Senectute. 
This 
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This is guided by Prudence, which doth gouerne the 
life of man — as ſhee is euer — 
the welfare curbingthoſe paſſhons 
mind, which are vehement and vnruly: by her the mind 
is made capable of honeſt actions, and beautifull de- 
meanours,and like a prouident gouerneſſe, ruleth ouet 
concupiſcence & flouds of luſts, which would elſe ſur» 
round the puritie of the minde. A potion to purge the 
ſoule, an Antidoteagainſtpride, anda valiant tryum- 
phcroverfaming dels not like tua, too hotte, or 
Caucaſſus too colde : but is content berweene both, and 
reioyceth in it. 

if the bodie be not dieted with moderation, it will 

ea ſtubborne ſeruant to the ſoule, vnfruitfull, fit for 
nothing but thorny cogitations,the greateſt enemies to 
the ſpirituall powers that can be, for the ficſh pampered 
in delicates, or kept ſhort of her naturall needments, is 
effeminated, corrupted, and weakened, and many diſ- 
eaſes be gotten, which are all ſtaid by meane and tem. 
perate dyetand the boylingluſts of the bOdie aſſwaged. 

Thus farre of theſe Vertues: more might be added, 
if I meant to intreat of them at large: but this briefe re. 
capitulation, may ſerue as an introduction, to our fol- 
lowing diſcourſe, Omns virtue, vna virtue al ſalnta, All 


Vertues, are but one ſimple Vertue, being chained and Plus. 


linked ſo neer together, as one cannot be ſundred from 
the other, without diſparagement of the whole. Fer- 
titnde is a noble Vertue, hut if deſtitute of Jaſſice, ſhee is 
hurtfull to the good, if Temporance kee pe not her vnder 
ſhe will turne into rage; and if Pradexce be abſent, they 
all fall into error. There is a mutuall league, a proximitie, 
and ncareacquaintance, which doth conglutinate and 

C ioyne 
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ioyne them all in one, one muſt haue relation to an o- 
ther, and follow by degrees, Pietie, Truth, and Tem. 
perance, muſt march before Fortitude; In a word, Yertwe 
is no other but / itium fagere : bating Vice, and loathing 
euil, and we better knowe her by her contrary, then 
by her ſelfe, which doth make the imagination geſſe 
at Yertzeafarre off : ſo that knowing Vice, is a good 
ounde of Yert#e, whereby the inwarde powers ate 
elde in, with vnſpotted ſimplicitie, farre more better 
then ſuch as cunningly ſeeke to knowe what V ertue is, 
then willingly betake themſelues to follow it in theyt 
life, ſo that knowledge is not enough alone, vnleſſe it 

be practiſed by outwy ard action: tor it is better to doo 
wiſely, then wiſely to deuiſe. | 
So that in generall, Vertae rightly carried, compre- 
hendeth whatſoeuer, is conducing and leading to a 
ood and holy life, and hee that once hath taſted the 
— of one, is drawne with much deſire to an 
other; one good thing begetteth an other, and taking 
once a deepe impreſſion, his eſtate is thereby preſer-= 
ued incorruptible without chaunge : whereas ita man 
taketh holde on externall goods „and leane to the 
mutabilitie of Fortune, doth often ſtumble vpon ma- 
ny daungerous Rockes, and fall into wretchedneſſe, 
when Fertue will firmely vpholde a man in the midſt of 

all calamitie. 
Horatius. Ville ar gemtum eft auro, virtutibas aurum. 
Siluer is cheaper then Gold, and Gold of leſſe price 
then Vertue. She is of great moment and moſt ineſti- 
mable value, — — r groſſe minde, can- 
not equally deeme the price of ſo rare a Iewell, for 
where ignorance doth couer the minde, — 
t 


Vertues on 


ted and held of baſe eſteeme : as a ſimple peaſant 
trampleth many wholſome hearbes vndertoote, which 
a skilfull herbaliſt would carefully „& extract 
ſome rare quinteſſence out of i ſecrets. 
Wilt thou build thy ſafetie vpon a ſure ſoundation⸗ 
then here is the rocke that no tempeſt can ſhake; here is 
a ſhelter to defend thee from perils , a ſafegard to pre · 
ſerue the puritie of the ſoule , from beeing polluted by 
the concupiſcence of the body, and though neuer ſo 
many ſtormes of aduerſitie and ſhewers of i 
beate vpon thee (being in this world as in a wilderneſſe 
of woes) yet ſhrow ding thy ſelfe vnder the Cannapie 
of Vertae, thou ioyeſt in the middeſt of all ſorrow, and 
though the whole world be of an vprore, yet what is 
that to thee? thou art no whit moued thereat, for Ani. 
mo caleitia tangu, thy aſfections are mounted vp to 
— thy mind aduanced aboue all earthly weak- 
neſſe. 

It is not onely hard, but very difficill to finde out, 
which of the Vertues are moſt predominant , that the 
victory may be imputed to her, becauſe theyare all knit 
in one ſingle vnion, fot the good of the ſoule. Foras one 
linke of a chaine draweth an other, and an other after, 
til it come to the laſt, the Antecedent the Relatiue: ſo 
one Vertue is an Adamant that draweth an other Ver- 
ge h ſhee take vp her lodging in a crooked 

n ee take vp her in a 
and — body (as rh. om, dwel where 
ſhee findeth the heart yeeldable to honeſtie) yet pene- 
trating with inward deſire, and bringing the ſtragling 
powers of the minde to a . make vp the 
want of nature, with a ſupply of grace, cauſing — 
ine 


Maier no- 


bultas, 
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ſhinelike Chriſtall, for when the life is laudably lead, 
there appeareth ſo greataglory, that it is not onely ad- 
mitable to the eyes of man, by reaſon of formall carri. 
— : bur alſo high pleaſing to God, by 
the intellectuall goodneſſe, Vertue, is the ſpurre of 
Honour. It is not the about dance of wealth and 
great dignitie , that maketh a man truly noble: but the 
poſſeſſion of Vertac, which is true honour and auncient 
riches, and is not gotten by loytering Idleneſſe; but 
with induſtrie and much labour, for Ardss virtuts vis 
eff, Tis labours force that cartieth a man to V ertue, a hard 
entrance,a continuall perſcucrance,becauſe he muſt en- 
counter againſt his paſſions, and ſtop the flouds of in- 
temperance : forſuch high and admirable things can- 
not be had without effectuall indeuour, and by bow 
much the more ſtraighter the paſſage is therevntoʒ by ſo 
much the more caretull muſt hee be, leaſt it ſlip awa 
through ance or vaine glory: for in Vertae, pride 
ins to ſwell,or ſome Vice or other to creep in, which 
ifnotbcatEback at the firſt, wil hazard the whole frame 
of Vertae; or beeing maiſtred by ſome ouer-weening 
thought, or ſingularly carried away with ſelfe-loue, a 
paſſion of the minde dilquieting reaſon , doth wholl 
eſtraunge himſelfe from her Beatitude - looſing choſe 
complements which formerly he was poſſeſt of. 

The reward of Yertee, is true generoſitie, and where 
it is ioyned with great poſſeſſions, and hath long conti- 
nued in the houſe of a Gentleman, without corruption 
of bloud, that nobilitie is moſt to be honoured, foraſ- 
much as long continuance hath ginen it the badge of 
— Plato, diuideth Nobilitie foure waies, the firſt 

ith he, are thoſe that tiſe from good and iuft mn 
the 
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the ſecond thoſe whoſe parents were Princes, or great 
men; the third famouzed for martiall exployrs ; the Quadrifa- 
fourth which excell in any kinde of learning, and for e 
Vertues ſake onely are ſeated in the place of honour, | 
theſe latter are vere #obiles, truly noble, made noble by Vera neb1h+ 
Vertu. Vet if one ſhall ſtand vpon his riches, parentage, '<+ 
office, place, dignitie, and by theſe onely ſuppoſe to 
winthe — of — he climeth a rotten lad · 
der : for what is is wor or ti Þ 
ſerments, if not atchieued by — what — 
birth auaile if hee debaſe it by his ill life? or a vertuous 
memorie of his aunceſtors, if hee follow not their ex · 
ample ? are they not like ſmoake and vapours , which 
vaniſh with the Sunne?can a man without offence 
ofthe Vertues of his auncients , if his owne life be viti- 
ous / For hath he not broken offthe ſucceſſion of Ver- 
tue by wilfull detration? wherefore what — 
ry ſoeuer is otherwiſe had, is filched, and her chaftiti 
at no hand will bee defiled with ſuch baſtardly plants. 
Prayſes and commendations waite euer on Yertne, 
Aud therefore Tuch in his T»{cal: queſtions , deſineth 
honour to be a vnion of praiſes of good men, which 
iudge of Vertue without partialitie, and not by the opi- 
nion of the multitude , which looke more to a veluet 
Iacket, the outward brauerie, then tothe minde how it 
is qualified: ſo that the nobleneſſe of man is his vertue, 
and they ought to be called noble & honorable, which 
are moſt honeſt and vertuous. 

IfI ſhould enter into the wonderful account which C? 
the Heathen made of Vertue, I mightſhewe how Numa 
Pempiliu, was taken from the plough, and choſen the 
ſecond King of the Romanes, * was the cauſe thinł 

yee? 
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yee? but his Vertue and wiſedome, for which they 
thought him worthy of ſo high a calling; this they 
reckencd true nobilitie : likewiſe 2aintivs , a poore 
Husbandman, was made Dictator, which was a great 
office, and for three moneth had a Regall power, and 
when he had ended his office, went againe to his olde 
labour without indignitie to his perſon , or derogating 
ought from his — this high cſtimation was 
Vertue among them, 

He tliat is nobly borne, and deſcended of an aun. 
tient houſe, ſhould beare in his mind the remembrance 
of his birth, and frame himſelte to imitate his parents in 
Venue, as well as hee looketh to poſſeſſe their inheri- 
tance, and ioyning theſe two in one, is truly noble: for 
if his auntients were more noble then he, whoſe digni- 
tie he enioyeth, his ptaiſe is diminiſhed, and be com- 
metha bye -· word and a reproach, among them that 


haue heard of the former Vertue; or it they were vici- 


ous and of euill life, then to auoyd the ſcandal in him. 
lelfe, to abhorre the like, and couet to liue in Vertue: 
ſo ſhall he purchaſe true honour to his riches, and wor- 
thily bedeemed to emoy the inheritance. And there is 
great reaſon to induce him therevnto: for of ſuch a one 
there is a generall expectation of ſome notable Vertue; 
the eyes of all men ate bent vpon himas on a Commet 
or blazing ſtarre, prying narrowly into him how hee li- 
ueth,what he doth to what ſcience he bedeth his mind, 
ang what gobd hee doth in the Common-wealth, for 
which he is borne, and as if his priuate actions ſhould 
be openly done, no one word or deed of his can eſcape 
the common cenſure. It is the more behouefull, then to 
apply the mind to laudable actions, & to do good in the 

place 
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where he is, for ſo much as he may appropriate to 

— good report for well — — 

icipate the heartie prayers, and many good wiſhes 

ct the common their louc,and induce thẽ 

with more facilitie, by his good example, to trace in the 
wholſome path that leadeth to the houſe of honour. 

Likewiſe the vnknowne, the iſſue of a baſe ſtocke, 


— As if he wil be aduanced to the type 
of honour, my ———— marmgeror will 
beſo much the more gloriousat the laſt, by how much 


more obuious his eſtate was at firſt, And this ſup- 
—— be a ſpurre ot to puſh them forward, 

uſe they ſhall not bee admited by the praiſes 
ol the good, which are the and ſimballes of Ver- 


tac, but alſo acquire fame and renowme, as 
the ſurname — — Vertne is a 


The comme. 


pcareleſſe and precious Iewell, fo rare andexcellent, 4 et ver. 
that it can neither bee ſufficiently commended, not news is vis 


worthily cſtecmed : all humane things doo faint, faile, 
ſinke downe,and decay, when that onely will abide for 
cuer, an honour for youth, acrowne to age, a comfort 
in proſperitie, a ſuccour in aduerſitie, delightfull at 
home, not burthenſome abroad, & a pleaſant walki 
mate to accompany a man whereſocuer hee goet 
What a diuine glory is heere £ that ſtriketh the be- 
holder in admiration, dazeleth his ſight, and forceth 
the very abiect to reucrence him in whom it dooth 
appcare,for ſhee is ſo beautifull a Lady, as ſhee maketh 
many gaze at her a farre off, that haue no power to 
come nigh her, but ſtriketh into wonderment at her in- 
comparable maieſtic,are metamorphoſed, as it were by 
Aeduſa. 

D 2: And 


World!y ho- 
nut it no ttut 
happinele, 
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And howſocuer it is that many are ſo blockiſh and 


ſenceleſſe, that they wander vp and downe like vaga» 


bounds and baſe peaſants, and make no account of Fer. 
tue and honeſtie: yet are they forced, will they, nill 
they, to flye to her for ſuccour in time of want, and hide 
their miſdeeds vnder her golden wings, And verily, 
no pretence or vaine ſhewe can preuaile againſt her, 
but that ſhe will haue the iuſt victory and triumph oucr 
thoſe that haue deſpiſed her, and when they are on the 


toppe of their hatetull enuye, they ſhall wiſh her com- 


pany , and defire to imbrace her, though it bee but 
with dull affetion , which the Poet well noteth, 


* Virtutemincolurnen adimas : ſublatam ex occulis querimins 


inuidi. When Yertze doth her ſelfe , we denie her, 
but afterward ſecke — —— 
If thou therefore, w er thou art, doeſt neg- 
let to foo her in time, thou ſhalt bee taught by 
ience, when it is too late, what it is tocaſt off 
thy profered happineſſe, a faithfull teacher, but 2 
ſeuere and ſharpe corrector: ſeeke her then while 
ſhee may bee founde , and bee as readie to enter- 
taine her into ſeruice, as ſhee is willing to ſerue; 
poſſeſſe thy ſelfe of her, and ſhee will Regiſter thy 
fame in her golden Booke , of neuer dying ho- 
nour. 

It is not the riches of creſſas, the tryumphes of 
Ceſar , the conqueſts of Alexander the great , or any 
worldly pompe , can make a man truly happie , or 
crowne him with true honour, but onely Yertse. 
For if wee value men by outwarde proſperitie, wee 
deceiue our judgement , and ſwarue from equi- 
tie, 


Touching 
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ng wn, it is like poyſon in a golden 
cup pe, and commonly where i aboundrh , 
— — by leaſt, a laborinth wherein many 
areloſt , — — and — 
tune, but allo to miſgouernment, ambition, 
— — — is cor- 


rupted by ouer 1 moderate diſpo- 
ſitions turned ae graunt it lifes vp a 
mans eftare, ro delightſubea to his will, us 
deed heeis fomewhat — wealthier, but no whit the 


honeſter, vnleſſe as luſtice,ſo vſed in Tempe- 
rance , anddiſtributedinc te, and if the rich man 
bee allo a good man, let him take heed leaſt they bee a 

*ingto his conſcience, and drawe him to plea» 
ures, 

So that the verdict, 1 — , and 
the qualitie of Vertue, more en the quantirie 
of mony, for — —— 
ly minded, is not to bee reſſ ſoa poore man ſim- 
ple honeſt, and well qualified, is to be regarded, fith 
the one is as a craggie flint ſtone , the other a preti- 
ons and princely Diamond, and this was the cauſe 2 
Prince of Troy ole rather to marrie his daughtertoa 

te man honeſt, then a rich man vicious: For it is 
— (quoth he) to haue a man without — 


money without a man, for Vertue is 
Vice is like a — with a golden fleece — — 
wiſe ſchoole maiſter I ſecrates, counſelled his Papill — 


wer, to make more account of a poore good = 
of a rich man not ſo honeſt. oy "TY 


Pauper enim non non ef, cui * Hee is Hera. ad 


rich inough that is content * * 
We 
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We muſt not meaſure men, by thoſe things as are ſub- 
iect to the totteting wheele Fortune, whichas Me- 
teors inthe aire vaniſh aſſoone as they ſeeme : but for 


— that which is permanent, durable ,conſtant, and firme, 


— which is Vertae, onely Vertue, and but V ertue 
and therefore leaſt worldly regard ſhould — 


1 reaſon, the immodetate care of this life, muſtbeſ ink. 
n led with the water of prouident reſpe, in conli ing 
thoſe inconueniences that riſe out of the roote of * 
boundance : Mans fclicitie, is not in riches, they are 
gotten with paine, and loſt with griefe; pleaſures 
ende in ſorrowe, vaine-gloric, vaniſheth; if wethinke 
it is in witte, that is follie, for a wiſe man, euet 
— = other wiſer then himſclfe, Qs Deu, 
touchin — „and in this ſtandeth the greateſt poynt 
of wiſe ome,when a man doth neither exalt himſelfe, 
aboue a ſtronger iudgement, nor inſult ouer thoſe that 
be weake, but readic to ſubmit his opinion, toa bet - 

— — 7 0 and hath ſuch a ſlender care ot his 
oorthineſſe, that if he happe to poſſeſſe ſome 
world honour, doth bluſhingly recciuc it, as a thi 
erued : ſo that we cannot Aba the perfect — 
1 welectofer, but onely,andalcogether, in the exerciſe 
of Yertse. 
Afſcolith op Let now men hunt after Riches, as h there 
non, were no true honour without it, aud that to 
| rich, were to be onely happie, and ſo ſet their felicitie 
on a ſlipperie foundation : but how falſe this opinion 
is, doth appeare alreadie. For be it that honour, be 
— — — as out auncientt did, onely to the vertuous 
yet ſhall the vertuous man be praiſed, be 
_ o pooxe, euen of his moſt vtter enemic, 
as 


* mak 


— neuer 
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2s AMetellnes Macidenicw, praiſed Scipio, for his Venues, 
and wept for his death, though he were his mortall foe, 
for no man be he neuer ſo enuious, can take that from 
him which Verte hath merited : but maſt, and will, 
—ä—— 2 — 
neſt man, euen his backe, and be forced to ad- 
mire thoſe good parts that are in him, hen an other 
man being rich, and within, but all without 
ſhall be clawde and flattered before his face, but curſed 
and bande behinde his backe, and this preheminence it 
hath, maugre the worldes malignitie, that where this 
Chriſtian veritie doth ſhine, ſhee forceth the gazer to 
breake out into wonderment, and ſpread that glorious 

which it iuſtly meriteth-yet there be ſome ſo ſot- 
tiſh and madde, that h they know themſelues but 
flattered, ſuppoſe they be by & by praiſed, when he nei- 
ther ſpeaketh it with his heart, but for ſome carnall rea · 
ſon, and they themſelues know it to be falſe which hee 
ſpeaketh. Belecue no man therfore of your owne 
neſſe, better then your ſelfe, if there bee ought in you 
worthie of it,if you deſerve it not, thinke aſſuredly they 
doo but mock and deceiue you, and with their tongues 
ſceme to bee with you, when their hearts be againſt 
you. This is a ſure token, for a man to ſee into his 
owne Vertue, firſt hee ſueth not for honour, but ho- 
nour follogeth him; and ſecondly is not greeued, 
though he be vnregarded,nor indignation at o- 
— and this ſame thing is it that we call ho- 
nor: now ſeeing this worldly honor is of ſo ſmall price, u neus. 
it is the part of a baſe and vile mind, to beleeue glozing * 
and faite words, and — — is indeed, to 
build honour vpon the brainſicke and rude Lo 

ow 


| a 


| Richeopulfe 
| vpmenig 


Vertues — 


—— — — 
troubleſome ce, becauſe 

no aſſured — 5 — with — — 
plucke downe thoſe minds, that be flying towards 


uen, and hinder a man in the —— a 
Neuertheleſſe, this i Eee diſmay the 
weakeneſlc of man to ſtriue for Vetae, becauſe com- 


monly it hath no reward in this world, but wandreth vp 
and naked, & forſaken: hut this is no diſparage- 
ment toa man, forlooke what he be it 
more or leſſe, is ſo moderatly it is compe- 
tent and ſufficient, and this is the very fountain, whence 
all contentment for being well compoſed 
within, 1 nothing without, but a iuſt applauſe 
for well doing : only couetous, to carry away a good re. 
of his Vertues, which as Trophies are hung ouer his 
ombe, far eternall monuments. Viriatu merces, cadem 
& laber ill pl gf. 

Touching ſuch as are loaden with this worlds droſſe, 
and moiſtened with golden ſhowers, liuing in voluptu- 
ous and vaine pleaſures, and defile thoſe with 
their luſts, what ſhould we thinke of this? but that the 

— rich God, is _ to —— 

t his goods, among a ſort egrant peaſants, an 
inſaciable —— — ſcrapeit vp to 
fill their Cofers, and feed their luſts: not thinking one 
day they muſt recken of the well imployment. 

Riches, not rightly ordered, prouołke many hurtfull 
and wicked deſires, the mother of pride, contempt, diſ- 
daine, ſelfe- loue, and the very fire that burneth vp all 
good motions, if not quenched with moderation, for 
they puffe vpa man in opinion to be ſome bodie, __ 

e 


Vertues Comonon-wealth, | 
heisno to thinke himſelfe truly honourable 
— — > 0 
tharto be tich in coſtly ſutes, is the oneiy 
makes them ſpurne at all 
ſpiſe Chriſt 


of good counſell, being hard to findea faithfull man, 
that will boldly ipeake without partiallitie : but eſther 
is blinded with greatneſſe, or driven to ſilence for out. 
* wardreſpeds, to keepe in fauour with ſmooth words, 

eſpecially when his ſtate dependes Kees great 
there is then a Filme growes ouer the eye be. and 
ſuch a dimneſſe, as he cannot ſee, no not the ac 
noone dayes, be it neuer ſo cleare or idious, but 
be rather as cloudes to hide their ſhame, or inftruments 
to incite them to more leaudneſſe. For if ſuch a one 
fall into a groſſe errour, and by his life be a ſcandall to 
the good, liuing openly in ſome vile crime, he ſhall not 
want — clendacen.cnt Sycophants, that 
wilcrie peace,peace,when he isat warre with his owne 
conſcience, and feede his humour with flattery, be his 
life neuer ſo ſinfull;fuch may be fitly called ſeruingmen, 
for they neuer ſerue God, but ſoothe them vp to ſerue 
their owne turne, they much loue and great 
ſeruice,when tis nothing but ſuperficial flattery, it theſe 
ſee but a ſmall moate amiſſe, a wrinkle awry, how ten- 
tible they be to mend it ! but though the minde be ne- 
ner ſo ſpotted with vice, the eye cannot pierce it, be it 
ner ſo viſible, and indeed if the humour of their mai- 
ſter, take it in ill part, they may chaunce for their in» 
E telligence 


The malici- 
A Rnever 
want (laug- 
dcri, 
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telligence to be turnde out of all preferment, O how 
they wil forme if controwlde in their courſe! and take 
it exceedingly ill, as though they had a diſpenſation to 
dag what they liſt without reproofe, becauſe they are 
cat, If Preachers crie out againſt vice in generall, then 
ts ſpecially applied, he ment me, he ſpites me, and ſo 
goes about to ſtop their mouthes, by accuſing them of 
rayling, ſedition, or flaundring : or if priuately admo- 
niſhed,then are they buſie, factious, and ſtray from their 
text: yet for all this, a good man will not be abaſhedto 
whiſper into their eares priuatly, or inueigh againſt vice 
publikely, come what will come. Solon compareth (not 
vnfitly) lawes to cop webs, for that great ſlies can breake 
through at caſe, hen the leſſer are intangled. in like 
manner great men can ſoone ruſh through the walles 
of lawe, and breake downe Iron Gates; when the 
weake muſt abide the extremitie, and haue no o- 
ther defence but their owne innocencie. Thus doth 
might deceiue them: but. ſuri ſacra ſames quid non? what 
cannot gold bring to paſſe ? it can dim the cleareſt ſight, 
and raiſe vpan humble minde to a haughtie courage: is 
it not — that a baſe pedanticall paraſite, in hope of 
a leaſe, or ſome ſmall fauour, ſhould clappe his hands at 
wickedneſſe? and that a man indued with reaſon, and 
hath the vſe of his ſiue wittes, ſhould be led by flattery, 
and made blinde with plauſible wordes, not to ſee his 
owrefaultes, though they be as thicke as the darkneſſe 
of Ezipt, to be felt with the hande and not ſeene with 
the eye ? for be it he is ſo obdurate, that he cannot, or 
will not ſee them: yet muſt he needs be noted, poin- 
ted at, liue defamed , as a may- game to the worſt, 
aud a lamentable ſpectacle to the beſt, 1 
re. 


Vertues Common-wedlth, 
I rememberl read once of Alexander, if happily I A memonidle 


can now it, Who on a time vehemently blamed example «4 
his Steward, for that hauing ſerued him ſo long, and *a**"s 
bene ſo conuerſant in his affaires, fo familiar with his 


tiuate doings, and laie as it were in his boſome, as if 
e had bene his ſecond ſelfe, that in all the time of his 
ſeruice could not ſpie ought amiſſe, to dimme his glo- 
rie: For it is impothle (quoth hee) in ſo many yeares, 
and ſo much opportunitie, that I ſhould neuer offend 
and blemifh my vertue, with ſome diſhonourable acti- 
on : dcſeruing either prewarning in the beginning, or 
* reproofe in the ende, and fo expelled him his fer> 
uice. | 1 
Here is a mirrour of true honour, this noble Prince, 
caſt off his Steward, becauſe he concealde his faultes 
amongſt Chriſtians, that ſhould be inſpired with high- 05/cquiams 
et wiſedome; the contrary is daily praQtiſed , the 2 amucos veri. 
uant ſhall be diſmiſt for telling truih, and honeſt minds *Gmpe- 
purchaſe ſhrewde rebukes; this head-ſtrong opinion is "** 
the downe-fall of all good order: for when men. plea- 
ſers, and claw-backes , doo leade captiuitie captive in 
the fetters of vannie, a multitude ofhoneſt mindes are 
in daunger to be ſeduced, to ĩmitate their courſe of life. - 
For as the Marriners in a ſhippe, haue theyr eyes ear. de dan we- 
neſtly bem vpon the Maiſter, that ſiteth at the helme, von cvewics 
and readie at his becke to doo his will; ſo ſuch men 
as ſtand vp in the Common-ywealth, and holde the 
Rudder of direction in theyr handes, are duly watcht, 
and — duerſeene, and according to theit aime, 
the common ſort bend their courſe. 
O howe riches mocke men with certaintie, when 
nothing is more mutable and ſlippery, with perfect 
- happineſſe, 


B-amples of 
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happinelle, when nothing is more wretched, the nurſe 


ol pride, the ſchoole of abuſe, and the guide that leades 


into many temptations, it is much better rather to ſhine 
in Yertee, then in riches. And therefore our Sauiour 
Chriſt in the Goſpell, compareth the felicitie of a rich 
man, to an impoſſibilitie: laying, that it is as hard for 
him to climbe to heauen, being loaden with droſſe, as 
fora Cammellto erec pe through the eye of a Necdl. : 
and tlus made the Philoſophers in their humane wiſe- 
dome, ſo much deſpiſe worldly honour, and vndergoe 
—— with ſo great pauence. Annacreon, having & 

ute maſſe of money {cnt him by Poticrates, could ne- 
uer reſt till he was rid of it againe, his minde troubled, 
his broken, returned it againe to him that ſent it: 
laying he neuet liued in ſo great feare and dread all his 
lite long, as hee had done thoſe twa dayes while the 
mony was in his houſe. Zhowen, in ke manner, when 
the king had ſent him a great beneuolence, hee asked 
him that brought it, what mooued his maifter to fend 
him ſo much mony, ſeeing the king did not know him? 
2nſwered,it was in of the great fame he heard of 
his vertucs: If that be the cauſe (quoth he) carry it backe 
to him againe,andlet him leaue me a | am, and got by 
increaſe of wealth ro diminiſh my vertues. Diogine: re- 
fuſed all, and craued nothing. but the common benefie 
of the Sunne, which Alexander had taken from him by 
ſtanding betweene him and it. 

Plutarch reporteth, that when Alexander vpon & 
time came into a poore barren Countrey, thinking to 
haue made ſome great conqueſt found the inhabitants 
gathering rootes & graſſe to cate, neither viing foreero 
repelland keep him backe,nor any meanes to _— 

im 
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—— 

altogether buſied for their bellies, he Kingconkide. 
ring their pouertie, and vnfruitfulneſſe of their coun- 
— * bad pittie and compaſſion on their miſerie, and 
bad them ade hat they would, and it ſhould inconti- 
nently be graunted.Quoth they(with one con ive 
ys cuerlaſting life. Why how can I giue that (quoth he) 
that am but a mortall man Then why ſeeke you to win 
the whole world, as though you were immortall, and 
ſh. uld neuer dye: Zenen, Crates, infinite were the ex- 
amples of thole that were raviſhed with the foroſhtie 
and excellent hue of , that they contemned mo- 


— daughters, nor which was leſſe, — an 
Funcrall charges, but what they had out of the comm6 _— 


fore, which yd by their 
riched, as Scipro, 


3 — yen- body u 
— — 
— — — — 
— —_—_—— becing offered a greatreward 
by his Generall for his knighthood and valour done in 
— — — — 
riches for thy valour, — — 1 
hee refuſed one, and tooke the other, ' 
riches not worthy to bee matched wirh the di * 
Kartve. 


The Martyrs in all ages are much tobce admired, 
„ that 
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chat being indued with true — moſt willing- 
— er were. — eit bodies to bee 
rent. torue, cruelly burned the perſecutors, 
fortheprofcſfionof a good conſcience , I. theyr 
mecke ſuffcri honour, 
And it falleth out as for the moſt part ĩt 
doth, that men indued with rare and — — vertues, 
are vtterly forgotten, and ſcarce noted while they liue 
yerbecing dead, theyr fame mounts vp to heauen, an 
ts divulged and ſpreadin the earth; for the want of a 
is then moſt precious when it is remooued 
\ fartheſt off, Cato was ſcarce knowne while he liued , bus 
——— — of great price; and all thoſe famous 
Philoſophers, tors,{choole-men, that liued in dark. 
neſſe, —— — fo obakclyeficemed: yet wee ſee by the 
| — their goodly vertues, they now liue againe 
— are — —— .And 
— multiplicitie of Heathen > Ft 
Imeanefrom — 32 fot \ 
the fooliſh antiquitie, honoured men as gods after their , 
Cerro deathes,whicheyther were of high dignitie while they 
nat, dur. liued, of great birth, or had done ſome notable benefite 
fortheic Countrie: for honour and reuerence is tehi- 
bited for ſome certaine cauſe, riſing of externall things, 
framed by V ertuc, ſot honour is compounded of — 
Honor ex flie. Hirmes, or Mercarixe, was of ſuch fame among t 
mee. g giptians, as hee wasdeifiedand made a god, ca fling 
= him the Meſſenger of [#piter. Mars, a great — 
Bacchw , the inuentet of wine. Eſcalipius, a Phiſiti- 
on. 7556. wo teuerently thought of amongſt the 
Barbarians, for that by his ſingular wiſedome hee 
had withdrawne the inhabitants mthcir vices, that 


they 


- 
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—_ —ðe ing him di- 
— What contumelics — 
the bodie of Hamer, —— 
anceto poſleſſe his corpes when he was dead. 


wrbes certant de flirpe ia 
— — 1 © 


Diagenes liued beggerly,in contempt, bot after his 

— —— — 

— the memorie of theſe (j from the roote of 
» and from ſome exployt , which 


— loue, who thought the applauſe of thi 
worlde was no ſufficient recompence for theyr ver 


tucs. 

The flouriſhing flate of the Romaines, Athenians, 
Lacedemonians,and other dominions, were all Verrues hold 
by Vertae; for where Yertzeis eſtabliſhed, there Vice is aA 
deteſted: foras light and darkneſſe,fire and water, can 
not be put together but one will confound the others 
nature: ſo theſe two contraries , cannot ioyntly hold 
poſſeſſion, but one will — *eminQthe other, and 
where YVert#e is wanting in a general 
Common. wealth is wholly ouerthrowne. 


Oderunt peccare boni, viriati amore, ” Hora, 
Oderunt peccare mali formidine pane. 


The good hate to ſinne becauſe of Ve, thebad 
for lawe, but he is onely good, that of his owne wil, and 
honeſt mind, eſchueth euil more for cõſcience 9 

or 


9 
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for dread of mans puniſhment : the cuill and vicious 
contrariwiſe,are with-held by the rigour of Iuſlice, and 
for feare of penaltie, the rebellion within is kept from 
outwardly working : ſo that nothing but the ſword of 
the magiſtrate doth ſtay the hot rage of his furie, when 
the conſcience lyes vaſt and open to all wicked deſires, 
be is not to bee numbred amongſt vertuous and good 
men. To conclude, where the Common-wealth is gui- 
ded by godly lawes of Princes, the lampe of Vertue ſhi- 
ing in the hearts of ſubiectẽ, laudable ſciences imbra- 
Iuſtice without partialitie adminiftred , the good 
the bad puniſhed, & peace maintained, there 

152 ic and bleſſed gouernment, a ſweete harmo- 
nie of nature, and an carthly Paradize : ſor he that ſhall 
goe about to counite and couple Vice & Yertse in one, 
utteth a man anda beaft together: honeſtie admits no 
— for the end of good, which ought to be af- 
ter one ſort, muſt not be mingled with any thing diſa- 
le in an other ſort; for Vertue is no longer V ertue, 

if mixed with eontrarie qualities: we ma ſafely 
conclude,that there is no goodlyer on then Ver. 
tue, and that it is perfect folly, to couet to be rich,migh- 
tie, and creepe vp to worldly honour, and make ſo ſmall 
reckening to be ſtored with Vertue, which is ſo certaine, 
the tytle ſo glorious and permanent, wherevpon one 
calleth it Dimidium anime mee , which is not vnproper- 
ly ſpoken, for take away vertue froma man, which is the 
plain path to ſanctimony, he muſt be numbred among 
thoſe creatures that haue onely eſſence, and want vne 
derſtanding, fith hee aymeth not at the purpoſe ot his 

creation. 

The audacitie and ſtout courage of the Heathen 
was 


* 


. 2 
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was ſuch , that for morrall vertues would eaſ them 


ſelues into daungers, — — —— 
ches, endure 


— — Denby apr 
— into a troubleſc 

uertie, perſormes that indeed, that all Philoſophy goeth 
about to perſwade. 

But this dooth much ſhake the feebleconſcience 
when wee behold diuers good men endued with rare 
vertues, and ſtored with good parts, 
oppreſled,diſcarred,andas it were made the ſcorne by 
May. game of the world, finding no place of ſafetie to P** 
reſt vpon, and the bad and vicious to fit in Fortunes lap. 
Now whẽ᷑ we mark theſe vnproportionable accidents, 
— — the ow of —— 6 how it — 

the minde h ignorance 
iuſt and diuine prouidence, — permitteth the 
— with miſerie, and the bad to ſwim 
tie: but if we bend our wits to find out a dee. 
per — ſhal ſee that the good are not afflicted for 
their hurt, but fatherly chaſtiſed o their better triall, 
the wicked not — but ſeuerely puniſhed;for God 
worketh al thing: for the good e that are his: yet 
who can denie, but — the — of pouertie is im- 

rtable hunger, impriſonment, exile, intollerable 
ecution, and death inſuffcrable? all which is — 
driue a man to diſpaite of his one happineſſe, ſuppo- 
ſing God had vtterly forſakẽ him: but the waight here. 
of is lightned & made caſie to them that ſteadfaſtly be- 
leeue Gods promiſes, and caſt their care on him, as Pe- 
ter willeth: Caſt thy care on him, for hee hath care on 
thee, — j icke * 
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An honeft ws and wayed downe with a of miſerie: yet can he 
de pooxe, not ſay, hee is ſo bare and , as viterly vnable to 
forin »dver» 1, 1, tumlelfe ot an other: for admit he hath no tempo. 
— — hee harbour and 
chieteſt ope- ſhewe the rights of hoſpitalitie: it hee hath neither of 
1 both, yet can hee viſit the ſicke, and cheare vp his mind 
with good counſell: if he be poore, ſicke, lame, harbore 
leſſe, and comſoileſſe himſeiſe, yet can he heipe with 
his , and communicate his loue by his oryſons 
— — : fo that euery one hath a 
rich fountaine within, which vpon euery occaſion may 
be powred out, andthereforeno man can plcade diſa- 

bilitie, and want of meanes to relieue. 

And what t a man haue ſome caſuall defor. 
mitie in his body, or bee ilyfallen into a wret- 
ched cftate ? yet ſo long as his vertue and honeſtie 
— nn 

, or penurie, 
- rs for it cannot bee any ſhame or dif. 
onour, tocarric about him the viſible tokens of ſuch 
* ſearres, neither dooth it any whit impaire his credit 
with the wiſe and vertuous, nor make him of leſſe e. 
iceme with good men, much leſſe with God, who put- 
teth no diffcrence between a king andabegger , but 
onely in obedience to his will: but here is the ignomi- 
nie, to bee branded with the hotte iron of wicked 
conuerſation ; as when a man. ſhall haue his eures cut 
The fnbek fom his bead, or in thehand for ſome villa- 
vie, and the i vice ſo pregnant on his body, or 
going vnder a ſure, for a bad opinion iuſtly 
conceiued, inthis caſe hee hath ſmall cauſe ro or 
boaſt, but rather bluſh, be aſhamed, and exile 
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from common — ſtriue with humllitie to re» 
forme thoſe rebellious paſſions , that haue ſo ſtrongly 
lead him into ſuch diſhoneſtlic. 

But where Vertu doth rule, the aſſaires and acti- 
— _ — , and 
thoſe ſwellin ts , Which as a ragi 
5 — 
ou iefe is qui u and pati u- 
red: — — — 
with contentment,in ſo much as neither pouertie, ſick - 
neſſe, croſſes, afflictions, or what calamitie ſoeuer come, 
cannot moue or diſtemper a ſtayed minde: for becin 
inflamed with a conſtant reſolution , doth fit himſe 
to beare the troubles of this life, with a valiant and im. 
mutable courage. 

Stipe a Grecke Philoſopher , when the citie where 
hee dwelt was burnt to finders , his wife and children 
conſumed in the flame, and all that hee had turned to 
aſhes, himſelfe hardly eſcaping with his life, was asked 
what he loſt in the fire(quorh he) l loſt nothing, for O- 
mia mea mecum ports, al that is mine I carrie about me; 
meaning his vertues, the onely proper goods ofa wiſe 
man,which no force of fire can c6ſu rthe furie of 
noenemy take away. Inlike maneran other being told 
his own ſon was dead, was no whit mouedaty ; 
and being told againe & again he was dead, why quoth 
he, what ofthat* I knew I begat a mortall creature, and 
being mortall, he muſt needs die: who could beare ſuch 

cauſe of griefe without ſome ſhew of ſorrow? but 

uch ſmal reckning did the wiſe Heath& make of world- 

ly loſſes: for it is the nature of mito relent, deplore, and 

be ſubiect to lamentations, yet their wiſedome kept it 
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vnder the yoake of reaſon: or who in theſe daies would 
refuſe ſuch prefermentas Diegenes? or his loade of gold, 
as Fabritins? or caſt his treaſure into the (ea, as Antippes? 
I verily ſuppoſe fewe or none would bee of that minde, 
neither is it ſo — Chriſtian ſorrow for 
worldly loſſes is ſufferable : riches and wealth to a good 
man are comfortable, by reaſon he hath greatei means 
to do good, for the daunger lyeth in the abuſe, and not 
ſimply in the vſe: for to a bad man they are indeede 
the cauſe of more euill, becauſe they miniſter more 
matter to his wicked and ſinſull deſire. 

A man may warme him by a ſire, though hee burne 
not himſelſe in it: fo a rich man may modgratcly vie 
his riches , though with them hee ſtoppe not vpthe 
eber to happineſſe: but the deadly hatred they 

re to externall things, ſhewed theyr loue to Yerrec, 
and the deſire they had to diue into the depth of wiſe · 
dome; ò how they ſtroue about the contemplatiue 
andaQtiuelife ! ſome chooſing one, ſome the other, 
ſtrugling who ſhould come neareſt vnder the wings 
of Yertwe , and yet for all this they laboured but in 
darkeneſſe and blinde ignorance, and neuer attained 
to that true ioy , by which the heart is exalted to 
immortalitic : for the true and abſolute Yertse is the 
true knowledge of GOD, the way to worſhip him 
aright , and true comfort in aduerſitie, for nothing 
can bee good without the ſoueraigne good : if men 
bee ignorant of thar, all is falſe, and theyr intentions 

oe awrie , but the Philoſophicall mmm benam re- 
ited in this; namely, in the quiet apprehending of 
reaſon , and faſhioning the outward man to ciuill obe- 
dience, and could neuer poſſeſſe themſeluet of that 
heauenly 
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heauenly ſelicitie, vnder which all Ferre is comprehen- 
ded. 
Pouertie ought not to mone the minde with reſt- rde 
leſſe paſſions, but to allaie the heate with contentati. — — | 
on. and paciſie the vnſtaied affeQtions, which will more ee 
eaſily be done, if a man conſiderately call to mind, how © 
many perſons in the worldare in as wretched, or more 
wofull eſtate then he himſelfe is, yet the deare children 
of God too : but in aduerſitie many loſe themſelues in 
diſcontentment, not patiently wa ing, but greedily 
ſnatching, not content with that they haue be it neuer 
ſo much, — to goods, and multiplying 
more to enough with neuer ſatisſied deſire, tormeming 
the minde with vnquiet motions, and by that meanes 
make the freedome of liſe a ſharpe and bitter —— 
for if their life were ſix times ſo long, as it may be byt 
inuitable courſe of nature, yet the tenth part ofthat th 
haue, were ſufficient to maintain them well and — 
ly, and declare whereto they were borne, and inrich 
their poſteritie aſter why ſhould they then be ſo greedy 
and carthly minded to conlume their dayes in ſuch vn. 
reaſonable cares whereby they are never atreſt, but 
in comtinuall ſlauery, fo greatly do they feare leaſt they 
ſhould be poore - and ſo ia the midſt of plentie live in 
want, and thus become incaple of reaſon, and moſt mi- 
ſerable of all men : for noexternall thing can in them- 
ſelues make a mi vnhappie, if immoderate defire creep 
not in to breed rebellion, ſo that ſtill our former aſſerti- 
on muſt hold : I» medio conciflit virtue, Yertue ſtands be- 
tweene two extreames , in cooling the keate of defire 
with Temperance, notin feeding the belly ſo much as 
it will hold,cloathing the backe ſo farre as the purſe will 

F 3 ſtretch, 


In meds 


concyſtu vir 


' ſumption &arrogance, caſteth men into woe 


tu. 
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ſtretch, and giuing ſcope to pleaſure, ast much 
wealth gaue much libertie, — tie, nor 
in pinching & hoording it vp from neceſlary duties, for 
that is illiberalitic, & onerturneth the whole fellowſhip 
of mankind: neither muſt a man neglect his priuat ſtars, 
but labour in his calling to urg his wants, the meane 


therefore is the ſaſeſſ path to in, in which whoſo. 
euer gocth,is ſafe from ſtumbli n extremities : If 
Ts had held his medizm tuti he had not ſo vn- 


timely fallen: or Phaeton obſerued the counlell of 
his father, he had not bin ſtriken with thunder, bur pre. 


and miſery.Sothatif Tem do not the life, 
and diſpoſe our humane affaires, we fall into an iafati- 
able deſire of hauing, or into an viter neglect of out own 
wants, ſpending too much & that vainly, ot paring too 
much, & that too nigardly But as the higher we clime, 
the leſle appearance thoſe things ſeeme to haue that are 
vnder vs, out ſight being remoued from the obiect and 
ſpecies of things: ſo the nearer we approch to God. and 
frame our obedience vnto him, the leſſe we value theſe 
baſe & tranſitory things. Now, if by this compendious 
courſe, our mindes are abſtracted & drawen backward, 
immediaty our cogitations aſcend vp to heau&,as vnto 
the country to which we are trauclling,we muſt not the 
incumber our mindes with ſo heauy aload, as the cares 

ofthis lite, leaſt they hinder vs in the purſuit to 
bleſſedneſſe. O what a burden of torments doth the co. 
uctous deſire bring with it ! a diſeaſe like the Drop - 
ſie, the more it hath, the more it would;thirſty as the ſer- 
nt Dip/as, never ſatisfied till it burſt, wanting that it 
— hath that it wanteth; becauſe the good - > + 
thoſe 


„ 
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thoſe things preſent, are euerablent ; 6 whither would 
the greedinetle of man tun it A golden Wiſh were 
to be had ? the couctous Lawier would haue the diuell 
and all; the ſecular Prieſt, be ſick of the ; 
the Anificer, Alcumize his Inſtruments into the 
plow-man weary of his labour : ſothat here be 
Aurea 4145, a golden world. Thus would extreame - 
uetouſnes bring a —U— — 
with Aydas, they turne any thing into 

2 — ſhould they be ſtarued eee 
the bodic,and robbe te ſole of all true comfort. For 
ht alwaics on a couetous man, lmpietie, per- 
— pines, treaſom fraud, deceim, and all kind 

of vnconſcionable and mercileſſe dealings. 

Let a man then be content with his portion, and not 
ſceke —————— honour, by tearing out 
the bowelles of his brethren, with vlurie, extortion, 
and vnconſcionable brokerie. For it is better to be con. 


tentedly poore, then miſerably — — men 


rate Vertues, — — for albeit a man 
and wen; hee is 


— 0 
raiſed v ee. for theexcellency of Yer- 
— with ſucha grace, a be may ſoone 
be eleuated to the top of true honour, and cannot goe 
varewarded for his honourable ſeruice; for having va- fu 
liantly fought vnder the banner of ſo poblea matron, vim 
his paic is fame in deſpite of death, and eternall fe- 
licinein the world to come, for Yor inableth a man 
tone the akon ———— 
e 
Then let a poore mas reioyce in affliction, and 


patiently beate adycriuic, and comforte him ſclie 


= 
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| - with the hope ofa better life, which aſſuredly hee ſhall 
The comfor. Enioy if ſo be he hold out to the ende in a holy and ver 
table hope of tuous courſe, and for ſorrow here, haue ioy there; and 
« poore Ban. for a helliſn life now, a heauenly life then, when thoſe 
| that haue their heauen here, and wallow in ſolace, ioy, 
and carnall pleaſures in this world, muſt with Dives be 
tormented in endleſſe flames in the world to come. 
To what end then ſhould a man be grieued at miſc- 
ry, and murmur, as though hee were an abiect, an ous 
| caſt, and forlorne : when there ſhall be a ſupply of his 
| wants, inaboundant meaſure, and be crowneda king 
of that heauenly ler«ſalom. 
Vponatime Seb» found a poore man ſitting by the 
ſeaſide, bewa ling his miſcrie in great diſpaire, whom 
|} he comforted in this manner : Brother why weep you, 
1 what haue you loſt, is it want and pennury that nippeth 
you ? Alas for that you haue ſmall cauſe, for ſay you 
were in the middeſt of yonder great ſea, loaden with 
| treaſure, in daunger of ing, would you not wile 
| lingly loſe your goods to ſaue your life ? Why thinke 
[11 - thenyou were once in like perill,and haue eſcaped, and 
. loſt but your onely goods, then now paciſie your ſelfe, 
lf be content with yourſtare. Thug we (ce what daunger 
| arich man is in, by the opinion of this wiſe Heathen, 
I Vice&Ver- Two waies are propoſed and laide open to all, the 


ine eo wen one inuiting to Yerzae, the other alluring to vice; the 


firſt is comberſome, intricate, vntraded, ouergrowne, 
it and many obſtacles to diſamy a paſſenger; the other, 
| plaine, even bearen, wed with bougbes, ta- 


piſtred with flowers. and many obiect to feed the eye; 
| now a man that lookes but only to the outward ſhewe, 
| will caſily tread the broadeſt pathe;' but if hee — 
lf that 
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that this ſmooth and euen way, leads toa neaſt of Scor- 
pions : ora litter of Beares, he will rather take the other 
though it be rugged and vnpleaſant, then hazard him- 
ſelfe in ſo great a daunger. 

The high. way that leades to pleaſure is verie ſpati- 
ous, it — open like the ſea, many tempting motion 
to inuoke the mind, Lumen fitting by the way gorgiouſ- 
ly deckt, the Syrexs with ſweete melody, to — the 
paſſenger, if with /iſes he bind not himielfe to the maſt 
of prouident reſpectʒ and 1 Ly6s,Beares & Wolues 
lie in waite for theit pray. But the pathe leading to 
Vertue, though it be toyleſome, laborious, difficult, a 
way vneaſie to be trac kt, hard to finde, craggie, ſto- 


— a ſweating turmoyle, as the Poet deſcri- 


Nam via viriutu dextrum petit ardus callem, 
Dificilem que additum primum ſpectentibus offert, 
Sed requiem pr ebet feſiu in wertice ſummo, 


For Yert#es rugged pathe requires, 
a ſtout and painfull minde : 
And daungers new are multiplied, 
to ſuch as will herfinde. 
But in the ende great ioy ſhe brings, &c. 


Yet ſeeing hee goeth ſtreight to his iournies ende, 
ſhall arriue at the houſe of Fame, be crowned with ho- 
nor, who will not vndergoe a poore labour, to gaine 
ſo rich a lewell ? for though the rootes of Ferre be bit 
ter, yet the fruites be ſweete. 

Againe, if in things dan and full of perilles, Del new 
a man will not ſticke to hazar = life, 'run through = wren. 

an 
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and water, abide hunger, colde, and willingly beare a 
thouſaud miſcrics, incident to long and tedious iour- 
nies, to diue into the bowelles of the earth for golde, 
traffique to Orinoque, the Indians, and farte temote 

ces to feede the long deſire of this ſhort life, as the Poet 
laith - | 
Impiger extremos carrit marcator ad Indos, 
Per mare pauperiem ſugiens per ſaxa,per ignes : 


How ought they thẽ tohunt after V ertae, the bright 
ſonne of proſperitie, which can raiſe them vp, ſamquam 
e puluere c luts, out of duſt and claie, to the high pitch 
ofcuerlaſting honour. 

But as many waies croſſe the Queenes high · way, ſo 
Vertne is wanted and thwarted, with many ſmoothe 
paths, if by exact care they be not auoyded,and though 
there be a ſpatious oppoſition an Antitheſis, yet no ſucli 
difference at the firſt ſeemeth, for long pacing breedeth 
content, by reaſon the mine is nummed and brought a 
ſleepe, with ſuch varietie of obiects, as dale the ſences, 
and ſixe the opinion ſo firme in an ill courſe, that he 
findeth himſelfe enexorable to turne head, and ſet ſoo- 
ting inthe way of Vertae. 

Neuertheleſſe, though Vertue is ſo noble, glorious, 
honourable, immortall, &c. (that neither my dull wit, 
rudencſle of ſpeech, or this little volume is able to ex- 
preſſe her infinit praiſes: but had rather need of prompt 
eloquence, and cunning moſt excellent, and much lei- 
ſure therevnto) yet Vice is painted out with ſuch good - 
ly colouts, and ſo gorgiouſly ſet out with pompe, that 
iumping with the naturall impediment, a man is ſoone 
lulde a ſleepe in pleaſures, and deluded by phantaſma, 

adreainc, 
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2 dteame a ſha dow : as it was with Calin, that dreamd 
he was aK ing, and wheawooke he was a begger- or the 
foole of Syracaſa, who being oppteſt with melancho- 
ly, thought all the ſhips that arriucd in the hauen, were 
laden with his marchandiz ec; ſo doth it mocke the ima · 

ination, with flattering allurements,and drawe a man 
by litle & litle to his owe deſtruction. O tis an amiable 
diuel, a ſweet ſinne, a lycorous poyſon, a ſmiling cut- 
throate,a weeping Crokidile : fo that hy this the minde 
is drawne from all celeſtiall contemplation, and froui 
that heauenly — which the ſingularitie of that di- 
uine ſweetneſſe doth require, and by that meanes be- 
come careleſſe & negligent, in the purſuit of Yertee, and 
haue no deſire to be partaker of her vtilitie and profite, 
but are wholy circumuented and cartiedaway by Iniu- 
ſtice, luxurie, pride, couetouſneſſe, ſelſe loue, and ſuch 
like; for this fleeting ioy, is a ſweet delight; but as the 
Poets faine, that drinking the water Lethe,breedeth for- 
getſulneſſe: ſo vice and pleaſure, makes the mind obtuſe 
and careleſſe of all holy vertues,wherby the whole man 
is tranſported into all licentiouſneſſe. And for this cauſe 
are pleaſures ompared to the Syrins, that appeare loue- 
ly in ſight with golden locks, chirry lippes. roſie checks, 
&c. and all that part aboue the water goodly, beautifull, 
and pleaſant to beholde : but the tayle hid belowe is 
ſharpe,crooked, venomous, that ſheno ſooner draweth 
a man vnto her by a wantõ countenance, but preſently 
ſtings him to death; for paine & pleaſure are two twins, 
for he no ſooner letteth his minde ſlip to one, but the 
other is readie to caſt him into miſerable eſtate. And 
therefore to ſhun pleaſures, it is good to behold herbe- 
hind and not before, to cõſider what trouble,torments, 


diſhonour,and ignominie, waits vpon her, foraftcr her 
G 3 gheſts 
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gheſts are ſurfeited with dainties,ſhe makes the ende as 


farall and ominous as the Centaurs feaſts, a ſuttle Sywon, 


that telles a pleaſing tale to breede ſecuritie, droppi 
hony from pans. hath the poyſon of —— 
der her tongue, a ſtanding ponde, cleare aboue: but all 
filth and mudde below : and therfore the wiſe ſchoole. 
maiſter, warneth his ſcholler to ſhunne pleaſures, for 
feare of ſmart; ſowre things follow ſweete, and ioy hea- 
vineſſe. Yoluptareſca » aich he, Pleaſure is the 
bait ofcuil : and bor. ad lollium. | 


Sperne voluptatu nocet empta dolore volupt as. 


Yet many repute themſelues wiſe and excellently 
feen,though they are nothing daunted at ſuch a hidious 
monſter : and ſo are wiſe only in opinion, and with this 
ſortiſh cogitation enterpriſe matters infamous, yea of- 
tentimes tothe vtter ruine & ouerthrow of themſelues, 
and by this meanes run headlong into all manner vice, 
not ſuſpecting the m6ſter-like danger ouer their heads. 

He that followes pleaſure, is as the ſpider that labou- 
reth all day to intangle a flie, or like a wa: von boy that 
blowes vp feathers into the aire, and ſpends the time in 
running vpand downe after them, for what is pleaſure 
buta puffe? and what is all painfull and ponderous la- 
bours but a copweb / If we ſhoote not at this marke, to 
caſt anchor in the harbor of Vertac, ſor if we couet to be 
honoured, otherwiſe then by Yerree, we climbe a rot- 
ren ladder ſure to fall; for vaine- glory is a blaze which 
ſoone vaniſheth, gliſtering for a while in ſome outward 
pompe, in the darkneſſe efthis world, carrying with 
u ſome fſhewe of Gentrie, when tis but the — 
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of Vice, Pride, and (welli — 
i it ſor a man to win the whole world , and his 
owne ſoule? to daunce in pleaſure ſor a while, and liue 
in woe for euer / What great matter was in Dariwand 
Alexander, T amber lune and Baiazeth, Caſar and Pompey, 
that ſtroue for the monarchiall ment, and to be 
ſole Potentates of the world ? but that the after times 


might ſing with Melib. 
Hat memini c viltum froſtra comtendereThyrfin, Echy v. 


Ex ills Coridon,Coriden eft tempere nob, 


What was their happines, but vnquiet & perturbati- 
ons: — auddlin — 
after, but ſnatching at vncertaintie, — 
that they were ſure of before : ſo that all this worldly 
ſtriſe was but to ſatisfie the hungry deſire of a fewe 
dayes, to purchaſe ſuch honour as finkes into obliuion, 
leauing no happie memorie behinde of any notable 
vertue, 

But the onely warre-fare is ſtriving for Yert#e , by oy, e 
reſiſting the paſſions of the minde : this is both a valiant ware face. 
and an honourable ition, a true Martialiſt he is 
indeed, that by ſtrong hand labour to (i e his re- 
bellious luſts, and is ambitious of nothing but onely 
Vertac, — — 

ies, glory, an t Miltiades,would not ſut᷑- 

— him to take hizreft, for that exceeding defire he had 
to imitate him in Vertue, that ſo he might riſe vp to like 
honour, Former preſidents are ſpurres to quicken the TH. 
mind, to embrace that Yerrse portraied out by our aun- 
tients, — W 
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leaſt by ſloath we become blinde, ignorant, and grope 
in the darke with Polephemes : and this is moſt euident, 
that ſo long as we live in pleaſure, the minde is never il 
luminated with diuine moyſture : for while the time is 
ſpent in voluptuouſneſſe, a blaſt of vanitie, a bubble of 
water, the excellent faculties of the ſoule are depreſſed 
and weyed downe with baſe & ſeruile deſignements. 
But hauing thus rudely run over the profitable ſtu- 
die of Fertwe, in this homely manner, as the dulneſſe of 
my wit, and ſhortneſſe of time would ſuffer, it now te- 
maineth to blaze out her enemie Vice, & more liuely to 
paint out thoſe capitall euils which oppoſe themſclues 
againſt honeſtie. And in this the method of the aunti- 


A diomenical ent Philoſophers is to be obſerued, who were not con- 
ewixtVice and tent to explain the morall vertues, with a bare and ſim - 


Venue. 


ple demonſtration, but alſo — to — w her contra» 
ry and repugnant vice, that by due conſidering both, 
we might embrace the good and ſhun the cuil z and 
that by the glory of one, the other = be more vg. 
ly and loathſome: for when ertue is viſibly painted our, 
inuironed with Vice, we haue her in greater admiratiõ, 


and her excellencies in higher regard, & therfore Forti- 


tude hath audacitie on the one ſide, & timiditie on the 
other ſide, ſcience, ignotance, & ſiniſter perſwaſion, and 
lo euery one, the more & the leſſe, whereby we ſee not 
onelyt — — reflexion , but the very abſtract 
and eſſence ofthem both, & although one would think 
that Temperance, a heauenly Vertue, were inough to 
moue to ſobrietie, yet if the many enormities that come 
ofthe contrary be omitted. a man is hardly diſſwaded. 
Therfore Diogenes being demaunded how one ſhould 
keepe himſelt ſober, by bcholding(quoth — 
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lineſſe of drunkards; for it is manifeſt,that when a crab. 
bed vilage anda misſhapen —— 
able & louely perſonage, the itie of the one doth f 
much illuſtrate and beautiſie the other. Yenas was euer 
faireſt when ſhe ſtood by Vulcã: ſo that viewing this 4 
tichifis,honour and ſhame, perſect᷑ bliſſe & neuer dying 
ſorrow,& looking tothe finall endes, & the reward that 
they both yeeld atlaſt, we may be ſtirred vp with an ar- 
— deſtroy Vice, & maiſter that comberſome 
eruant 

Now — — — is diligent educa- 
tion & training vp youth in diſcipline, a vniuer- good educs. 
lt goodwarained, borthisis the maine pillartharhel. von is the 
deth vp & the gouernment, without which | 
no Commõ - wealth could & peaceably continue. 
And therfore it is in the power of , to make or 
marre the world , forit children be not well nurtured, 
how ſhall they bequeath that to poſteritie which they 
neuer deriued fr6 their aunceſtars ? or if ſuperiours and 
magiſtrates, giue not example in their places, ho 
ſhould they induce other to pietie ? for as Alas is faig- 
ned to ſu the heauens with his ſhoulders, ſo muſt 
the world be held vp by diſcipline, & thoſe vices cut off 
with the ſword of reformation, that fight againſt hone- 
ſtie; for her valour and courage will ſoone weaken by 
impunitie and cuill example; but as the cutting off the 
head of a ſerpẽt killeth the body, ſo the immoderate paſ- 8 
— mind rooted out in the beginning, the whole 

of this hidious mõſter voluptuouſnes is deſtroied, 

and the tranquility oſ the mind poſſeſt with ioy; 
for being once taught to loath Vice, & traded in wel do- 
ing, from the cradle, is thereby ſo well qualified, 5 4 
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tay courſe it yndertakes, 
0 — — 7 — — 
_ ofitowneimrard good , findeth 
without of ſo equall rate, for which it ſhould alter 
turne, but being ſetled in an honeſt courſe, kee- 
petha ſweete berweene the intellectiue and 
the morrall, and yeeldeth it ſelfe ſutable, to the vertuous 
diſpoſition oftheminde, the excellencies whercof, i is 
manifeſted with ſuch rare demonſtrations, that it neuer 
ſubiecteth it ſelſe to baſe inconſtancie and feeble ha- 
zards, expelling Vice, asan enemie to all good ende- 
uour. 
7 To proceed, Yert#e cannot bee gotten without 
wes imployment of the minde and body in commendable 
dren” arts, Securitic and caſe draweth to Vice, if a man 
Venue. — perfect aſſurance, and mabe his 
— — endeuours to 
| —— & not onely do well. but continue there- 
in to the end. But if a man ſuppoſe to be richly vertu- 
| ous for one good deed, as in pa ——_ impoſiti- 
ons,tallages to the poore Chur 6.wealth 
— — — 
from him, it is but theſuperficies and blaze of e: 
for Intentis animi non actws act: — — 
doth approue the act: or ifa man do a good abe 
cident and haphazard, — ge 4am 
counterfeit ſhewe ſeeke to inſinuate into a 
port, when otherwiſe the whole ſcope of his li bevid- 
ous and euill, whatlawde can hee juſtly merite ? but 
whereintirely the minde is bent therevnto , and infla- 
med with her pulchritude , ſo that he perſiſtand holde 
out therein. for cxample,as heisnotto betermeda 
aylor 


— 
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— | 
Taylor, that onely mendeth his garment, or he a ſhoo- 
that onely h his ſhooe, vnleſſe he make it 

his whole art, and expoſe himſelſe therevnto, as to his 
trade and occupation: ſo in like manner, he that flum- 
bleth vpon one action by chaunce, is not by and 
by to be deemed a man; but he onely that doth 
well, and in ſo doing, and as his trade, bee 


wholly occupied therein. For as che minde of the huſ- 


bandman is euer vpon cattell, tillage, — 


as belong to his calli lors vpon their ſhips, & 

—_ — learning, ſomuſt 
the whole diſpoſition and carriage be in Ver- 
te , as on the day - ſtarre that guideth to the hauen of 


reſt. 

It — deeds, or ſuch 
things asare nce- , or peraduen - 
ture without a ſetled minde, that tie honoreth, for 

man goeth ſo far in common honeftie: but when 
the integritie of the heart is ſtirred vp by deuotion to 
ſtreame out a continuall Rore of good workes , with a 
mind willingly diſpoſed therevnto. 

Neuertheleſſe: if our eye. ſight and vn 

could pierce inward, or that we had the eyes of Linx, to 
penetrate the ſecrets of the minde, we might ſee many 
rauening wolues, couered with a ſheepes skinne, and 
the nature of a cruell and ſauage Tyger lurking in 
ſome, that outwardly carrie a ſemblance of Yertse, a 
ciuil courſe, & an hypocriteclad with the mantle of ho- 
neftie : for ſhee carrieth a generall good liking of all 
men, and (as Plus faith) if ſhe could be viſibly painted 
out to the eye, euery one would bee wonderfull 


rauiſhed with her perteRions , and therefore the euill 
H 


ſeeke 


Hor, 
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kcke ty hide their vices vnder her ſhadow, and drawe 
the curtaine of pollicie in the portraiture of pietie: 
forſtand he never ſo obſtinate in a deſperate ſtate, and 
bee really poſſeſt with wickedneſle , yet in no caſe 
will hee willingly ſeeme to be that in ſhewe which hee 
is indeed, but labour to hide it what he may, and co- 


uer the ſhame of euill with a imple ſhadow, if it be but 


with ſigge· leaues, and deaurate and guild ouer his 
ſpottes and ſores with the tincture, and dye of holy- 
neſſe. For the puritie of / ertue makes men deteſt their 
owne euill, and 1 Vice breake out, and be ne- 
uer ſo ant, yet will they cunningly blinde the opi- 
nion; and flye to her. for ſuccour: and albeit theyr 
eyes bee dazeled with the ſplendour of Vertue, and 
cannotchooſe but admire her beautie, yet haue they 
no power to follow her, but pine away, and giue her no 
entertainment, which the Poet well noteth, tus luu- 
datur & alget. 

Vertue (faith hee) is praiſed of many, but ſhe may 
flarue for colde before they will take her in, and warme 
her by their fire. 

Theſe are right counterfeites, that haue nothing 
but a clowde or skinne of Yertze , which as a ſlender 
— — with cuery daſh, a gloſe, an I- 
mage, that they keepe ſo long as they haue pleaſure or 
profit thereby: they may well be compared to vaine- 

lorious women, who becauſethey want beautie, co- 
our their faces with painting,to get that by art,thatna- 
ture hath denied them. 

Yea there be ſome that ſeeme the very Images of 
anQitic, lowely,courtcous,modeſt, humble, their eyes 

8 . fixed 
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fixed on their graues,their haire ſhorter then their eye- 
browes, as though they were myrrours of religion e 
and pietie, and by robbing Vertue of her beſt apparell, bie dealers, 
decke themſelues with the habite of honeſtic , and 
yet haue nothing within butartificiall knauerie, fraud, 
deceit, and hypocricie : for if outwardly ſtretcht to 
ſhewetheyr in ward good, they then appeareas they 
arc, and lay themſelues open to theyr owne ſhame : 
the touch. ſtone of triall can ſoone diſtinguiſh them a- 
right; 6 how ſuch ſmoothe fronted hypocrites can 
dally with the time, and cut out their manners to the 
beſt faſhions,onely to pleaſe thoſe who meaſure others 
ood by their owne integritie, and as long as the Sun 
ines, goe by the ſhadoweofothers , but their light 
failing, ſoone leaue their earneſt following, and is ſo 
hotl * in his colde zeale, that he is neuer without a 
boult in his mouth to ſhoote through his ſimple neigh- 
bour. 
But becauſe I will not be too Cinicall, to anato- 
mize — imperfections, I will bee ſparing : 
I could neuertheleſſe paint out ſome , that as long as 
gaine hung on their profeſſion, were not ſlacke to oucr- There be too 
take the beſt men: but the world ſlyding, their meanes — 
failing, and the gaine they reaped by ſuch their profeſ- 
ſion decaying , theyr hotte loue to pietie melis away 
like ſnowe before the Sunne, and as dogs, turne back to 
their owne vomit. So that heere is the depth of poli- 
cie, in fifting the carryage to the humour of good 
men, that tracing the path of counterfeit holyneſſe, 
might gaine both fauour and aduancement. For asl 
faid be ore, if Vice ſhould come in her own ſhape, fewe 


ornone would giue her entertainment , and though 
H 2 inwardly 


— 
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inwardly imbraced of ſome, yet outwardly deteſted of 
all. |; 
Theſe arelike blades that have painted ſheathes, but 
canker-fret and ruſtie within. And as the Cameleon 
hath all colours ſaue white, ſo haue they all parts ſaue 
— 0 l 

The fiſh Palins (as ſome write) hath this ie 
that it can 28 into the likenefſe of a = or 
ſeeme to be that which is next it, and ſo vnder colour 
I! of not ſceming as it is, doeth rauen vppon other fiſhes. 
| So in like mannerdo colde Chriſtians prey vppon the 
| ſimplicitie of honeſt mindes, and fit themſelues to all 

companics, If among good and vertuous men, then is 

he like them, ſetting himſelfe in his beſt properties, and 

ſeeme to haue that which euery honeſt man ought to 
7 haue, and ſo by that means hide great vices vnder a thin 
f colour of Veriae, that by ſo fitting his habit to the time 
and place, is for the humour of euery perſon, and thus 
by craſtie and diſguiſed diſſimulation, liue in outward 
happineſſe, by praying vpon the good opinion of other 
men. 

But as Socrates ſaid to an humble hypocrite, his pride 
might be ſeene through the rents of his cloake : ſo this 
falſe and double dealing cannot ſo long be hid, bur it 
wil breake out at one rent ot other, and detect his pilfe- 
rie, according to the chaunge of times. | 

And albeit rhe puritic of truth is not hereby any 
whit impeached,being euet one andthe ſame : yet by 
this we may ſee the nakednes of old Adem,that wil at no 
hand appeare as he is. 

But this idle ſhewe and falſe appearance, ù how dan- 
gerous it is to the truth lbeing poſſeſſed with nought but 


LED 


ucacherie 
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treacherieand coſonage, a capitall plague, it is for the 
wicked to make tons of —. 0 — may fitly be 
ſorted to the Apothicaries painted boxes, tliat haue no- 
thing within but poyſon, or ſome deadly compound: 
for which the Phariſes were ſharpely reprehended by 
our Sauiout in the Goſpell, and as the Lorde complai- 
neth by the Prophet, T hey honour me with their lippes : 
but their hearts are farre from me. And therefore heisno ,t 
good man that can reaſon of Fert#ein words, but hee goon wor 

thath a true poſſeſſion in deed, whereby the conſci- icionable 
ence is lead to deale iuſlly, in a continued courſe of well . 
doing: for it is no paine togiue milkie words, ſweete 
tearmes,and make a vaine floriſh of honeſtie, to choake pi 
the hard opinion, which otherwiſe might iuſtly be im- : 
puted: for this is but vaine· glory, which is euer gaping ö 
with open mouth for popular applauſe, for doing — 
thing that hath a ſhew of V ertue, to get ptaiſe of the rude 
multitude. 

And though by proſperitie a man be digniſied with 

—— titles, yet if it ſpring not from V ertues roote, it is 

a baſtard plant, a rotten carkaſſe with a painted skin. 
And howſocuer they mocke the world for a while with 
the badge of honeſtie, yet the all · ſeeing eye of heauen, , (exe. 
to whom darłneſſe is light, per{picuoully obſerueth all che b in 1 

their deeds, and will bring them forth euen as they are 41 
naked and vncouered : But as ſuch fallacies,and dilluſi- it | 
ens, are incident to a baſe and ſeruile condition: ſo are 
they euermore abhorred ot an honeſt man. 

Neuertheleſſe many there be that binde themſclues ,,,...,.. 
apprentiſe to vniuſt colluſion and fraudulent dealing : come #n oc- 
in ſo much that lying and falſhood is become an occu- <vp*tione- 
pation, faire and (moothe words carry away all their q. 

H 3 gaines 
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ines, increaſed by oppreſſion, and by deluding the 
A bad wares ned that which is cor. 
rupt, vnholſome & naught, (wit teſtations) 
— good and — and — 
rate too. It is lawtull for euery man to maintaine his 
charge, and by his calling in which he is ſer, which to o- 
mit is worſer then an Infidell: but with this caution, e- 
ucrmore profit, muſt go with honeſtie, and not immea - 
ſurably carried with greedy affectiõ, to multiply = by 
vniuſt means that that is cõſcionablygottt᷑ is profitable; 
and nothing profitable, that is diſhoneſt: but to pull a- 
way either by vſurie, extortion, briberie, or elent 
dealing, is te pugnant to honeſtic : ortoencreaſe a com. 
moditie by an other mans diſcommoditie,ryueth aſun- 
der the common fellowſhip of mankinde. Tai hand- 
ling this argument in his offices to his ſonne Atarle, 
ſaith, Ifrworunne in a race, each one ought to ſtriue ſo 
much as he can to win the prize : but in no caſe he muſt 
not trip his fellow, keep him back with his hand, or caſt 
blocks to ſtumble on, for that is not equal: ſo in like ſort 
(aith he) while we run a tace in this world, it is good 
to get that may ſerue the turn, in an equall & ĩuſt courſe: 
but it is neither right, nor honeſt, to racke, extort, and 
purloyne from other, and by ſetting the conſcience on 
the tainter-hookes, to riſe vp by his fall. 

It was ordained by the Athenian Lawe, that the 
ſeller, ſhould laie open the faultes of the ware to the 
buyer, and ſeeing he ſelleth, to ſell with the beſt aduan- 
tage to him that buyeth, with this ot the like promul- 

ation. 
4 Aduexi, expoſui, vendo menne non pluris quam eaterit 
fortaſſe etiam minoru, cum maior eft copia,cai fit __—_ 
cre 
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— is m — — ſell _ for no 
more then other men, for leſſe, ſeeing l 
haue more ſtore, to n= Law — done? — 
that ſhould obſerue this in our dayes, would either be 
thought a mad man or a fooleʒ ſo tarre is this griping co- 
uetouſneſſe rooted in the harts of many, that they make 
no conſcience to get gaine; Fas, aut nenn, by hooke or 
crook fo they may come by it-inſo much that this gree- 
die deſire hath eaten vp all remorſe of conſcience, that 
labor all day with deceir,andriſe vp early to wealth, by 
the ſpoyle & vndoing of other. O how pleaſant & ſweet 
is the ſauour of gaine tothe carnall man, be — ſo 
iniuriouſ — ! Yeſpaſian the Emperour, delighted 
ſoin powling and . his ſubiecs, that nothing was 
exempted from his tallage not ſo much as the very vrin 
made in euery houſe, but he had tribute for a certaine 
quantitie, for which being maligned and ill ſpoken of, 
his ſonne difſwaded him from it, as a thing baſe & diſ- 
honourable : but putting ſome of the piſſing mony in a ve 

famed napkin,held it to his ſonnes noſe, asking him gu ſweet 
— it ſmelt; meaning thereby, that though it was had — 
of a filthy exctement, yet the money ſauoured well 
enough; Suaαν oder lucri ex qualibet , and that gaine is 
{weete of whatſocuer it commeth. 

All lying, in making bargaines is vtterly forbidden, 
falſe waits & meaſures abhominable,and wealth gotten 
this way clogs the ſoule: for it is neuer proſnable to do 
euil,becauſe it is euermote hatefull : and becauſe it is al. 
wayes honeſt to deale iuſtly, tis euermore profitable. 
No man by the ignorance of an other,ought to increaſe 
his one gaine : and no greater iniurie can be vſed * 


amongſt godly Chriſtians, then fallcly to mn 
Inder 
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vnderſtanding. Nothing couetouſly, vniuſtly, wrong 
fully, ot wauetingly, is fit to be done. 

He that is thertore ſer vp in a trade, and hath to deale 
with men in bargaining, muſt be warie leaſt he be catri- 
ed into vnconſcionable getting, and be content with 
a reaſonable gaine without exaction, for the ignorance 
of the buyer, cannot excuſe the deceit of the ſellet. 

Neuertheleſſe, many ſhop-keepers, keep ſmall con- 
ſcience in vttering their ware, their ſhops, ſhops of de- 
ccit, for now almoſt all men crye out, that there is no- 
thing but coſonage in buying and ſelling, and not with- 
out cauſe: for let a ſunple man come — peece of 
cloath, or what other thing he needeth in ſome of their 
ſhops(l will not ſay all, for no doubt ſome deale honeſt» 
ly) if hee be ignorant and vnskilfull in that hee buy- 
eth, is ſure to pay double the value, or at leaſtwiſe much 
more then it is worth: and yet wil they ſweare and = 
Many zue teſt,and heape vpa many oathes, that were it not to him 

ache fn-! he could — — — , and that it is farre better _ 
the mony he paieth the buyer thus deceiued, yet thin 
* himſelfe — friended: but if he bookes — he ſells, 
and that the buyer comes vpon truſt, then ſhall he pay 
well for Inke and paper, that in the ende he muſt buys 
his commoditie twiſe. Vea, craft is into the bo- 
ſome of ſome, with ſuch Foxe. like ſubtiltie, that they 
laie open theit ware as nettes, to catch young Gentle- 
men, who hauing good friends and aſſured poſſibilitie, 
ſhall haue what he will vpon truſt: prouided his lands 
be bound for paiment; and ſo long ſeede his humout 
with coyne and commodities, that they creep at laſt in- 
to his whole poſſeſſions. 
A man muſt not onely vſe a lawfull trade, but — 
vſe 
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vic it , without deceit, and though it be neuer 
ſo baſe, yet if followed with diligence, will maintaine 
his eſtate honeſtly,ſo be it that he alwaics keepe within 
the eſſenciall properties thereof: yet there be ſome that 
— — —— err 
reſt til they haue all meanes, leaue the limits of 
their calling, and runne into by courſes, and either fall 
into a life, or attempt that wherein they haue 
no y their follies many times are made ma.: 
—— for none can iudge of an Art, but he 
thatisan Artizan, hereby hindring his neigbbour x ho 
hath fitted himſelfe to it by , 
— — 
is quite forgot; Ne ſator, vity 

muſt notgoe beyond his larcher,the 
in heploogh, bar nor ſchollers teach Coriden to holde jt that ix js now 


— within the com- forgonen. 
— —.— 
into res : —— ie fel. 
eos ay — yet will claſpe many 
things, ſuppoſing bene eg. e 
to inough, though 
— — — 95 


into many trades, 
— — nanother, in — that it 
* - ng Selicitas circa mults, buſied 

— thin e vn — let the vn 5 

then asse eee good — 

abilitie. For as a ſwift currant running in one kill, is very 
forcible, but if deuided into ſmall angles is leſſe power- 
full : ſo in like caſe ſo long as a man poldeth out in that 
— vp in, it is effectuall, but if hee once 
intoother Arts, doth vtterly _ 
en 
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ken and diſable himſclfe, and is vnfit for any notable 
enterpriſe, and by leauing his peculiar trade, is pol- 
ſeſt with ſuch _ diſcontent, as hee repineth at 
the proſperitic of his neighbour, which is the truite of 
enuy. 

Others there be ſo luskiſh and idle, that though 
they haue both meanes, ſtrength and abilitie, yer will 
follow none at all, but be better content with hun 
and eaſe, then labour and profite, or elſe by vnlawtull 
ſhifts come to a ſhamefull ende: but as the grippleneſſe 
of the one is to be auoyded, ſo the ſecutitie of the other 
is to be hated. It is meete that man follow his 
owne vocation, and being ordained for one thing, not 
to fall into an other: If fit for one, to holde that, and 
ſecke no other : if apt for pollicic, to leaue the Mini- 
ſtrie : if fit for the plough, to leaue the Pulpit, and 
vic that for which hee is moſt pregnant : for one of 
theſe require a whole man, and not the leaſt part of 
a man. 

Threethings vpholda MoMchie in peace & tran- 
uillitie, Scil: tu ſupplex, ora, tu protege, tuque labora, Pray 
> wry defend thou, and labor thou : theſe z.imploy the 


Threethings happineſſe of euery ſtate; the firſt the Eccleſiaſtical dil. 


intended in 
icie. 


cipline: the ſecond, the politique ſtate: and the third, 
the ſtate fubiugate : ſo that by theſe, & in theſe, a peace» 
able gouernment is maintained and theſe are the im- 

loyments of the particulars members of a politique 
bodie,withia thelimits of which,cucry one muſt keepe 
and containe himſelſe. 

But if any man fall into extrauagant courſes, hee 
ſlippeth into thoſe euils that flowe from the complexi- 
on of nature. Wee ſee howe many are rapt vp with 
greedie 
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greedie deſire of getting, and neverſatisfied with that 
they haue, or can come too, eyther by violent extortiõ, 


pend ten pound i 
mind abroad,then by looſing ten pence, to haue it qui 
etly ended at home. ” 

I and now adayes ſome are ſo madde & brain-ficke, 
that they fall the cares for the value of a 
ſtrawe, and hard ſhift though they be neuer © 
poore, but they will be Termers, and trot to Weſtmin- 
{ter three or foure times a yeare, though their wiues and 
children inthe meane while : and what get they 
inthe end after their long ſuites, ſaue a flap with a Foxe. 
taile (as the ſaying is) and come home by Need- ham 
croſſe, and fooles acre, then crye they out, might ouer- 
comes right, would I had knowne thus much ,a 
— — take the lawiers, Iam vndone: they weepe, 
the lawicrs laugh, and the diuels fings. The common» If t were noe 
wealth is as a den of controuerſies a man cannot brooke i Ce 
a pettie wrong, but by & by he runs to ſome mak=bate q- d 
ſome petty fogger,who no doubt is forward caught eee 
put ſier to towe, and the bellowes to blow the coalcs of g 2... 
contentions: filling the head with quirkes & quiddits, Fg. 
who being hote is now of a light ficr;ill bebe in * 
— world ſhall not diſſwyade him. — — —— 
as in Enghnd, as in r nor! common- 
beate downe chatitie, — 20 themſclues great h. 
inheritance by the diſcords of brabling clyents. 

Againe, ſome fora private gaine, will murmurata 
common good, and rather wiſh a dearth to beneſite 
ſome fewe, then a plentie, that may bring profit all: 
if they haue ſtore of corne, they had cather keepe 


it 
f 9. ſtill 
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Il! | ill in their barnes till it be muſtie and naught, or ſuffer 
it! vermine to ſpoile it, in hope of an exceſſiue price, then 
| — — , to haue a reaſonable 


ll ina true experiment, that ſuch moathes 
ll a — that they had rather 
1 their graine till it be and foiltic at home, 
Il orſendit to our enemies ſtarue and weaken 
| — — ——— — 
19 encreaſe. Certainly t would 
| | ſceme Chriſtians, andinen of good ſpirit, yet are they 


— no nor any whit com tothe Hea- 
— — nothing too deare for their 


— — — the high 
I" | | 2 — laine = — 
to knowe Satin tharhthoo toics 
——— to make him foole-fine, cannot be content to hold the 
| gentleman. h, and be one of thoſe Arateres optinuos ciner Rip. 
(ood common meal men, keepe hoſpitalitic , and 
1 his teuenewes moderately, and doo good in the 
IH! place where he dwells: but being crept vp to wealth by 
if thedeathof — — — 
dubd a gentleman — — 
though it be ata deare rate, and bee a ſmoałie gallant in 
y he beg his bread in age, and laſh out that 
poo his father got miſerly; and as one well 
ſaith, tedding that with a forkeinone yeare , that was 
not 


ns en — 


— — — — —— 
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together with a rake in twentie. And thus 
— — affirmed before , that the 
a wretched miſcr holderh not long together, 
as it hath bene badly gotten , ſo tis as leaudly 
He i now ofnocſteeme valeſſe hee be cut of the 
on, and can ſwagger and braue it out, ſweare himſelfe 
into ſmoake with pure reſined oathes,and fuſtion pro- 
tcſtations, take T witha whiffe, and be odly hu- 
morous. And in no caſe it muſt not be heisa 
Gentleman , and therefore to ſhun the you muſt 
a ſacke-full of worſhipfull titles to coole his 
, when (God wot) his would haue 
bene gladoofa cruſt of browne but what ſhould 
he be toucht with baſe birth or bad life? is he not now 
OOO — 
generoſitie is like a copper new guilt ouer, | x 
— — 2 1 
Now theſe cannot truly lay that the honour of their - 4 
bouſe did firſt riſe in that true gentilitie is deti · . ”y 
ued out of their loines to ſucceſſion , becauſe they are | 
neither poſſeſt with any notable Vertue, nor created b 
noble by accident, but haue onely alittle , which by | 
— — u theig no- IM 


= 


haue many airs, et lt 
vine ty bei hath more honour 
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Counterfeit 
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they haue the temperance of the minde & body before 
remembred, 
We haue here in common vſe to buy and ſell, diuers 


peeces of ſiluer and gold, which paſſeth from man to 


man as ent, ſo long as the merrall be currant, 
— — but if we findea peece 
counterfeit, and the true ſtampe ſet vpon baſe mettall, 
we preſently naile it to a poſt, and wiſh the coiner han- 

that all the eſtimation is in the mettall and not in 
the print: ſo in like manner, though a man be neuer ſo 
rich, & neuer ſo ——— if Vertaec liath not 
framed him fit for thoſe places, wiſe, affable, temperate, 
but fooliſh, malicious, and vainglorious, he is no other - 
wiſe, but as the print of honour, ſet vpon baſe bullion 
and ſo commits horrible treaſon againſt the maieſtie of 
Vertne. 

There bee ſome that hunt after honour, and ſome 
that be hunted after by honour: touching the firſt, they 
are ſuch as by bribes or double diligence creepe into a 
place or office of t, and neuer reſt-nightnor 
day, till by money & friendſhip they haue got ita hun- 
grie eye to ſpye out, and an impudent face to thruſt in, 
and beeing warmely ſeated, ſtrout yp and downe with 
ſwelling termes, as if they had riſen by ſome degree of 
Vertae. The other ſort are ſought after by honour, and 
they bee ſuch that Vertue frameth fit for that purpoſe, 
chat firſt growe excellent in ſome high deſert, for theſe 
beg no nor foiſt into office, but if it come, they 
vnwillingly hold it, and be no whit the more puft vp ia 
opinion, but iuftly exerciſe the ſame, not ſo much 
for theyt owne priuate gaine , as for the generall 


_ | Liberalitic 
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much ? according to his owneabilitic , and the others 
neceſſitie: and when? in ſeaſon and in due time, for li- 
beralitie refteth not onely in the quantitie of the thin 
iuen, but in the naturall diſpoſition of the giuer. And 
Nis is one of the chieſe ſpecies of Iuſtice, to follow the 


worthines ofthe perſon in conſidering his good parts: A 
for if gifts followe not Yertze , — — — A 
ment to her followers : nothing is li but t — „ 


whichisiult , which is thegroundof all, forIulticeis gan 
cuery Vertue, if herſhoulders be bowed downe with 
want, to beraiſed vpagaine with gifts: for there is no 
Vertue, but too much milerie yeth : in ſo much 
that ifa man be as prudent as Cato, as iuſt as CHHanhus, 
as magnanimious as Scipio, and as temperate as Carine, 
yet neuertheleſſe, if theſe vertues bee not eſtſoones 
cheriſhed by beneuolence, they will ſoone faint, groe 
feeble,and be daunted. T oleglorie cupiditatem, & omne Oſer. A. i. 
fladiam virtus extimguer, ſaith one. Take away the 
deſire of glotie, and all ſtudie of Yertse is 
extinct : for true it is, that no man eyther for his pri- 
uate good, ot common profit, will apply the mindeto 

any 


any Vertue, vnleſſe he be held vp and comforted in ad- 
verſitie, or rauiſhed with an immortall hope, becauſe 
the faculties of the minde are wholly ſtudious to holde 
vp his poore dying life. Againe,who would bend him- 
ſelle to Art, Science, Facultie, or any kinde of learning, 
if there were not ſome glory ? for what moueth the 
Lawierto beate his wits on Littiet ans Maximes ? or to 
beſo earneſt to finde out the differences of cauſes , to 
bring them to a head, but glory? the Diuine to ſtudie 
the myſteries of Gods wonders? or the Phiſition to 
Home: ali Oh not at pre- 
e. ferment? To conclude, honour nouriſheth Art, and for 
the regard of dignitie, do learned men ſtriue to exceede 
in facultie; ſo that aduancement is the mother of Ver- 
tues Common-wealth , yet neuertheleſſe is it not ſo tyed 
within the limits of a circle, to there and goe no 
further, I meane in reſpecting ſimply the vertues of the 
Doner, as to reward Vertue, and nothing but Yert#e, for 
the vicious being in want, muſt bee likewiſe cheriſhed, 
though not for his owne ſake ( hauing nothing in him 
of worth,yet becauſe he is a Chriſtian brother) & ther- 
fore the Apoſtle willeth vs to do good to all, but eſpecis 
ally to the vertuous. 
So that a franke minde doth as well march before 
and leade the way to Vertue, as nouriſh her in whom 
* = is _— The ſubſtance ofa rich man _ . to — 
muste ſhut liberalitie cannot open it, nor ſo vnlocke 
— — for euery body, — meaſure to be kept, 
which muſt bee referred to abilitie: ſot as it is not the 
part of a liberall man to be too pinching and niggardly, 
28 to with · hold from good dutie, ſo is he prodigall that 


ſpendeth his faculties vpon flagitious and vile perſons, 
or 


Vierter (ommon-wealth, 
| 90 
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or bad and leaud courſes, but onely where there 
is a of Vertu —— or an introduction to a ſu- 
ture ie: forthe im ol money is not ho- 
neſt, vnleſſe it be ro ſome good end, neither is he a wiſe 
— — —— 

patrimonie, eſpecially 1 vaine things 
— memes cr — 
— — — 


ignominie 
— — ings, hawkings, 
and ſuch vaine ſports that ſoone vaniſh ? — 
teſt folly that may bee, that the thing that a man doth 
which is honeſt, to endeuour it may no be done: 
ſor as a wiſe man omitteth not to do at all times, 
ſo hee vſeth the matter with ſuch moderation, that 
— n 
is 


— — — — Nero, 
Caligula, —— other like monſters, which 
exhauſted and deuoured infinite treaſures in banquets, 


brothel. houſes, and ſuch abhominations, was this libe- 
ralitie : ſnal they notſuffer reproach to the worlds end? 
and ſhall not all prodigall ſpend-thrifts, that waſtfully 
conſume their wealth, be partakers of the like ſhame ? 
— when they are not transferred with the 
rule meaſure, to doo that which they may continue 
to do, and ſith they haue meanes to do good, to raiſe vp 
a happie memorie by dedicating theyr beneuolence to 

tie: and this was the ———— auntients ſet forth 
the picture of a Gentleman with his hands open, to ſig- 
nific that liberalitie was the honour oe — 

K an 


Prodigalic is 
a cogung fice. 


From a good man, gifts paſſe with a free donation, 
not looking backe for tequitall, nor blowing the trump 
when he giveth almes: yet can wee not ſay, but grati- 
tude as a hand- maide, is euer attendant, for though a 

man cannot acquite againe in meaſure, yet is he 
will hee, nill hee, to confeſſe a debt beyond mea - 
fare, fora good mind doth alwayes remunerate a good 


rune - 
Beneſaita male locata maleſac ia arbitro. 
Good deeds miſplaced, become euill deeds. 


So that it is a great decay of V ertuc, when the merits 
ofthe vertuous are careleſly ouer-paſſed, for when men 
are ledde by paſſion, not by reaſon, many worthy ſpi- 
rits tun out their liues vnprofitably, conſume their daies 
in condolement, and repent the time "_ in ſcience, 
when might haue ſome adulterous trade. 
Now Ifay when Fertue doth knockeat the doore of li- 
i can haue no entrance, no maruell though 
frozen with colde, & goe a begging from doore 


to doore: but the iniquitie ofthe time hatcheth many 
euils in aduancing where V ertac doth not merit, in tai- 
ſing vpſuch as are voyd of all good parts. Now whẽ᷑ no- 
table imploymens are vnworthily beſtowed, and giuen 
by cortuptiõ, the power ol Verte muſt needs be weake- 
ned and growe colde, and be feeble as the Orator faith; 

| AM 
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Malt enim ſe res habet, cans quod virtate ef fici debet, id Oft. 2. 
tentat wr pecunia. The matrer(laith he) cannot goe well, 
when the ſame thut ſhould be wrought by Yertze, is ac- 
compliſhed by this ouerrurneth 


all, for no man 
will willingly embrace her, if ſhee bri — 
ment: ſo that in this there lyeth a two-folde miſchicfe, 


one in the — of learning , the other in the 
corruption, for he — ce muſt needs ſell 
it againe, and —— wring the conſcience with 
iniuſtice : and Cats would that no olde offi · 
cer ſhould be remoued till he dye, or for ſome notable ogcers 
crime. For (ſaith hee) new officers ate as hungrie flyes, ſought for 
that never leave ſuckingeifieteir bellies be full whereas —— 
the old ones being ful before, ſucke more faintly, ſo that 
the oftner they are chaunged, the more do they gnawe 
and ſting the Common wealth: and yet what is more 
common then buying and ſelling of o for there is 
almoſt now a daies, no office, but is bought,ſold,& offe- 
red to him that wil giue moſt, as a ban ſelles his 
— ut nickhornnize — 
ordi as ſimile, he to dignitie: N3genw Fey. ad 
. 
properties & intelligible parts. If a hungryflye, a ſmatte- 
der either for enuy ofthe partie that is alteady poſſeſt of unge, 
ſome office, or to ſatiſſie his deſire of priuate gaine, (for 
by this it ſhalbe beſt knowne)do ſecke vniuſtly to aſpire 
«wg and wreſting the other out, & therein la- 
1 — BY — and — means, it 
may wel t he hath opened the gate of his cõ- 
ſciẽce, to — falle dealing. And — if amã be 
not law fully called, it is a point of wiſdom to ſtayõ haue 


an vaworthy opiniò of himſelfe, & be pacified with his 
K 2 pteſent 


Egb.3, 


Viee rides on 
bot ſebacke, 
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preſent ſtate, vntill the vacancie of a place ſhall impor- 
tune him to make ſute. 

But it often otherwiſe commeth to that mo- 
ney and countenance can promote men of no deſert 
to preferment: for inſtance , one whoſe braine is all 
mudde , that neuer put his aſſe- head into the Accade- 
mie, little wit, and leſſe honeſtie, may notwithſtanding 
climbe vp to office, and be highly ſeated, ſo that he ſing 
ſweetely with Menalcas : Aurea mala decem miſi cras alte 
hs "Andabaſ ſtigmaticall Thraſo, Fex popsli, the ſ 

And a baſe o,Fex the ſcum 
and dregges of the people, that hath no commendable 
qualitie, as meanesto inſinuate into fauour, but garru- 
lous pratling, vn worthy chaſte cares : yet ſhall he want 
no countenance,ifſo be he can but Ars adulandi,to feed 
the flambe of wickedneſſe, with the fuell of ſinfull fop- 


e. 
a” thus ſhall Vice be animated and borne out, be 
itneuer ſobrutiſh and vnciuill, and be hugd inthe bo. 


—— ſome of charitie, when a man honeſt, if poore, ſhall bee 
on foebacke. ſcarce knowne of his neighbours, much leſſe haue an 


meaſurable allowance. O pittifull caſe when Vice ſha 

be exalted, wickedneſſe loued, and godlineſſe hated ! 
Hence it is ſo man — ariſe, when the meede of 
Vertue is ingratitude, and ſo many good wits injured in 
the iuſtice of their merit, guld by ſycophants and flatte- 
rers, are notonely heerby iſtracted in their ſtudies, 


and diſmayed to proceed, but which is worſe, ſo 
diſcontentment breed, that they often ite all 
reuolt from obedience, and eyther fall into diſhoneſt 
ſhifts at home, ot bad atchieuements abroad: thruſting 
their weapons into the bowels of their mothers, * 
| * 
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practiſes, or ſecret conſpiracies. When with 
xAcamlar collatorall praiſes , men of no gifts leape 
vp to preferment;& though they be neuer ſo weake and 
ſimple in iudgement, yet wil dare (being thus lifted vp) 
to cenſure euery man, as they were not meanly ſighted 
in the deepeſt thi d by a malicious rage are readie The ignorant 
to controwle others doings, wh& to back their carping 
put ona ſuperficiall habit of learning, whereas 
if they be nearly toucht, they appeare nothing elſe but 
emptie bagges, ſtuſt with vain-· glory, Nemine gramalice 
re Barbari, & ſeeke what they can to barre the vertuous 
of cheit iuſt reward, and darken their good names with 
ſcandalles, that the memorie of their labours may die. 
Thus when good deſerts are neglected, liberalitic for- 
gotten, and the bad countenanced, the common ſtate 
is in hazard: but this is that iron age Onia ſpeakes Fenea te, 
of, wherein Vertue ſnould finde cold comfort, and paſſe 
from doore to doore vnregarded : which preſcience of "mM 
the Poet was neuer more veriſied thẽ in theſe laſttimes: | 
for neuer was this ſweet harmony of nature, the eye of 
world, the miſtris of reaſon, of leſſe == amongſt men 
then now, for ſome are puft vp with pride & violence, 
that they had rather burye their coyne with Euclis in 
Plautuu, then impart a myte for the incouragement of 
laudable Sciences: in ſo much as this colde deuotion, 
— many to leaue trading for ſo excellent a le- 
well. 
Andnotonly Couetouſneſſe is an obſtacle and let 
therevnto: but Pride, Pride, diuelliſh Pride, is crept in- 
to all ſtates, euery man is fallen in loue with himſelfe, 
either of his perſon or apparell, his quallities are ſo ex- 
cellent in his owne eye, a 1 mans wife will be as 
3 trim 
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trim as a gentlewoman, andcuery one ſtudious to deck 
themſelues in brauerie, when their manners are out of 
all order : like the Muſition that is very carefull 
to ſet his ſtrings in tune, and let his manners be ſtill out 
of order, the minde is ſet vpon faſhions, fangles, & gaw- 
' iſhcloathes, now one, and then an other, neuer con- 
tent long with modeſt and ſober attire, it is too meane, 
too baſe, too beggerly : for now he or ſhe that can put 
themſelues into a monſtrous faſhion, a ſingular habit, 
and be ſtraungely dreſt vp, are in theyr one opinion 

allant, but in the iudgement of wiſe men they are 


3 „ very 
Pride as brief — bladder, painted ouer with many colours, 


ſtuft full of pride and enuie: the brauerie without, ſnew- 


in Sodome. eth the arrogancie within for as there is no fire without 


ſmoale, nor no viſible pricte,bur an inward feſtcring, ſo 
in whom ſo cuer ſuch badges of vanitic appeares, it is a 
ſure token there is a ſtinking puddle of vain glory with- 
in. Some iuggle theyt lands into gay apparell, and clap 
it 1 in a ſmall roome, that contained a great circuite, 
and holde it a point of pollicie, to put their lands into 
two or three truncks of new cloathes, that wearing their 
lands on their backs, they may ſee that no ſtrip nor waſt 
be done by theit tenants: but when they would Iuggle 
backward their cloaths into lands againe, alas — 
——— thredbare & out at th elbows, that they 
will not match the former value, and ſo is dubd Sir Jabs 
Madlana; a knight of pennyleſſe bench. Thus to make 
Idolls of their carkafſcs for a while, themſelues 
ſor euet. And many ſuch baſe peſants that haue witleſſe 
wealth, or wealth without wit, are putt vp with ſuch pre- 
ſuming thoughts, as they ambitiouſly aime to tricke vp 

clues in coftly ſuites, and couet to match, nay to 
exceed men of good worth and place: but this is "_ 

nc 
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ned to ſuch high mindes, that when they are crept vp 
to the toppe ot ſuch brauerie, they often fall to 
ſhame, bcing the firſt ſteppe tothe downe-fall 
gerie: but howlocuer they incroach into vaine-glort- 
oustytles, yet wiſe men meaſure all cſtates by their ver- 
tucs, not by pompeand outward brauery, and deſpiſe 
not him whome birth, time, place, or office, maketh 
worthie of ſuch coſtly ornaments, but holde it lawfull 
and commendable to fit their in apparrell, an- 
ſwerable to their callings : but if we ſhould enter into 
the intollerable abuſe of Pride, wee might paint out 
ſome that are dying theyr faces with painting, to be 
more louely and amiable, and ſtretch their wits aboue 
Ela to be the originall of ſome new toye : but whois ſo 
fooliſh to count them the fairer for that ? but tather the 
fowler : for that face that is ſlubbred & arched with ſo 
many ointments & dregs, is more liker a ſore & ſcurffe, 
then a naturall face: God hath giuen the face, and thou 
deſileſt it with myte & dirt; wouldſt thou be faire, to be 
moreamiable? why, ſilence, ſobtietie, chaſtity, ate beau- 
tifull ornaments, and richer then any orient pearle, and 
with wiſe men more ineftimable : bu indeede if thou 
wouldeſt inticethe eyes of them that behold thee, nou- 
tiſh luſt in men, and drawe them after thee, then 
this is the way: but in my opinion, it is impoſſible for 
thee to get a good & vertuous husband with wh6 thou 
maiſt liue quietly & wel, by ſmering thy viſage: for whẽ 
he ſeeth that thy face was bn iſht ouer, he ſhall finde 
thee a deceitfull crocodile, and ſo loathe and hate thee 
more afterward,then euer he loued thee before. 

Now what are theſe thus patcht vp by their owne 
workmanſhip,but the leaſt part of thEſclues: they cãnot 
be cõtent to be as God made them, but as though they 


Painted faces 
abhommable. 


Were 
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were hudled vp in haſte, and ſent into the world not 
fully finiſhed:and to this end ſerue their drugs, balmes, 


«cliche Oyutments, paintings, Lac virginu, & certere quid nan? 
— — moreamifie: tye — 


Irons, poking ſtickes, perriwigs, ided fore. 

&c. which are all an cuident token of that filthy ken» 
nell of mudde wherwith they are poſſeſt: for what is 
all this but to impeach the Creator, and diſable the all 
omni t workemanſhip of nature? for when ow 
haue what they can,they paint buta muddy wall, 
and ſeta gloſſe vpon a counterfeit : for though they 
ſhould bathe themſelues in mille euery day, as Cleope- 
tra, yet will they crye out with Omid, lam mee; valine Ru- 
g/ ſemili erat. 

And ouertaken with time, the viſage will bee 
wrinckled, and hard-fauoured, and the whole 
body infirme, weake, and bent downeward, 
and force them, mauger their heads, to behold theyr 
graues, where vndet a clod, they and heyr gay cloutes 
muſt bee buried; the remembrance w f ſhould 
makethem vailetheirplumes,and turne prideto humi- 
litie:but the abundance they wallow in, like Epicures, 
drownethe minde in ſenſualitie, choake vp the vnder- 
ſtanding , and itbacke from the contemplation 


Cold chatte of future happineſſe. And netwithſtanding are 
e ſo tich and ſumptuouſiy arrayed, and carrie ſo much 


olde about theyr neckes , and ſo hung with coſtly 
ewels , yet will denie to giue a halſe · penny to them 
that haue neede : 6 ſtonie heart | that can ſuffer the 
re to be in want, yea dye for hunger, and thou ſtuſt 
lof delicates, cloathed in ſilkes and fine garments, and 
let them lye naked in the ſtreetes : ot if the extteame 
neceſſitie 
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neceſſitie of ſome poore Lr moue compunction, 
to giue an almes, it muſt be done in the eie of the world, 
and ſet downe in capitall Letters, and commended to 
/ poſteritie,as a worke of eternal memorie, In hike maner 
if we deſcend lower, we ſhall ſee Pride ruffle in baſe Ru "I 
ſtickes, for euety one wil be inthe faſhion, howſocuet 1922 oe 
they come by it; the ſeruant cannot be knowne from — 
the Maiſter, the maide from the Miſtris, not ſcatce any Genn 
mans eſtate diſtinguiſht by his apparell; but flo- 
uenly ſeruingman, and greaſie ſcrape-trencher will ex- 
ceede the boundes of his calling, and creepe into ac- 
quaintance with veluer, ſattin, and ſuch coſtly ſtuffe,too 
high Iwiſſe for theirlowe eſtate, and laie all they can 
rap and tend on their backes, in ſwaggering and vaine 
apparel, to ſeeme a clout of lowſie gentilitie, that pro- 
uing bankerouts in youth, are faine to weare ragges 
in age. And euery Countrey-wench that hath 
foure nobles a yeare and ſhiftes, muſt be trimly trickt 
vp like mayde Marryan in a Morrice daunce, and her 
ruftes ſet aboue the common ſize, and bee in the fa- 


ſhion, though ſhe = with ſhiftes, but the ſhifts that — 
—— her laugh, ſendes her oſten home by weeping 
crolle, 


But itis vndoubtedly true, that ſuch as are ſo curi- 
ous, to dight vpthemlclues in quaint attire, forget to 
adorne the minde with humilitie, modeſtie, ſhame. 
faſtneſſe, and ſuche teminine vertues as becommeth 
theyr ſexe, and vtterly omit to decke the ſoule with the 
—— lemmes of ſober-beſeeming qualities. Con- 

der what you are, and whereto you muſt, a painted 
poſt doth but deceiue the eye, anda painted bodie the 


ſoule. Is there a new faſhis __ out? be thou then — 
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firſt to put it downe, follow not the guiſe ofthe world, 
but ſet ke for thoſe virgine vertues that will make you 
live admired,asa wiſe and ſober matron, for the vanitie 
ofa ſhewes the lightneſſe of the heart, and the 

of inconſtancie, wh& many female ſerpents 
lye in waite to deceiue young wits with traines of loue 


— and ſet out their gay bodies to ſight, as pleaſi obiects 
— — 


to intrap the ſoule, that tender youth may 
tomie of miſerie by their one woes. 

A beautifull ſtrumpet is an Adamant that drawes,a 
Panther that allures, and of the nature of quicke.ſilucr : 
for as this mertall doth mingle it ſelfe with gold where- 
ſoeuer they meete: ſo they reſpec nothing in a man 
but money, and on that ſet their loue, and prize wealth 
before any internall Jem e. For as they area painted 
continent of flatterie, the Image of inconſtancie, and 
the cabanet of euill · ſo the habitation of ſuch ſcorpi- 
ons, is likened to hell, Netter arque dies patet atri Janus 
ditis » night and day the gates ſtand open to teceiue all 
commers,and by their ſweere words and looſe 
drawe ſoules to Gehenns, Theſe iette with heads aloft, 
hung with rich abilliments, coſtly Iewels, and braue 
attire, when fetters for their feet, and manacles for their 
hands, were more ſeemlier for ſuch ſhameleſſe Curti- 


zans. 
Theſe are as baites to take men, as hookes do fiſhes, 
— — and 
rocodile weepe w pretends murder:ſo do 
imbrace their louer with a dagger in his boſome, 
and feede him with ſweete words, wanton toyes, till 
they bring him into fooles ize : but when the 
terms of aduerſitie begin to 2 ar 
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and he m nouiſe his purſe is dried vp,the 
* 72A 8 
ma ti — — to glotious flowers, that haue 
Ainking — vp with pompe & lightneſſe, and c6. 
taine nothing within but deceit and treachery : in ſight 
loucly & ſaucrous: but in taſt moſt deadly & venimous. 
aine mind! that buildft thy reſt vpon ſinful ſport, 
and makeſt ſhipwracke of chaſtitie for gaine,as though 
there were no God, or atleaſt that he were idle and did 
not regard the action of men: ſhall they not one day 
they knowe not how ſoone, be conuented before his 
ſeat, and giue account for euery idle word? much more 
for pride, couetouſneſſe, whoredome, and ſuch like ab- 
hominable deeds: and being conuicted by their one 
cõſcience, wil they not he danted at the woful ſentence 
Coe ye curſed ? &c. no doubt yes, theircourage will 
quaile, & their pride abate :filthie ſports & ſweet ſinnes 
are ſhort and ſoone vade: but the guiltineſſe tarrieth Nil 
behind. and clogs the ſoule to eternall deſtruction. 
aine, by riches is corrupted the ludgement with 
partiallitie; for dorh notthe vaine world valuca man by 
mony,by the outſide not the inſide, and iudge him ric 
if poſſeſi with ſome worldly honour ? For let a poore 
man be neuer ſo honeſt, wiſe, temperate, and his minde 
neuer ſo beautifull , yet if his backe be poore, in want, 
need, and out oſ faſhion, and hath neither mo ey not 
friends. he ſhall haue Tom Dram: entertainment: Si- 
hil attalerù, ibis Home for as , Why money is the finewes, 
the bloud, and ſoule of man, without which all is no- 
thing be itneuerſo excellent: for vnleſſe the purſe be 
well lynde with crownes, neither Science, cunning, 
Art, ie, ot any Vertue, 1 auaileable toaduance 
2 to 
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to dignitie (without ſome mechanical indeuour) for 
gold maketh a way to euery thing, yea and o the 


gates of hell as the Poet faith : 
Omnu enim res, 
Virtus, ſama, decus dinina hnmanique pulchris , 
Dinitys parent : quas qui canſlruxerit, ille 4 
Clarus erit forts, ſapiens etiam & Rex: 
Et quicquid volet, hoc velnti virtate paratum 


Sper awit magna land; fore. 


e - 


So that a man hath all theſe ans go in the vaine 
opiniõ ofthe world, if ſo be he be rich, but if poore, not- 
withſtanding he be ſtored with good vertues, yet is he 
not reputed as he is: hath he mony? yea: is he tich, and 
hath he great — ? yea: why thẽ let him be ho- 
noured, and deemed vertuous, gratious, and what hee 
will, though in truth and veritie he be nor ſo not ſo. A- 
gaine, is he beggerly, hath he no money nor meanes: 
why then let him packe and walkealong, no — 
Pater nofter : for hee is as one dead, among the living, 
though indeede properly this peremptorie ſentence 
ought not to be ſo applied; but rather to Yert#e,and lit. 
_— without which the bodie is dead, although it 
ue. 

What cannot this humpiſh elemẽt bring to paſſe? can 
it not couer a maſſe of ill humots? and cauſe the ſon to 
1 betray his owne Father ? asa leaud fellow ſaid once, If 


— — 0 my Father were a hangman, my mother a harlot, & my 


ſelf no better: yet if T haue mony,I am liked wel inough, 
and neuer toucht with their miſdeeds: ſo that there is 
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novice that wealth doth — ſmother : a — man as 
roud as T «rquine, as cruell as NS, as iſh as T- 

— , as — as Dises, and as 2 

yet all theſe vices are hid with greatneſſe , and though 

counterfeit mettall,yet with a true ſtampe may currant- 

ly paſſe : but a poore man, in whom is great wiſedome, 

and many good parts, — — if be 

wanting, he is deſpiſed, rei and neuet vſed in ex- 

ployting waightic matters : ſo that a man is neuer 

thought wile, learned, vnleſſe he be rich, and ſwim in 

the ſtreame of wealth : __ though he ſpeake — — 

to the ſe, yet is he neuer gracious, as the Poet 

faith, — facundia panne. A poore mans ſpeech is r. 7. 

feldome pleaſant, and wiſedome vnder a ragged coate 

ſeldome canonicall: which the Philoſopher wel found, 

when offring to preſſe into the preſence with his ſimple thruſt our by 

weedes, was ſhut out by a grim Cerberus, but ſhifting — 1 

his cloathes, was admitted without repulle : wherefore 5 

comming before the king, hee turned all his obeyſance | 

vpon his owne cloathes, ſaying : I muſt honourthem 

that honour me, for my cloutes brought that to paſſe 

which all my Philoſophie could neuer accompliſh. 

And thus is — rich — — minde, meaſured by 

a _— e, a a preferred before a 
minde well qualified Fo the rude opinion lookes at 
nothing but the outward picture, and magniſie an ig · 
norant Aſſe, ſo he haue a gay coate, & ſet him on a hi 

ſeate, where by ſilence he may ſeeme wiſe: forthe wile. 

dome ofa man faith Samos, is knowne by his ſpeech. 


Butas by knocking on a cracke(ifany be)wil 
ſoone be ſeene, ſo iftoucht with an argument, his cracke 
vnderſtanding will ſoone be manifeſt, 


TT Great 
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Great places are poſſeſt with men of weake iudge- 

DIE ment, that haue no iotte of worthineſſe, but wealth and 
chanbe ro high wotldly fame, and can ſerue fot no other vſe but for a 
places. Nomenclator to tell the clocke, call a ſpade,a ſpade,and 
, recken vp the proper names of things: yetit trimlyſpun- 
ged — ſome formality (though he haue litle wit, and 

{mall honeſtic) it is inough to raiſe him vp to ſome dig- 

nitie: but when ſuch an one is exalted into the impara- 

tiue moode, how moodie his maiſtcrſhipis, ſo toade- 

ſwolne with pride and ambiti6, that he is ready to burſt 

in ſunder, & io _ in conceit of his high place, that 

he vtterly forgets > firſ creation. Oh it is a world of 

ou to heare how ſome ſuch clouting beetles rowle in 

eit loblogicke, and intrinſicate into the maior of the 

matter, with ſuch hide · bound reaſons, that he makes a 

pittifull learned face, one ſpreads his armes, cleares his 

throate,as who ſhould ſay, attend, attend, for now hee 

ſpeakes, whoſe concluſions are vnanſwerable, but fin- 

ing the propoſition too for his ſhallow wit, ſud- 

denly ſtarts backe, and briefly huddles vp his headleſſe 

matter, An other ſhakes his emptic head, and diues into 

the bottome of his bottomeleſſe braines, to finde ſome 
intricate and tedious circumſtance , into which when 

he is entered hee cannot ſinde a periodandfullreſt, ſo 

many Tautokogies and itterations come into the way, 

that vnleſſe ſome Ariadne lend a threed to pull him out 

of Dedalus laborinth, hee muſt needs be loſt, or atleaſt» 

wiſe when he is gotten out, is ſo myred with his owne 

ſlyme, that he becommeth a ſcorne to wiſe men, in lay- 

ing open his owne weakeneſſe: yet who more talkatiue, 

and readie to ſtop the mouthes of men able to ſpeake, 

then ſuch inſencible tatlers ? for drunken fortune _ 
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this opiniõ of it (cife,that looke whatſoeuer it ſpeaketh 
is authenticall, and droppech fr6 the mouth like the O- 
racles of 4ppolio., There is nothing therefore ſo holy, 
ſo pure, ſo noneſt, ſochaſte, but money will corrupt, vio- 
late, and batter fowne ſo that theſe emptie bottles, a- 
piſh geſtures, and anticke faces, if wealthy, rich, & well 
monied, all groſſe imperfections are ouetſhadowed. So 
that wh& men are ſotted in the alluremẽts of this life, & 
dedicate theit whole labours to ſo wicked a ſaint, they 
ſoone looſe the vic of their goods, & become partially 
affected: if paſſion rule, & not teaſon, all goes to wracke; 
for if either prodigallitie rule the purſe, whereby the 
mind is ſtrongly carried into —— ioy, ot ſo gri 

le and couetous as to doo nothing een 
dunghill of this world , why theſe extreames doo fo 
vrge the opinion, that they headlong run atrandome 
into all licentious and looſe living , in ſo much as they 
do not perceiue to what ende they are aduancedaboue 


other men, and made ſo rich among a company of beg- 


er there be(the more is the pittie)that although 
God hath abundantly multiplyed his bleſſings vpon 
them, chat they cannot iuſtly ſay they want any world- 
ly ching, yet bee they ſo nette to holde faſt that which 

haue, that they doo as it were, ſingle them- 
lelues from all common duties, and lay aſide that 
regarde of the publique good, which theyr conſci- 
euce and priuate abilitie doth inſtantly rye them vn- 
to; let vs note them a little , who will ſooner ſhift 
and wrangle off honeſt duties then they ? will they 
not brabble and 12 for _ ſmall pay- 


ments : and will they not wreſt and winde lawes 
to 


Hard-hearted 
Chiiſlians, 
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to their owne ſence, if they may ſaue but a penny ? and 
beare the repulſe of ſupetiour rebukes, th to part with 
ought ſhall contradict their froward nature: is this the 
dutie of good ſubiects ? do theſe ſecke the peace of the 
ſtate? dot not the Heathen man ſay: Nen ſolum nobi 
nati ſumns we are not borne for out ſelues alone, but 
for our countrey alſo : ſhall Chriſtians be worſer then 
Pagans ? Let this great dutie therefore be conſidered, 
ſeeing thou haſt tore, with-hold nothing that is due: is 
not hee a caytiffe that will ſee his mother dye for hun- 
and he hath bread to relienc her it he would? why, 
e Common. wealth is thy mother,cuery poore Chri- 
ſtian is thy brother, wilt thou ſee them famiſhe before 
thy face and not ſuccout them, hauing inough? Thou 
haſt thy wealth to that end, if thou couldeſt ſee it, and 
vicitaright. Neuertheleſſe,we ſee how men of good 
lace and reckening , will hide themſelues in corners, 
ue privately , onely to keepe their , that they 
The Citieis may be able to no impoſition, and ctowde into Ci- 
— ties, Boroughs, and priuiledge places, or like nonreſi- 
lamates and dents, rowle vp and downe from one lodging to an o- 
des ther, to the intent that being vncertaine where to be 
— — had, the ir ſtates may be vnknowne, and by this meanes 
&wopeopled. both ouerthrowe hoſpalnĩe, defraude the Queene 
and Common-wealth ofneceflaric duties, and depo» 
pulate the countrey. Isitnota token of a couetous 
minde, that men of good poſſeſſions and faire liuings, 
ſhould breake vp houſe , and ſoiourneonely with one 
or two ſcruants , that they may hoorde vp — 

when they are ſufficientlye able to — 
houſe themſelues ? ſurely it is a ſigne of a baſe condi- 


tion. 
| Further - 
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Furthermore, many wealthy Yeomen, & rich Far- 
mers that are riſen vp to goods inough , doo tread the 
ſame path. For wheras erſt when —— — 
owne, they kept good houſes, and were no {mall ſtay 
to the places where they liued, are eyther couetous of 
ſome vaine · glorious title of gentilitic, or otherwiſe ſo 
miſerly greedie of wealth, (lor one of the two I know 
not which)thruſt themſclues in like maner,into Cities, 
Corporations , and Libertics , and yet holde theyr 
Farmes ſtill in their one ing : for they haue 
ſuch longarmes , that they clalpe many cat ligings. 
And alſo lying vpon the aduantage , mes ouer 
theit neighbours heads,ten yeares thar Leaſes 
be expired: And what do they with theſe pluriſied li- 
uings / but place ſhepheards , heards , vnderlings, 
and ſuch thred-bare tenants in their ſtockes, and that at 
ſuch vnreaſonable rents too, that the ſnakes that 
dwell vnder them are driven to weake ſhifts, to fare 
hardly, live barely, moyle and toyle the whole yeare 
to ſcrape vp theyr tent, not ſauing at the yeares ende 
for all theyr paines , ſcarce the price of an old Friſc 
lerkin : for theyr Lorde knowes better then they 
what profit will ariſe, and how euery thing will fall 
out: and if hee thriue vnder him, then doth hee ſtrerch 
and tacke it to the vttermoſt, till at laſt hee bring the 
whole gaine into his owne and ſo by this means 
can hardly beare ordinarie charges, much leſſe doo 
workes of ſuperrerogation, being kept downe ſo cru. 

elly by their greedie Land- lords. | 
No theſe haue not onely theyr meanes brought 
in vnto them by the ſweat of poore mens browes, and 
ſleepe in peace and ſecuritie when others watch and 
labour (a great bleſſing , if rightly weighed ) but will 
M cloſely 
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—— cunningly ſeeke to ſhift off all duties by 
* — — into odde corners. Oh that men of 
ſuch abilitie d haue ſuch Iron ruſtic hearts, to hide 
their heads, ſhut their hands, and whip deuotion from 
their doores! doo they not ſeeke to ſubuert and weaken 
the ſtate as much as they can, by with-holding that part 
of dutie required by the lawe of nature ? but the gree- 
dineſſe of gaine cauſeth vntelenting hearts, for one 
would poſſeſſe all alone. 

O how are men deceiued in their owne eſtate, that 
being tich, are yet euer „ becauſe opinion is ne- 
uer — : whereas it we onely reſpect nature, no 
man can be poore, Nati enim vi ait P hiloſo. paucis mi. 
nimiſq;ʒ comenta nature, is content with neceſſitie. But 
to bring all this to a head, though ſome bee carried with 
the ſtreame of pride, ſome with the flouds of defire, 
ſome prodigall, ſome pinching, and though the coue- 
tous man gape for more, more, andlike hellmouth, 
neuer ſatisfied , yet will they hide theyr plough-ſores 
vnder the carpet of liberalitic , as now and then to 

iue an almes 9 a good time (as they call ĩt) to 
— downe a hard opinion, intimating thereby to 
bee good free-hearted men, when all the yeare be- 
fide, they ſcrape and clawe it from other by the ex- 
ceſſiue prices of theyr badde commodities , and by 
pinching them with many vncharitable gripes , and 
et willchey hide theyr want of loue vnder YVert#eand 
k igion : and why ſo: — — 
liking of all men - for although many haue no 
religion at all, nor one ſparke of a vertuous man, yet 
for all this wil they ſeeme to loue and embrace it intire- 


ly,becauſe of the vnſpotted ſimplicitie they ee in the 
true 
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true profeſſors thereof : and that chieſly, becauſe this 
outward ſhewe is ſome meanesto aſſwage the heate of 
ſharp reprehen(ſions,and that vnder colour of this, they 
may liue in ſome good report of the common ſort : tor 
if they ſhould not hide the malice within, with a ſhewe 
of holineſſe without, —— the rebellion to tuſſi 

forth, they would be to others, and diſquiet 
theyr one peace: to hold friendſhip therfore with the 
world, it is expedient for them to be hypocrites and de- 
ceiuets, and therefore will they performe many Chri- 

ſtian duties, and communicate with the Saints, yea 

and crowde to the Church doore of true deuotion, and 

both pray and vic good exerciſes in their families, fre- 

quent — and ride and goe (ix or ſeuen miles 
to heare a good 

and the very properties of a true Chriſtian? yes verily : 

but all this is but done in pollicieto mocke the world: 

how know youthat ? why looke into their courſe of 
life if any vaine opportunitic be offred, wil theynor fol. 
low it? it the wicked call to goe, willthey not run? will 

they not dice, carde, ſweare, ſwagger, and be drunke ? 

are they not vſurers, extortioners, proud perſons, and 

ſo cold in charitie,that noChriſtian durie can heat their 

loue ? ſoirisan eaſie thing to ſee theit hypocriſie, ifa 

man but caſt his ſight vpon their conuerſation. 

And in like manner, many at the end of the ycate 
(as a charitable worke) will keepe open houſe, and ſer 
opt᷑ their gates, for al the rake-hels & looſe vagabounds 
in a countrey, and fill idle bellies with their flcſh-pors, 
when the poore, blind, lame, and ſicke, are faine to lye 
in the depth of miſerie, without comfort, helpe , or 
ſuccour : and to what ende is this great ſuperfluitic ? 

M 2 


for- 


ate not theſe good things, ue de 


The falſe vie 
of uuc ioy. 
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ſotſoothe, to reioyce tor the bleſſed feaſt of Chriſtmas : 
Indeede this feaſte dooth bring great cauſe of ioy, 
for that becing all loſtin Adam, and heires of damnati- 
on, are neuertheleſſe by the comming of the tei, 
the ſonne of God, who tooke on him our fleſh at this 
time of the yeare , to vndergoe the wrath of his father 
due to vs, redeemed vs from hell, and made vs inheri- 
tors of heauen : here is cauſe of ioy, what a happie me. 
morie is this? how ought this feaſt to be celebrated in 
magnifying the Almightie, and lauding his name for ſo 
greata bencfite? but whata commemoration is here ? 
when they turn*true ws into carnall iollitie: doth this 
true ioy ſtand in eating, drinking, rioting, feaſting, mum- 
ming, mas king, dauncing, dicing, catding, and ſuch like, 
that taſte wholly of Heathens ſuperſtition? is God ho- 
noured by this? nay rather is hee not more diſhonou- 
red at that time ofthe yeare, then all the yeare beſide: 
So that a counterfeit ioy is ſet vp in ſtead thereof, me- 
ditation and mercifull workes arc pulled downe , and 
Epicuriſme ſet vp, which doth vſurpe and imperiouſly 
beare rule ouer all holy defires : for in this is theyr 
dcuotion , in vnlawfull and finfull pleaſures , to gur. 
mandize and waſte in exceſſe the good bleſſings of 
GOD , and theſe men will not ſticke to laſh out a 
whole maſſe of money , in dedicating feaſtes to di- 
uell Bacchw , and maintaine Playes in theyr houſes, 
as filthy as the Lapercalia in Rome , ſpend whole nights 
and dayes in reuelling, and toaſte themſelues by 
theyr great fires , — as the Poet ſayeth, Regifics 
luxu parate epale , haue their Tables furniſhed at ex- 
ceeding and princely charges, to ſtuffe the guts and 
feede the belley, and wiſh with Polmxe , that -e 
ha 
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had throates as long as Cranes, ſo that they might taſte 
their ſweets with more leiſure : In ſo much that by this 
varcaſonable exceſſe and gluttony, in a fewe daies waſt 
out that tiotouſly, that would relicue many poore peo- 
ple if meaſurably beſtowed. Thus I {aye like Epi. 
cures they conſecrate the memorie of this bleſſed fcaſt, 
with ſuch a ioy, as ſauours akogether of the droſſe and 
ſlime of the earth: and this is libetalitie forſooth, chari- 
tie, and Chriſtian loue, when it is but prodigallitic,vain- 
glory, and hypocriſie. 
Moreouer, although they be too too ſlacke in ho. 
neſt duties, yet will they ſcotch at no charge may bring 
leaſure, or holde vp ſome vaine-glorious memorie, as 
in building great houſes,to be chriſtned by their names, 
when many of them are but as Abſolons pillar, a monu- 
ment of folly, a ſpectacle of vanine, and a prey of time, 
many chimnies, little ſmoake : large roomes, wherein a p 
man may walke and chawe his melancholy for want of 
other repaſt, and neuer be put to the charges to buye a 
tooth - picker. And to what ende is this great building 
and cunning Architect? but to ſtand in the gaze ofthe 
world, and make the paſſenger cry out with admirati- 


on 
{a domus antiqua hen quam diſpari dominari Domino! Eu 


O gallant houſe, full well do I ſee, 
How vnlike a Lord hath lordſhip on thee, 


Indeed here is the two-folde benefit it yeelds, not 
only in ſetting many poore labouring men a worke,but 
alſo a Princely edifiſe and ſtately building, is a great ho. 


nour to a kingdome. But ſuch are worthic blame that 
M 3 ouer- 
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ouerthrowe their ſtate by building, not being able to 
vic one roome well of thoſe many they build: for it a 
manofrcaſonable wealth fall into this humour of buil- 
ding gay houſes, if he did {mall good before, is now vt- 
terly vnable to do any at al, hu new foundation hath ca- 
ten vp all his olde meanes : this is the imple pollicie of 
ſome men that loue to begger themſelues to pleaſe the 
eye. Againe, how prouident menare to graft their chil- 
dre into great ſtocks, that may not caſily be ſtriken with 
the thunder. claps of aduerſitie, & though the ſtocke be 
neuer ſo rotten, infected, & blaſted with Vice, yet it rich 
and mightie, it is inough: and yy this Ethicall polli- 
cie were highly to be aduanced, if ſo be that out conti- 
nuigg Citie were here: but ſceing all things are fraile, 
momentaine, ſhort and tranſitorie, that weaannot cer- 
tainly number to morrow among the dayes of our life, 
what a meere madneſſe is this, to be ſo in loue with the 
flattering ſmiles of this life? and ſo myred in the dung. 
hill of pleaſures, as to doate ſo much vpon it: fot verily 
men ſceke their owne danger, whẽ they make the thing 
that is indiſſerent, to be vnlawfull:do they not with or- 
pheus catch the ayre? ſeeke the ſhadow, & looſe the ſub. 
ſtance: win eatth, and looſe heauen. 

Let theſe aboriginies, carth-bred wormes , with 
high lookes,and inſolent bragges, will ſtand vp6 termes 
of gentilitie, and detiue their pedigree euen trom Cad. 
wallader, the laſt king of the Britons, whe in ſadnes they 
are not ſo much as ſprinkled with one true drop of gen- 
tle bloud,neither one propertic ofa Gentleman, vnleſſe 
it ſhouldonly ſtand in wealth & great poſſeſſions, which 
is contrary to our former aſſertion : for if true gentrie 
bea mind excellently deckt with rare vertucs, not only 


by 


= — — — — - 
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by propagation of nature, but by integritie ofqualities; 
not in beautie, but in Vertae; not in riches, but in honor; 
not in pride, but in comelineſſe; not in coſtly and curi- 
ous diet, but feeding the hungry, and cloathing the na- 
ked; not in ſumptuous building, ioyning houſe to land, 
kin to kin (with reſpectiue marriages) but onely in the 
true poſſeſſion of Yertue : then albeita man wallow in 
wealth liue in pleaſure, fare daintie, goe princely, hung 
with pearle,ſweetly perfumed, ha kes, horſes, hounds, 
and in a word, haue whatſocuer pomp & glorie his hart 
can wiſh,or the world affoord: yet it he be not noble in 
Vertues, but ignoble in vices, and haue not thoſe good 
parts that carry a vnion of good mens praiſes, he is but 
pirat & laro, a theefe anda robber; and all his rich pain- 
tings & goodly buildings, are but monuments of ſhame 
and baſeneſſe. Is not Hertue then more honorable then „ u 
riches ? doth it not raiſe a man to immortalitic? & doth honourable 
not riches overthrow his happineſſe, if not duly ouer- bea uche. 
watcht with Temperance and it ſo be a tich man looke 
narrowly into his ſtate, and caſt vp his accounts well, he 
ſhall finde himſelſe a very bankcrout, and to owe more 
then he is worth: for why hath hee more plentie of ba- 
ſtardly riches then other men, but that hee is a bayliffe, 
ſteward, & Feoffer in truſt, to diſpoſe & lay out in almes 
and charitable workes Now then if hee apply them to 
his owne vſe, what reckning can he make, or how wil he 
anſwer it at the great aſſiſes, when it ſnall be obiected by 
the king of glory, When I was naked, you cloathed mee nos: 
when 1 was hungry you fed me not ? Cc. Coe into enerlaſtin 
fre, cc. And therfore theſe great rich men ofthe world, 
haue obiects — theyr eyes, and are hemde — with 
poore on cuery ſide: heere is one crying for bread, 
there an other for cloathes, the ſicke 10 bee _ 
c 


the lame and infirme to be comforted, the ſtrauoger to 
be lodged, ſo that they cannot turne their eyes no way, 
but they haue motions to ſtirre vp charitie, and wofull 
clamors ſounding in their cares of want: and yet had 
diucrsof them tatuer doo any thing then relicue theyr 
neceſſities, to giue tenne pound for a Hawke, then ten 
pence to cloathe the naked. The Rauen forſakes ber 
young ones aſſoone as they are hatcht, becauſe ſeeing 
them olf an other hew, thinkes them of an other kind: ſo 
in like maner ſome rich men looke alofr, ſnufte & fume 
at their poore brethren, and caſt off all deuoſion & bro- 
therly loue, becauſe ſeeing them humbled and brought 
lowe in the world, iudge them v vnhappie, when 
verily they are not only of one ſelfe-ſame iſſue & parent, 
but alſo more to God in their baſe eſtate, thẽ 
* they in all their royaltie. 
Is it not lamentable, to ſee a number of _ win- 
terſtarued people lye pining in miſerie, which might 
Cola chathue bee telieued, if it were but with the ſurpluſage of 
in hele dates, their vaine expences, and comforted with that, which 
— = ts they waſtfully conſume ? For do but view theſe kinge 
of men, and you ſhall ſee they will ſpare for no coſt to 
build faire houſes (as I ſaid before) though they impo- 
ueriſh themſelues for euer: galleries, bowling. allies, 
walkes, and whatſoeuer may bring delight, to ride with . 
great retinew to ſhew their pompe, and maintaine their. 
quarrels, to feede idle bellies with their fleſh-pots, that 
are no ſooner vp but run to vaine ſports : but ifa poore «. 
man be fallen into want, or an honeſt cauſe craue ſome 
reliefe, a penny is as — gotten from them, as fire out 
of a flint ſtone, or if it doth at laſt come, it is many times 
| more for faſhion to ſhunne reproach, then for chaxitie 
| to 


— — 


tothe cauſe, But ſome will ay, it is my owne, 
and may I not do with mine owne what will ? but tis 
neither ſo, not io : — — ces 
to laie it out, to helpe and 
ther.Perhap — — 
lng Tait — 
— 
— I never wronged ? — 
for droancs ? and muſt I keepe life in — — 
myce, and ſuch vermine as are bred by the infection of 


a plentious yeare ? Indeed they are made poore, but tis 


becauſe thou art tich; that thereby thou exert» 
ciſe thy loue, ſor there ſhall be poore al to ſet cha- 
ritie a worke : yet ſome are ſo farre from loue, as they 


fall into barbarous crueity, that had rather cut their 
throats,then 12 


cheriſh them with : 88 it is re. 

corded of a B. B. of Cancer, that colour of gi- 
almes, aſſembled all the poore inthe countrey to- 

pre ſhut them vp in a barne, (er fire to it, — 


Bacchanalls, deli 
ſummeof to lay out in domeſticke affaires, 
2 om i defence and leaud 
company , will not his maiſter pull his coate ouer his 
cares? brand him for a knaue, and turne him out at his 
gates / no doubt he would be u ri 2s ſo leaude a 
d deſerue: why then how do they thinke 


prancłe ſhou 
— * . — ſtewards, to the Lorde of 
, who commitred his treaſure to them, 
— a charge to laicir out * mercifull — 
e 


Aut ſot 
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he hath appointed, and they runne with it to the mar- 
ker of vanities, and it in prodigall vſes. Surely 
it will bee a mad ing w ſhall come in 
with Item in Pheaſanrs, Patriges, Woodcockes, ſawſes, 
ſops,& delicates for the body, ſo much. Item in ſtrange 
— new fangles for my backe, ſo much: vpon 
dogges ſo much: in vaine building ſo much, and ſuch 
like, I ſuppoſe this bill of Items will bee ſcarce plea- 
ſing to theyr maiſter that hath put them in ſo great 
truſt. 
Then ſeeing God hath made theerich, and thy bro- 
ther poore, be neuer the more puſt vp with pride and 
diſdaine,butſtudic how thou mayeſt diſcharge ſo great 
areckning as thou haſt to make: think this with thy ſelf, 
he that made me rich, could hauemade me pooreʒit is in 
his bountie, not my deſeruing; I do bur poſſeſſe that of 
which an other is owner, who can diſinherit me when 
he will: why then ſhould I bragge as if it were mine 


owne?and though my — 2 — ducne 
ture he is richer to God then I; I — — 
tweene vn, we are both of one moulde, ſaue that I haue 


more chafte and rubbiſh then hee, which is ſcatteted 
with euery guſt ol winde : ſo that if hee well conſider 


his ſtate, and with himſelfe in this manner, 
that loade of riches that is now ſd heauie, will be more 
eaſily borne. 


The Poets faine , that Plates the god of money is 
— —— but hath — — 
rt: ſignifying that as riches art long in getting, ſo they 
= ſuddealy loſt : and therefore — Gould be rich in 
charitie and poore in deſire, and impart the benefite to 

the needments and neceſſitie of other, A 
or 
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Fot as there is a divine coherence between the mem- 
bers of the bodie, they haue all a diſtinct and 
peculiar office, yet they all miniſter to the common ſo- 
cictic : ſo in like manner we being members of that bo- 
dic, whereof Chrift is the head, ought to bend our acti- 
uitie forthe health & welfare of the ſame, and to beare 
ſuch a mutuall coniunction and ſimpathie, as feeling 

open the bowels of compaſſion on ſuch as 

arc in want: and this onely is ue C. wc. 
Neuertheleſſe there be ſome well diſpoſed and very 
forward to all good duties in faying, till it come to do- 
ing: but then they winch like a gald horſe, 6 they can- 
not away with charge : If my abilitic faith one would 
anſwete my willingneſſe, I would do this and that, or 
if I had ſo much wealth, I would relicue the poore bet- 
ter, they ſhould not goe emptie handed, or if I had ſo 
much wit, and ſuch means, I would countenance good 
cauſes with the beautie of honor : and ſo do they vaunt 
of that they would do, and yet do not that they ſhould 
do. I demaund what doeſt thou with that little 
thou haſt / thou art wiſe and politique, or at leaſt thou 
thinkc ſo, how doeſt thou vie it? it thou art vnfaithfull 
inalicle, thou wouldeſt be ſo ina deale : 
foras he it inconſidentto whom mony is deliucred vp6 
truſt to pale to an other, & doth eithet keep it back all ot 
deliuer but halfe: ſo hee that hath much or litle & doth 
not diſpole it as he oght, is not worthy to be truſted with 
more. thou wilt ſay, ſuch a mi is of great wealth 
and he doth litle good ot none at all, why then ſhould [ 
that am ofleſſer value do any thing? this ia no excuſe for 
thee, nor cauſe of ſuſpence, for thou art to looke to thy 
ownedutic, and not weakenthy * charitie, by the 
2 An 


negligence of other men. 


Hor. 


No ende of 
making ma- 
my bookes. 
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. — — litle he doth, and be the 
trumpe of his one praiſe : ſaying, I give thus much 
——— — — but he 
is to examine himſelſe if it be according to his wealth 
and place ot no, for otherwiſe an other man doth as 
much that is farte behind in ſubſtance, and with whom 
hee would bragge without meaſure, in comparatiue 
termes : but ſome thinke ifthey doa little though 
— OO or if they doo not a 

at of hurt by pilling, powling, ſtrite, factions, 

— Swat Mgr. haue done ſo much good, 

— — them ſomewhat back again. 

But according to the Poet. 8 
Eft quodam prodire tens : ſi non datur vlira. 


Herecould I enter in a field of matter 
morethen much : 

But gheſſe that all is out of frame, 
and long it hath bene ſuch. 


Although it were better to be occupied in practiſing 
thoſe bookes alreadie ritten, then to write more, (this 
laſt age being ſo full, that it doth exceed all other) : yet 
the neceſſitie of times, by reaſon of controuerlies, do 
prouokethe learned to ſpende theit labours that way: 
and not only ſo, but in explaining the ſcriptures, and 
diſcourſing of Sciences, which worke is not only ne- 
ceſſary, but commendable; whereby a generall — 
brought in: this godly vic of writing cannot be difli 
of any vertuous man. 

But foraſmuch, as ſome are diuerſly affected, they 
obſcrue not this decorum before » but fall into 
vaine 


; 
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vaine iangling,and ſo conceited of theirowne wits,and 
haue ſo many crotchets in their heads, that they pub. 
liſh great volumes of niceand —— — ambi- 
guities, & doubts, as many of the Aſſc-{tronomers, that 
are very inquiſitiuetoknowe if the world were created Curious ane 
| the Spring or Autumne , the night before the day, * 
—— a — 0 
tion, liuing ſo many yeares asthough God 
not as well tell him what paſſed — 
what was to come, and ſuch ſecrets, as 

had called them to — — 
buſied in Natiuities, Deſtinies, Dreames, Palmeſtrie, 
and Phiſiognamie : in a word, who is able to expreſſe 
the tooliſh curioſitie of ſome men, that are neuer ſatisfi- 
ed in theſe vaine & idle ſtudies, but ſpend whole yeares 
in ſearching after doubrs and fallacies, and in the mean 
time ouerpaſſe thoſe things which he hath vouchſafed 
torcucale vnto vs, ſufficient for vs to know : Nob all 
ſapere , it is no time well ſpent to ſoare ſo high in things 
ſhur vp from common vnderſtanding and reaſon , and 
chiefly ſeeing they are no ground of faith, nor meanes 
to edification. 

Bur by this, the Romaine marchant hath ferched in 
his greateſt gaine, I meane by falſe reuelations, and The Pope 

opinions, as Purgatorie, the Econimicall gouern- — 
ment of the heauenly powers, the manſion and cham- 
bers in heauen, the degrees of Angels, and Archangels, 
Cherubins and Seraphim, anda thouſand other fond 
imaginations, foy{ted in among them by their ſchoole 
dunces , which they falſely deriue from Dionifins Aris 
pagits,one of the ſeuentie Diſciples : ſo that by theſe in- 
tricate fallacies, and ſubtill — where with they 
3 ae 
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are maintained, many poore ſoules are inſnared, and 
caſt headlong into a laborinth of blinde ſuperſtition, 

This curioſitie therefore is a daungerous diſeaſe, and 
aſorcthatmuſt be healed, leaſt it teſter and run ouer the 


- whole body. 


Fort iB. l. 1. 


Others there bee that haue ſuch a leaptoſie of wit, 
chat they to diſquiet and trouble the eſtate, ſecke for in- 
nouation, and diſplant all good order eſtabliſhed, not 
onely thereby amazing the weake Chriſtians, but allo 
————5ðꝓ Jpg oy rome 
— - — he mach * I 
* e, onel m al- 
ih 2 be mls i —_ 
dara — 
2 with (li ination: — may — - 
— — to keepe peace = 
— ſo be it the tundamentall properties ſtand 

,which otherwiſe could not but bring much confu- 
ſion and diſorder: and therefore it is no ſure opinion (as 
the learned ſuppoſe) to goe about to change lawes, and 
breake downe diſcipline, which is alteadie eſtabliſhed, 
leaſt all comelineſſe and good order be therewith ouer- 
"— donought elſe bu the puddle of 

omedonought t ſcrape the con» 
tentions, to finde matter to wrangle, though they haue 
no cauſe to carpe. 


Alter rixatus de lana ſept caprime : 
propugnat agi ara. 


And theſe are ſo ambitious of their ſophiſticall vaine 


of wrangling, that they put theit brabbles in ptint, to the 
view. 


— — _n_— 
— 
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view of the world. and out ofthe rancour and malice of 
their hearts, ſpew and belchoutſcandals , flaunders, , . 
rumors and falſe reports: by that meanes kindle flambes ue 
of contentions ina peaceable ſtate , and di r the 
quietnefleoFmens — and — chiefly bent a- 

ainſt men: nee ging enuie is, 
— ke rirulenharear th pro X 
ritic of other: for hee that is exhorted by the deſertof 
V ertuc, is ſubiedꝭ to ſcandalls, and the back-biting of the 
nious. 

But the hauen I intend to harbour in, is to ſpeake 
ſomew hat of thoſe vaine, idle, wanton Pam and 
laſciuious loue-bookes , 14 — —— 
the coucupiſcence of youth: for in inion nothi 
doth — corrupt — wither — tender — 
then ſuch vnſauoury and vituperable bookes, as bureful 
to youth, as Macbauile to age, a plaugh dangerous, and 
as common as dangerous. 

The lazie Monkes,& fat. headed Friers, in whom was 
nought but ſloath & idlenes,bred this contagion, for li- 
ning in pleaſure & caſe, and not interrupted with cares, 
they had time inough to vomit out their doltiſh & redi- us bestes 
culous fables, & this was the ſubtiltie of Satã the, to oc. the ele «f 
cupie Chriſtian wits in Heathens foolery, but now this weny young 

is more finer,mens wits are clarified, che dulneſſe of 1 

time is thruſt out, an other method is ht in, 
fine phraſes, Inkehorn · termes, ſwelling words, bumba- 
ned out with the flocks of ſundry with much 
polliſhed and new-made eloquence: with theſe daintie 
cates they furniſh-and ſer out their filthy and vicious 
bookes,now what do they, but rye 2 
—— loue / for do they 


not 


Good wits 
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not with gloſing words tickle and ſtirre wpthe affecti- 
— Jo of ſome fond — more 
iouſly ſubtill ? and doo they not labour in vaine 
cunning to infect and poiſon delicate youdiif are not 
there idle Poems of carnall loue, luſt, ande uchaſte ar- 
ments? the very nurſes of abuſe, by which the minde 
16 drawne to many peſtilent wiſhes. For when as young 
folkes haue licked in the ſweete iuice of theſe ſlinki 
bookes,their conuerſation and manners are ſo — 
and ſpotted with Vice, that they can neuer beſo cleane 
waſhed, but ſome filthy dregges will remaine behinde. 
I may liken them to fawning curres , that neuer barke 
till they bite: ora gaye painted coffer, full of toades and 
yenemous beaſts-: So in like manner many of theſe 
bookes haue glorious outſides, and titles - as if 
whena man tooke them in hand,he wereaboutto read 
ſome angelicall diſcourſe : but within, full offtrong ve 
nome, tempered with ſweete honey: now while the 
minde is occupied in reading ſuch toyes, the common 
enemie of man is not idle, but doth ſecretly inſnare the 
ſoule in ſecuritie. And ſome of partes, and 
beautified with no common gifts , of art and na- 


raine writers. cure, not being ledde by the ſun-ſhine of V ertue, inſect 


the puritie of wit with prophane inuention, in ſome 
looſe ſubiect; as patrons of Vice, and nurſes of impie- 
tie, and ſpend the bleſſedneſſe of time in vnneceſſary 
babling. 
— . baſe and ſeruile wits — = = 
ſinfull atgument, and crowdeto the preaſe with might 
and maine, not ſo much regarding the generall hurt, as 
ſome ſixe. penny allowance: nay , euery triuiall mate 
and caſhired Clarke, will bewray his folly in pringcns 
Wi 
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with a tumultuous confuſion of words, lay out a deale 
of amorous prattle , though he be as tedious to his tea- 
der, as a muddie way to a wearie traveller. Now what 
is to be found in theſe bookes? but filthineſle and groſſe 
ignorance; as for learning, there is none to be found in 
> which neuer came neare the ſhadow of learning 
themielues, and as little wit, but a ſewe fine words of 
luſt, which are chiefly ment to bend the minde to wan- 
tonneſſe: yet are they led with this vaine ſuppoſiti6,that 
if they haue bin luld a ſleepe but one night on the Mu- 
ſes lap, are able to publiſh any thing with well deſerued 
commendations : and I muſt ſay, that I my ſelfe 
haue read in them, and taken great in their foo. 
liſh lyes;bur ſurely I could neuer find either goodnes ot 
wit,vnles Vice be Yert=e,or to tel a bawdie tale be wit. 
Neuertheles, I would not haue any man think, that [ 
inucigh againſt, or diſcommend Poetrie; for inal ages it 
hathbin ht neceſſarie: but on nſt thoſe abu- 
ſers of Poeſie, who vnder the name & tit ſoiſt 
in their wanton & laſciuious verſes. The true vic of Poe. — 
trie ſtandeth in two parts; the one in teaching the way die. 
to Vertee; the other to moue with delight therevnto:ſor 
honeſt delight ſtirreth vp men to take that goodneſſe in 
hand,which otherwiſe would bee loathſome & vnplea- 
fant : ſo that when it is bent to a good end, and cuery 
thing laide out in his due annalligie, with ſome ioy the 
affections are thereby inuoked to a ſerious conſiderati- 
on, to imitate that goodneſſe wherevnto its moued. 
Thoſe bookes that both delight and perſwade with 
learned diſcretion, & out of which ſome wholſome do- 
cument may be extracted, though it be (imple, yet is it 
ptaiſeable. Diſdaine not (faith the wiſe Heathen) the 
| 0 ſimple 
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ſimple labour of an other , though thou beeſt neuer ſo 
gicat; eſpecially if he ſpeake good words, Againe,con- 
lideting the diuerſitie of mens minds, and how diuerily 

are diſpoſed, all honeſt delight is not to be diſpro- 
ued,becaule euery man may finde both pleaſure & pro. 
fit: for as I ſay, by a plealant diſcourſe the minde is more 
chearefully carried, both to read & meditate, to muſe 
and ſtudie, & the memory more willing to bolde that it 
hath conceiued: So that Poetrie is no other thing, but a 
lively preſentatiõ of things ingeniouſly diſpoſed, wher- 
by Vertue is painted out with ſuch freſh colours, that the 
mind is inflamed with her excellent properties. 

Now whoſocuer ſhall diſcent from this true vſe, is 
no Poet, but a vaine babler : for what are all theſe ſcur- 
rillous tales, & bawdie verſes ? do theſe moue to Verte 

- with honeſt delight ? nay doo they not rather ſtirre vp 
bawdrie and beaſtlineſſe? for are they not full of Paga- 
niſme and ribald ſpeeches, to ſtirre vp the mind to ſhady 

idleneſſe? is this Poetrie? verily they ate as vnworthy 
the name of Poets, as Chirrillas , who had nothing to 
grace his verſes by, but onely the name of Alex. 

But if a man ſuperficially & ſlitely glideth ouer theſe 
pye- bald Pam they are — — 
mockes the mind with ſilken thoughts: but if ſeene into 
with a ſober iudgement, hee ſhall finde in that faire bea- 
ten path, many Adders & Snakes lye in waite to byte 
him by the heele. 

1 For if a view be had of theſe editions, the Court of 
Ales Venus, the Pallace of Pleaſure, Guy of Warwicke, Libbine 
and Arther, Beau of Hampton, the wiſe men of Goatam, 
Scoggins Ieaſts, Fortunatus, and thoſe newdelights that 
haue ſucceeded theſe, and are now extant, too tedious 

to 
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to recken vp: what may wethinke? but that the floud- 
gates of all impietie are drawne vp, to bring a vniuerſall 
deluge ouer all holy and conuerſation : for there 
can be no greater meanes to affright the mind from ho- 
neſtie, then theſe — which haue filled 
ſuch great volumes, and ſo much paper, — 
ſweete ſongs and wanton tales do rauiſh and ſer on fire 


the vntempered affections, to iſe that 
whercof they doo ina : who by reaſon of theyr 
infancie and imbicillitic of wit, are ſoone ſeduced,and 
with wine-puft eloquence , doo fo artificially lim out 
the life of vanitie , as they eaſily take the impreſſion of 
that which is portrayed out vnto them: and on this 
rocke ſtands the enſigne of their glory, if ſmoothly 
and pithily they can trick vp a tale of ſome beaſtly pra- 
of lawleſſe luſt, and rip vp the genealogie of the 
eathen gods, to carrie the minde into wonderment: 
6 how they will diue into the bottome of their braine! 
for fluant termes, and imboſſed words, to varniſh theyr 
lycsand fables to małe them glib, and as we vſe to ſay, 
to goe downe without chewing, which as poyſon doth 
by litle and litle, diſperſe it ſelle into cuery part of the 
body. 

From hence riſeth ſo much fooliſh idle prattle, the 
Seruing-man,the Image of floath,the bagge-pipe of va- 
nitie, like a windie Inſtrument, ſoundeth nothing but 
prophaneneſſe, and ſome are ſo charmed, as they 
their whole life in vaine reading, becauſe they ſee in thẽ 
as in a glaſſe, their owne conditions: now ſuch vaine 
fragments as fit their humors,they ſucke in, and iqueeſe 
out againe in euery aſſembly. 

It is too true, that one ſuch wanton toye dooth 

O 2 mote 
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more breed Vice, then tweatie godly treatiſes can in. 
duce to Yertwe : nor twentie Sermons — by the 
beft Diuine in Englad, doth not ſo to moue 
to true doctrine, as one of theſe bookes — 
tice to ill liuing: ——— corrupt good learning, & ſubuert 
all ſanctimony, and — — ouer- way the 
memory from that od purpoſe whervnto Cn 
beimployed, not — — 
worthy — learned. 3 
From whence then creepeth in out 
of theſe vaine bookes; for euery miſchiefe by litle & litle 
crawleth vpon the good manners of men, which vnder 
ſome ſhewe of goodnes is ſuddenly receiued, whic "7 
a voluntary adinittance at the firſt becõmeth habit a 
eſpecially when the ſpirituall faculties are defiled with 
much conuerſatiõ: in ſo much that many that hold 
—U— — — — 
es, Metaphom, ries, fGgurativeand (u- 
parlatiue t — — vaine eloquence, as 
Feeld no urns — bur driue them in. 
to amazement with a multitude of Inkehorne+ _ 
ſcummed from the Latin, and defuſed phraſes, as th 
flye aboue the comms reach, when the moſt pro 
and beſt affected ſpeech is that that is moftcongruable 
and fitly applied to the intendment & vnderſtanding of 
the hearers by familiarand ordinarie termes, not ſophi- 
nd obſcure, nor too baſe and barbarous : 
but ſuch as are animated by their preſent abilitie to 
ſpeake more then other men, and be addicted to affecta. 
tion, haue commonly a dearth of iudgement, ſildome 


— ys prophane writers to ſhewe theyr 
vaincreadin 
Demoſthenes 


Vertues Common-wealth. 


Demoſthenes becing called to declaime againſt the 
rude multitude that had aſſembled themſelues in the 
Forum of Asbens,anſwered he was not yet teadie, if he 
that had Facecia ingeny , the very ſoule of wit durſt not 
ſpeak in a ſerious matter withou: preparing himielte be- 
fore, how ci ſuch that come farſhort of him in pt- 
nes of naturall wildome, preſume to handle holy things 
ſoraſhly with humane learning, for it is an impudent 
boldneſſe for a man to take him to teach others 
that which he before hath not bene taught: but I may 
— Tech ſpake of the Orators of Rome , Sed tamen 

videmus quibus extinctus Oratoribus quam in pancu (pes 

ante in pancioribus facull as quam wn — 
We ſee (laith he) hat noble Orator are — — 
„in fewer a 


and how in fewea — — 
Skill, but in many a bold that dareſer vpon any 


o returne, doo not theſe idle pernicious bookes 
the well diſpoſed manners of youth, and mace- 
rate and kill the of Yertze that — 
for doo they not vie more vaine eloquence then confi. . 
dence in matters of wiſedome ? So that all that which 
—— — 
for w we are 
ted inough by ki — —— — m 


cuſtome : thus do proceed like cankers to eate off 
—— 


Neither do they want ——— — 
their witleſſe workes, ont on thor ieee CO" 
the ſcope of theyr to fit their —_—_— 


— 


compence 
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compence thcir idle labours. 

Now if the principall ſcope of all our actions and 
counſels, ought to be to ſome good ende, and that it 
muſt needs paſſe as a Maxime, that nothing can be 
but that h. ch moueth to Vertae, thẽ it muſt cõſequẽt- 
ly follow, that all prophane and laſciuious Poems, are 
as an infectious airc that brings a genetall plague, be- 
cauſe they ſtriue againſt honeſtie. 

And if Plato, ſawe ſo great cauſe to ſnut them out of 
his common wealth, as noyſome to the peace and tran- 
— thereof, what ought our Platoniſts to do? ſith 
they more abound heere then euer they did there : or if 
we had but the zealous affections ofthe Epheſians, we 
would loathe the price of ſo great iniquitie, and (acri- 
fice them ata ſtake, though they were of neuer ſo great 
value, But happily it will be demaunded how Ladies, 
Gentlewomen, &c. ſhould ſpend the time, and buſie 
theit heads, as though idleneſſe were nota vice badde 
inough of it ſelf, without fire to be added, and as though 
there werenota Bible, and many good bookes where 
in they might be vertuouſly exerciſed. | 

Of wits well imployed what good would en- 
ſue, by letting out the praiſes of the immortall maieſtie, 
thatgiueth hands to write, and wittes to inuent, what 
matter might they not finde: both honeſt and neceſſa. 
ry, in which they might fitſt want words to vtter, then 
matter worthie to be vttered: eſpecially thoſe that are 
not only by their outward felicitie freed from troubles 
and perturbation of minde, imbracing content in the 
boſome of peace, the nurſe of Sciences, butarealſo ina» 
bled, and ſufficiently gifted to publiſh any thing of 
worth, ö how willing is J erine to crowne them with 
honour! But 
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But this contagion, ought ſeriouſly to be conſidered 
by men of riper judgement, and by ſuch as haue autho- 
ricie to ſuppteſſe the abuſes, for is it not lamentable / that 
a Pamphlet diſcouiſing nought but Paganiſme, ſhould 
be ſo vendible, and vertudus bookes want ſale, the one 
bought vp thicke and three fold, the other lye dead, for 
there commeth forth no ſooner a ſooliſh toye, a leaud 
and bawdy ballad, but if ſung in the market, by the di- 
uels — they flocke to it as ctowes to a Leaders 
kaſle, buying them a_ of price, — neuer 
ſo riba ie, or llicall;but bookes of Chriſtia. 
nitic,of modeſt argument, that tend to rectiſie the iudg. 
ment,lieth ſtil in the Stationers hand as waſte paper,not 
ſo much as looked after: ſo that by this we may plainly 
ſee, what afroward generation we are fallen into, where 
in ſuch bookes as are moſt hurtfull and daungetous, are 
m — — obſ the Philoſophers rule 

But i wou erue | „o Neger 
abſtain from ſpeaking ſiue yeare, l doubt not but in that — 
time, they would be and fully eſtabliſhed, to write 
with ſober iudgement, as men of vnderſtanding & rea- 
ſon : or if the Apoſtles rule were followed, Be ſwiſt to 
heare, and ſlowe to ſpeake, they would be more conſi- 
derate, and not runne out the courſe of their lives in 
ſuch vnprofitable ſtudie. 

But touching the defence ſome make, to approue 
this vaine writing, it is too tidiculous, and not worth an 
anſwere, that they doo by this meanes poliſh & refine 
our Engliſh tongue, and drawe it from barbatiſme, into 
a m_ ner Cadence of words = — 

liſh the toong, & depraue the life, are dangerous, an 
ä — in 3 


Vaine wen, 
mdge rainly. 


Z. Max. 


[ che. 
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forit were better for a man to be dumbe, then by ſpea- 
king to approue a wrong, and accuſe the innocent: and 
berter it were indeed that they had not only no lear- 
ning at all; but alſo that they had no eyes to ſee, nor 
eares to heare : for as it is in the Goſpell, it were much 
better for a man to goe blinde into heauen, then with 
— to be caſt into hell. Neither can I ſee but that 
they drawe out language from the auncient tenor, by 
mixing it with ſo many ſtraunge countries, that it ſee- 
meth rather more artificial , chen naturall : and more 
baſer then the common lawe, which is compounded of 
French, Engliſh and Latin, &c. | 

The harſh tooting of Pans pipe, was more pleaſing 
to Mydescare, then the ſweet harmony of 4 , 
but this fault was in the Tudge, whoſe ſimplicitie could 
not diſtinguiſh them aright: in like manner, many are 
better content with vicious bookes, bawdie ſongs, foo- 
liſh and wanton ditties, then in the well ſedloned wri- 
tings of holy men, and this is for want of iudgement, 
being as blinde as he was fooliſh. It may be ſaid of ſuch, 
as Pythager ſaid to a leaude fellow that ſoothed him- 
ſelſe in conuerſing with badde company, I had rather 

uoth he be acquainted with bawdes,then wiſe Phylo- 
Pphers.No maruell quoth he very ſadly, ſwine delight 
more in dirt, then in pure and cleane water. 

Of ſuch bookes as moue to good life, and bring a 
benefit to poſteritie, we haue but too fewe, and can ne- 
uer haue too many : but of ſuch as followe their owne 
fancies in ſpewing out their wandering imaginations, 
we haue but too many, and it were to be wiſhed we had 
none at all. Good men are not only otherwiſe imploy- 
ed, but alſo greatly diſcouraged, for if they ſet forth — 

notable 
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notable booke of diuinitie, humanitie, or ſuch like, they 
are in no requeſt, but to ſtop muſterd - pots, & what is the 
reaſotbut this, euery Stationers ſhop, ſtal, & almoſteuery 
ſt, giues knowledge of a new toy, which many times g,,4 vocks 

intercepts the vertuous diſpoſiti ofa willing buyer: ſo he G. | 
that hauing time, and incouragement, labor hat they | 
can, todetace good mens workes, with the multitude 
of their ſinfull fopperies. * 

Hee that can but bombaſt out a blancke verſe, gnd 
male both the endes iumpe together in a ryme, is ſorth- 
with a poet laureat, challẽging the garland of baies, and 
in one ſlauering diſcourſe or other, hang out the badge Many Poets 
of his follie. O how weake and ſhallow much of theyt en v. 
poetrie is, for hauing no ſooner laide the ſubiect and 
ground of their matter, and in the Exordium moued at- 
tention, but ouer a verſe or to runne vpon rockes and 
ſhelues, carrying their readers into a maze, now vp, thẽ 
downe, one verſe ſhorter then an other by a foote, like 
an vnskilfull Pilot, neuer comes nigh the intended har- 
bour : in ſo much that oftentimes they ſticke ſo faſt in 
mudde, they looſe their wittes ere they can get out, ci- 
ther like Chirrillus, writing verſe not worth the reading, 
or Battillus, arrogating to themſelues, the well deſeruing 
labours of other ingenious ſpirits. Farre from the deco- 
rum of Chanſer, Cowers, Lideate, &c. or our honourable 
moderne Poets, who are no whit to be touched with 
= „but reuerently eftcemed, and liberally rewar- 

Then ſeeing this naughtie kinde of writing dooth 
plucke vp the ſeeds of Vertue by the rootes, and quench 
that little fire aſſoone as it beginneth to kindle, th 
ought to be ſhunnedas Serpents & Snakes, and your 

P chiefly 


| 4 Vertues Common-vealth. 


A ke compe- 
inan. 


ler is to 
A erperdn ie, vhipping, loſſ- ing 
fine, impriſonment, 3 chethicfeh 
ha, ipelcament, leasen ene hang ind 
he doth offend in: are not theſe filthy bookes libells?do 
notdefame,dilcredit,and reproach V errac and ho- 
ie, by expounding Vice 2—— — — 


not ſteale away 
they people ? 1 


wits, and corru 
doned by courſe aas, cop? ale dope 


degree ? and ſhall hee be counted a maiſter of wiſe- 
teacheth nought but fooliſhnc ſſe tothe peo. 
ple: wherefore then ſhould this ſo great miſchieſe goe 


Wy 
oconclude, he that can read, ſhall finde bookes 
worthy to be read, wherein is both wiſedomeand lear- 


yes rms} ne pr een pe 
The prof of the the mind : butbeforeall other. to read 
reading good — wg Wh — — 


— — — 
Lexis alis ingemiam, ſo t bee 
wile, vertuous, chaſte, and honeſt : touching the for- 
—mꝛ—— — whichas 

udde and dyrt dehile the body, ſo do they pollute the 
foule. 


good bookes, the mindeis ſtored with 
Ws ls] re life bettered and ſetled in quietneſſe: ſo 
that ſtill all reading be referred to the Bible, fr6 whence 
all Vertue is deriued. For this cauſe S. Pa#/admoniſherh 
T imothie to giue attendance to reading : for albeit hee 
was trained vp in the ſcriptures from a childe, — 
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all Zpheſwe vnder his charge, yet hee ſtitteth him te 
reading; for by reading more knowledge is not one- 
ly gotten, but allo the decayes and breaches of the me. 
morie is againe renued ; and vnleſſe there be both a 
owring in of more, andacontinuall reſtoring of that 
which is loſt, all will drop away, and leaue a man emp- 
tic : for the memotie is like a ruinous houſe , readie to 
fall downe, which ifnoteftloones repaired, will ſoone 
become inhabitable. | 
Touching Enterludes and Playes , I will omit to ,,.....94:4 
ſpeak how the beſt iudgements conceiue of them, their opinion of 
reaſons being ſtrong and manifolde,to thruſt them out wiſc #d ged. 
as things indifferent, and make them ſimply vnlaw- — 
| be authentic k. 


For although they are not ſimply forbidden in ex- 
preſſe words, yet if it once appeare the true vſe be loſt, 
and cleaue to a bad report, it is the part of euetie man, 
to ſhun and auoyd the ſame, and rather drawe other to 
reformation, then violently ſuffer himſclte to be ſwayed 
with the like affection. 

And this with that of P, If indifferent 1. Cor. G. 
things giue offence to the weake, they ought to bee 
remooned : for the freedome of thoſe things giucth 
courage to the defect of grace , to be more vngraci- 


ous, - 

Nothing is lawfull but that which tendeth to the 

lory of God, and profit of man in comeline ſſe: fo 

— the end oſ all ioy and myrth, muſt be to glotiſie the 
Creator. 

Thoſe pleaſures of the body & mind which are of good 

— LIE: — 

3 


5 
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medics hurt · 
full, Briefe 
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doth muchrelicue the debilitie of nature, and quicken 
the dull ſpirits, which would elſe be depreſſed and ouer- 
laden with moderate labour, Idleneſſe is to be conde a- 
ned as the bel · dame of all euil : but idleneſſe is not one- 
ly in doing nothing, but alſo in doing things vnprofita- 
ble. Eſche w cuill, and do good: it is not inough to ab- 
ſtaine from euill, but we muſt do good alſo. : 
Some Playes,as they are now in vic, are ſcandalous 
and ſcurrillous, detract from V ertue, & adde to Vice, and 
the very May. games of all fin and wickedneſſe: for, for 
the moſt part, they haue nothing in them but ſcurtilli- 
tie, or ſome groſſe ſhewe of doltiſnneſſe, to make the 
ſinfull mouth of laughter to gape, and often ſporting at 
that which ſhould rather moue pittie and compuncti. 
on: Stages of deſoluteneſſe, and baites to entice people 
to lightneſſe. For is not Vice ſet to ſale on open Ihea- 
ters / is there not a Sadame of filthineſſe painted out: 
and tales of carnall loue, adulterie, ribaldrie, leacherie, 
murther, tape, intetlarded with a thouſand vncleane 
ſpeeches, euen common ſchooles of bawdrie ? is not 
this the way to make men ripe in all kinde of villanie, 
and corrupt the manners of the whole world ? And 
there wanteth noArt, neither to make theſe bawdie 
diſhes delightfull in taſte, For are not their Dialogues 
vp with ſwelling wordes ? are not theyr argu- 
ments pleaſing and tauiſhing? and made more for- 
cible by geſture and outward action ? ſurely this muſt 
needes attract the minde to imitate ſuch vices as are 
portrayed out, whereby the ſoule is tainted with impie- 
tie: for it cannot be, but that the internall powers muſt 
be moued at ſuch viſible and liuely obiects. And prin- 
cipally, youth are made pliant to wantonnes & _ 
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and the tender buddes of good maners vtterly rooted 
out. And many times (which is moſt ſinfull) intermixe , .. . , 
the lacred words of God, that neuer ought to be hand- nee. 
led without feare and trembling , with their filthy and 
ſcurrillous Paganiſme : is not this abhominable pro- 
tion ? is not that humble reverence of the ora» 
cles of God, hereby blaſ and baſely ſcorned? is 
this fit to be ſuffered where Chriſt is profeſſed * muſt 
the holy Prophets and Patriarkes be ſet ypon a Stage,to 
be derided, hiſt, and laught at ? or is it fir that theinfir- 
miciesof holy men be acted on a Stage, where- 
by others may be inharted toruſh carcleſly forward in- 
ynbrideled libertie ? doubtleſle the judgement of 
Godis not farre off from ſuch abuſers of diuine myſte- 
rics : as wee haue an example in Euſebixr, lib. 8. to this 
effect, ofa certaine Poet, whe mixing the word of God 
in a Heathiniſh Play, was ſuddenly ſmitten blinde for 
his prophaneneſſe. 
urthermore, there is no paſſion wherwith the king, 
the —_— maieſtie ofthe Realme was poſſeſt, but 
isamplified,and openly ſported with, and made a May- T Ste 
ame to all the beholders, abuſing the ſtare royall,moc+ many timesis 
ing the auntient Fathers and Paſtors ofthe Church, sri | 
andalbeitthe holy Ghoſt vouchſafeth them many faire the raiga: tor 
— — honourable Epethites, yet notwithſtanding da 
they are ſo impudent, as to traducethem on the Stage, / 
and imploy them in baſe offices : for looke what part is | 
more ſcornfull then other, is imputed vnto them. Muſt 
not this breede contempt to them and their places, and 
impeach ſo holy a function? no doubt yes, For when 
the faults and ſcandalls of great men, as Magiſtrates, Mi. 
niſters, and ſuch as hold ns places, ſhall be y_ 
3 acte 
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acted and obiected to the ſences, or faigned tolbee re. 
pleniſhed with vice and paſſion, it muſt needes breed 
dilobedience , and light regard of theyr authoritie, 
whereofenſucth breach of lawe, and contempt of ſu. 
periours : there neede not bee aquickening , or calling 
backe againe o the ſcapes of ſuch men, to make them 
odious and contemptible , for cucrie fault they com- 
mit, be it as ſmal as a pibble, yet is it ſo big as a mil-ſtone, 
becauſe they ſtand in the gaze of the world, and ſoone 
ſpyed if they offend neuer ſo litle. 
p This Vetus comedia was invented to good purpoſe, 
Ferns comet the ſubiect, matter ofmorall documents, the aſſembly, 
* the Senators and chiefe Cittizens: and as Tuch calleth 
them, Humane vita ſpeculum, a glaſſe oſ mans lite : for 
when they tepreſent the act of vertuous men, time, 
unden ce Place, and conſidered, are (deemed by 
medics,ablta- ſome to be) ſufterable, and that fot this cauſe, when as 
cot Vertue . the comely deedes of good menate feelingly brought 
to tremembtance, it cannot but moue other to imitate 
— — : or on the other ſide, when the 
— errours of our life, ſhall be ated to our one 
= it is impoſſible that we ſhould be content to be 
ſuch, and not loath our one euill, as when a bragging 
>! a Thraſo, — — — 


ling Paraſite, or ſuch mad humour as raigne in com. 
mon diſorder, according to decorum, no 
ſpectator but is to prye into himielſe if hee 


haue the like favlres ot no: for I thinke verily that 

no man will allowe ſuch abhominable actions in 

rr bp. ae 
er. 
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ſtances were obſerued, yet now is it farre otherwiſe, ſot 
theſe moderne Playes, wherewith the world is now fo 
peſtred, are alt made vp6 laſciuious arguments, 
and ſerue as the very Organs & Inſtruments to vanitie t 
the honour due to nd reverence to man, is laid a- 
ſide, V ertuc diſroabed, and Vice exalted; and in ſtead of 
motallitie, fictions, lies, and ſcurrillous matter is ſoyſted 
in, and is cunningly conueied into the hearts of the aſſi- 
ſtants, whereby they are transformed into that they ſee 
acted before them: for the ruſticke & common ſort, are 
. as Apes, that will imitate in themſelues, that which 
lee done by other. Or if they ſluffe their Scene 
ſome — — , or well. worded inſtruction, 
what power hath that to moue to Yertze? when it is im- 
mediately prophaned with their exorbitant foolerie, as 
re water ina fouleand muddie ceſterne. 

The indicorum of Poets, & greedineſſe of Hiſtori» 
ans, jumping in one ſimpathy, haue changed the int&d- 
ment of the former 

For as Atenamder in Greece, which is ht to bee 
the firſt inuenter of Comedies, Aeſchilws, or Theſpi, the 1. 74 
dcuiſer of A dat tue in blazing out the 
deeds of honeſtie, with graue and ſober termes, which 
indeed were rude & impertcQ,by reaſon of the infancie 
of the time, vntil they were afterward adorned with the . 
choice flowers of Sophoclerand Euripides, of whom it is 3" 
doubted whether is the better Poet. ; 

Theſedid labour by modeſt delight, to drawe men 
by example to goodneſſe: neither can I imagin, but that 
they obſerued many particulars , as well in the choiſe 
of their Auditorie, as of good matter, without gree- 
dic deſue to multiply exceſſiue gaine , and no doubt 

were 
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were played priuately in their Accademies, at ſome 
ſet times, at which were preſent the chicte Burgomais 
ſters,Senators,and graue Fathers of the citie. 

But if we oppoſe our quotidian Enterludes to them 
of former time, and conſider the multitude of ours, 
with the paucitic and fewneſle of theirs, wee ſhall ſee a 
great diuerfitic as well in the method of writing, as in 
the time, place, and company:for now nothing is made 
ſo vulgar and common, as beaftly and — folly: 
luſt,vnder colour of loue, abſtra rules artificially com- 
poſed, to carrie the minde into ſinfull thoughts, with 
vncleane locution,and vnchaſte — — 
colling, kiſſing, amorous prattle, and ſignes of Venerie, 
wh the maidenly diſpoſition is polluted with luſt, 
and moued to impietie. 

Againe, if a man will learne to be proud, fantaſticke, 
humorous, to make loue, ſweare, ſwagger, and in a 
word cloſely doo any villanie, for a two- penny almes 
hee may be throughly taught and made a pert 
ſcholler: ſo that publike Sermons are made of all kinde 
of naughtineſſe, andthe bridle of wicked libertie laid 
on euery mans necke : and herein ſtandeth their glory, 
if by pleaſing the vulgar opinion , they gaine a plau- 
_ which they ſtreake their plumes, & ſpread theyt 

ride, a 

When Phoſion had made an eloquent oration be- 
fore the people, and ſeeing them clap their hands for 
ioy, queſtioned ſuch as were next him,ifhe had vttered 
any fooliſh and vnſeemly thing: teaching vs by this, 
that we oughtalwayes to ſuſpeR the rude multitude, 
for that their weake iudgements can hardly diſcerne 
betweene Viceand Vertue, and their aſfections ſo — 

that 
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that they commonly embrace the cuill in ſtead of 


In like maner H; bus hearing one of his ſchol. 
lers praiſed for his fidling, bad him ceaſe playing, for he 
was ſure there was ſome great errour in the fingering, 
that hee was ſo applauded of the ignorant : what true 
glory then can they iuſtly merit, chat are praiſed by the 
witleſſe and braine- — —— — 
-lace gentlemen growe ri 
= — e of them vſurers and extortio- 
— . they exhauſt out of the purſes of their haun. 
ters, ſo are they puſt vp in ſuch pride and ſelfe-loue, 
as they enuie theit equalles, and ſcorne theyr inferi- 
Ours, 
Et == 
u ons in apt ie, periu- e and 
rie, forgerie, or any rogorie, the very ſcum, raſcallitie, % Val 
and baggage of the people, theeues, cut · purſes, ſhifters, 
couſoners; briefly, an vncleane and ſpaune 
of vipers: —— — 
broede of hell bred creatures? for a Play is like a ſincke 
in a Towne , wherevnto all the filth doth runne : or a 
byle in the body, that draweth all the ill humours vn- 
to it. 
For what more fitter occaſion to ſummon all the 
diſcontented people together, then Playes? to attempt 
ſome e actiõ, commotions, mutinies, rebelliòs, 
as it hapned at M inabã in Norff, in the time of EA. the 6, 
where at a Stage Play (according to a drunken cuſtome 
there vied) the tebelliõ of Ker and his compli. 
ces, by a watch- word giuen,brake out, to the trouble of 
the whole kingdome : and * not daily fall out 
in 


* 
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in common experience, that there is either fighting, 
whereof enſueth murther? robbing and thecuering, 
whereof commeth hanging? or ſpotting the ſoule with 
wickedneſſe, that he becommeth the very ſonne of Be- 
hall ? and are they not growne odious to good men, 
and ill reported of ? are theſe indifferent to bee vſed? 
nay verily, if a man loue his owne ſafetie, he ought to 
withdrawe himſelfe from ſuch vaine ſpectacles. 

But _—_— theſe nocturnall and night Playes, at 
vnſeaſonable and vndue times, more greater euils muſt 
neceſſarily proceed of them, becauſe they do not onely 
hide and couer the thiefe, but alſo entice ſeruants out of 
their maiſters houſes, herby opportunitic is offered to 
looſe fellowes,to effect many wicked ſtratagems. Ina 
word (as they are now vſed) they corrupt good man. 
ners, and ſet abroach the veſſell of all vncleaneneſſe; the 
eare is tickled with immodeſt ſpeeches, the minde im- 


ptinted with wanton geſture, and the whole affections 


rauiſhed with ſinful pleaſure : in ſo much as many leaue 
their honeſt — — idlely, and gadde to thoſe pla- 
ces where the diuel diſplayeth his banner, liuing ſo long 
vpon the ſpoile of other men till at laſt they are eaten vp 
by Tyborne. Nay many poore pincht, needie crea- 
tures, that liue of almes, and that haue ſcatce neither 
cloath to their backe, nor foode for the belley, yet will 


male hard ſhift but they will ſee a Play, let wife & chil. 


dren e, languifh in penurie, and all they can rap 
and end Bleis — vpon ſuch — Ne- 
uertheleſſe ſome will obiect they are neceſlarie , and fit 
to be allowed in pollicie : and why fo ? becauſe they 
are meanes to occupie idle people, and keepe the wor- 
ſer ſort from worſer exerciſes: for if Playes were — 
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(fy they) ſome would to drunkenneſſe, ſome a who. 
ring, others to dice, cardes, riotting, and ſuch vile prac- 
tiles, which by Playes is all prevented, This proucth 
them as lawfull in London, as the common Stewes in 
Rome, or Veni : for is this a ſencible reaſon, that of ne« 
ceſſitie one ſinne cannot be pulled downe,but an other 
as bad or worſe, muſt be erected inſtead of it? it is no 
ſound argument, to diſpence with one to eſchew the o- 
ther, and ſo by ſhunning Corribds, fall vpon Scala : but 
how ſhall we ſpend the time? as though there were no 
exerciſe to be vſed, but that that leadeth to miſchiefe. 
Time flycth away apace, and therfore we are comman. 
ded to redeeme the time, ſee ing we haue but too much, 
when we wilfully looſe and abuſe it. Idleneſſe is a ſinne 
great inough of it ſelſe, though it haue no nouriſh- 
ment by ſintull games and ſports: but doubtleſſe if the 
cauſe were temoued, the effect would ſoone ceaſe, and 
the time bee ſpent in more honeſt endeuours, and b 
litle and litle( the lawe obſerued) the men would be = 
ned from ſuch intollerable abuſes. 
Others will belch out this blaſphemie, that a man 
may ediſie as much at ſome Play, as ata Sermon: this I 
eaſily graunt, if ſo be when he goeth to Church, he lea- 
ueth his heart at home; or at leaſt it is ſo flintic, that no 
— thing will penetrate £ the diuell fitting at the el- 
we, and eyther rockes him a ſleeepe, or amazeth the 
minde with wandring thoughts: ſo that filling a place 
as a Cipher in augrime, heareth a buzzing ſound in his 
eares. but is neuer truly toucht in his heart. Beſide, the 
affections are not alike : for ata Play the whole facultic 
of the minde is _— bent on delight, the eye car. 
neſtly fixed vpon the obiect, euery ſence buſied for 
„ the 
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the time, the care narrowly waiteth to catch that that 
is vttered, ſending it to wit: wit to reaſon: reaſon to 
memorie,which lockerh it vp in a clozer, lcaſt it ſlip out 
againe: the diuell in the meane time like a quiet fellow, 
doth not trouble the affections with ſtrange deluſions, 
and why ſo ? becauſe they are occupied in his wol ke. 
Furthermore, a man is not wearied be it neuer ſo tedi- 
ous, becauſe they doo not onely (as I ſay) feed the eare 
with ſweete words, equally ballanced, the eye with va- 
riable delight, bur alſo with greatallacritic doth ſwiftly 
runne ouer in two houres ſpace , the dooings of many 
yeares , ping from one countrey to an other, 
whereby the minde is drawne into expectation of the 
ſequell , and carried from one thing to an other with 
changeable motions , that although hee were vnac- 
quainted with the matter before , yer the cunning Art 
hee ſeeth in the conueyance, maketh him patiently at- 
tend the Cataſtrophz : when as at a Lecture and ho- 
ly exerciſe, all the ſences are mortified and poſſeſt with 
rowſinefle : ſo that by this then we may ſee our cor- 
rupt nature, and the ſore that runneth ouer the whole 
body; forthe minde is nothing ſo tentible at a good 
inſtruction, nor the eare ſo audible, as at a vaine and 
ſportiue foolerie: 6 how dull is the affections to the 
one, and how * to —— | = the tongue 
will itterate and repeate the one wit t ioye 
and ſmoulder vp the other in 3 
lye. 
4 Many well gouerned Common-wealths , did not 
onely note them to bee infamous perſons that ated 
them, excluding them from offices, and giuing teſtimo. 
nie in cauſes crimminall , * 
wne 


J 
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downe Theaters and common Play-houſes , 
ROE — — — 
n 
Liewrgw baniſhed all Players , Pypers , Sophiſtert, 


&c. 
Oui for his wanton Ars amand; , was exiled by 4 


md. 
Invinall,as an inſtrument of obſcenitie and bawdery, 
was driuen out of his countrey, becauſe by their wan- 
ton Elegics, they made the mindes obſcquics to looſe 


liui 
2245 old father being demanded what he thought 
of Playes and idle Poetrie: anſwered, they were v 


— to infect young wits with vanitie and needleſſe 


The groſſeneſſe ofthe Heathen was ſuch, that they 
dedicated Playes, — mummeries, mas kes, &c. to —— 
thcir Idols, to pacihe their (ſuppoſed) dif pleaſure. And den. 
alchough there is none but abhorreth ſuch foule Idol- 
latrie, yet the diuell hath ſuch a Heccatombe of ſacrifices 
out of obſcene and filthy Playes. To bee ſhort , men 

ht to recreate themſelues comely and decently, 
— better report, and le ſſe h 
what ſaieth Saint Chriſollome to the faichfull of his 
time ? In no caſe (ſaieth hee) frequent Theaters, 
leaſt you bee branded with infamie . It is no ſmall 
offence ( ſaieth Ciprian) for a man to diſguiſe him- 
ſelfe in che garments of a woman, vnleſſe in caſes of 

tie, to ſaue the life, &c. 

And therefore it were to bee wiſhed, that all 
loue-bookes, Sonnets, and vile pamphles ; were bur. 
ned, and no more ſuftered to be printed, nor filthy 

Q 3 Playes 


—ͤ—ñ—ÿ— —— 
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Playes rehearſed, which are the bellowes to blowe the 
coales of luſt, ſotten the minde, and make it flexible to 
cuil inclinations : vnleſſe fuſt ſeene and allowed, by 
ſome of approued and diſcreet iudgement. 

To conclude,it were further to be wiſhed, that thoſe 
admired wittes of this age, — Comædi- 
ans, chat garniſh Theaters with their inuentions, would 
ſpend their wittes in more profitable ſtudies, and leaue 
off to maintaine thole Anticla, and Puppets, that ſpeake 
out of their mouthes : for it is pittie ſuch noble giſtes, 
ſnould be ſo baſely imployed, as to proſtitiſte their in- 

enious labour to inrich ſuch buckorome gentlemen. 
nd much better it were indeed they had nor wit, nor 
learning at all, then to ſpend it in ſuch vanitie, to the diſ- 
honour of God, and corrupting the Common- wealth: 
but he tlat dependeth on ſuch weake ſtaies, ſhall be ſure 
ot ſname and beggerie in the ende: for it hath ſildome 
bene ſeene, that any of that profeſſion haue proſpeted, 
or come to an aſſured eſtate. 

Haſt thou wit, learning, and a vaine to write wic- 
kedneſſe? adde wiſedome to thy wit, and couet to write 
goodneſſe: ſo ſhalt thou in ſtead of curſing, be bleſſed, 
and immortally praiſed of the good and honeſt, The 
floud of wittie fooliſhnes, hath a long time ouerflowne 
the bankes of modeſtie, the world is full of idle bookes, 
and friuolous toyes, neuer in any age was the like: turne 
thy pen, write not with a gooſe quill any longer, clenſe 
thy wit of groſle foll publiſh things profitable and 


neceſlary, new, and good, to the building vp of / criue 
and godlineſſe. 
ine, is the minde and body wearied with vnrea- 


{ care and labour : reſt, eaſe, and inoffenſiue paſ- 
times, 


— - ———— 
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times, are then moſt ſitteſt and in ſeaſon : for we are not 
created to follow ſports and pleaſures, and ſent into the 
world to play: but for graue and waightic ſtudies, and 
to vſe honeſt mirth, when the body is tyred and no lon- 
ger able to endure trauaile vnleſle it be againe refreſhed 
— and not otherwiſe —— 
if time in vaine trifles, gadding after Playes,and 
idlely runne vp and — ight inijunc- 
tion made by God to Adam In the ſweat of thy browes 
—— — What whoredomes, drun- 
kenneſſe, (wearing, and abhominable Sodomie is daily 
practiſed ? doth it not inuite and call vpon Magi 
to draw the ſword of reformation ? do they not crie for 
vengeance to heauen ? ſurely there was neuer more fil- 
Preachers deſpiſed, —„- againltl 
ſpiſed, andadi — 
——— e that ſtand in the 
p, fire and brimſtone would fall from heauen & con · 
ume the wicked like Se and Gomorrah, For doubt. 
leſſe the fins of Sedeme,arc as rife here as euer they were 
there,pride,gluttony,cutthroat.enuy,ſelf-loue, vnmer- 
ciſulneſſe to the and ſuch like, and thoſe not pri- 
uate: but vn in all places, and amongſt moſt men. 
The next enemy to Vetue is Idleneſſe, a burthen of 1denefie the 
impediment, a vice ſo rootedin ſome, that it ca. 2955 «ia 
ſteth them headlong into i bondage: the toade 
þ — — — nt 
omes, pride, ignorance, errour, blindneſſe, beggerie, 
and a thouſand moe miſeries. Time is like ſo many ligh- 
ted lampes, that with care & diligence oughtt to be kept 
whhoyle: which with dampi idleneſſe are ſoone 


out, and by negligence let fall: for mans life of it ſelte is 
not 
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——— of rim: but it is more ſhortned by ſinne, 
length of time haſtened on by iniquitie. The 
ſoule is of too ſine a mettall and ſo a temper as — 
loue to do nothing, berwilbeimployedin labour; y 
becauſcſhe is impriſoned in the walles of fleſh, Colle 
eth her (luggiſh inclination:the body by too much caſe 
is like a pampered lade vnſeruiceable, and her dexteritic 
and facultics being made blunt and dull with ſloth, be- 
commeih v holy vnfit for honeft labour: for if he remit 
and giue his minde to idleneſſe, ill corrupting mo- 
tions creepe into the ſoule, which polluting the purer 
do by little and little carry him to all impietie, vn- 
till the whole man become nothing but the ſonne of 
— by it a wide gap is opened, ſot adultery to enter 
therefore Drogemes was wont to ſay, by doing 
— — ;andlut(quor he) i the 
trade and occupation of loyterers as that grand. 
— in ,in his booke yo 
wor, 0 Capiding arcuu. And it be- 
\ ing muked bow the Emperour Egjfr became an adub 
—5 


o In prompts canſa oft deſudioſue erat. 


It is a plaine caſe he was idle, For ifthebodie be not 

ſet on wor ke, the minde gacth aſtray, whereby this litle 

world is ſoone ouerthrowne by the inuaſion made a. 

gainſt it by concupiſcence: as whEa man doth faſt long 

The couleef and abſtaine from bodily foode, the emptineſſe of the 
* ftomacke and  drawerh i into the bodice windie 
humour and inf ious vapoum, becauſe according to 
Philoſophic, there is no vacuum, but a * — 


——— — 
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ayre : ſo that often eyther by the diſpoſition of the ele- 


ments, or by reaſon of ſome accidentall cauſe, the ayre 
is ſo infected and poyſoned, as it pierceth into the vitall 
powers, and either bri a vniuerſall mortalitie, or 
ſome lingring diſeaſe and ſickneſſe: fo in like man- 
ner When the body is kept from corporall labour, 
— — ſtudious exerciſe, a fit manſi- 
on for don Sathan is prepared, euery roome empti- 
ed mike whete prociuend entice of Rutogad 
body really poſſeſt with wicked impictic , wherein 
this grand-traitor to mans — as ina worke- 
houſe forge, or common dooth ſtampe and 
coine a multitude of euils, and abhominable vi- 
ces into the heart : for none are ſuch fit inſtru» 
ments for him to worke by, then ſuch as liue idlely and 
donothing : for wheret here is no defence to keepe 
him backe, there dooth hee tule ſo ſtrongly ouer the af- 
fections, that there is no other fruites but a ſinfull life, 
and aſhamefull ende: for ſuch as occupiethemſclues 
in no commendable exerciſe, but miſpend the time, 
no maruell though the minde bee vpon vnhallowed 
aQions. x 1 

Idleneſſe is a capitall plague, a fore vexing the body 
with extreame torment,an ing the bones till they 
cracke with weakeneſſe, pouertie, impotencie, and in 
the ende leaucth olde age naked and vnprouided for, 
Ina word, nothing is mote vnſeemely in a Chriſtian, 
nor more contrarie to the lawe of , which com- 
maundeth euery one to get his living with the ſweate 
of his browes , preiudiciall to humane ſocietie, and 
iniurious to nature: and therefore T hemiftocles tear- 
meth idleneſſe 28 


Arc 
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Aa ide man Are alive , for that there is no difference betweene an 
is s deadcat- idle man, and one that is dead, for that neither one nor 

— the other doth any good. . 
Euery one is commaunded to be induſtrious in that 
calling wherein hee is ſer, and earneſtly ſecke to applic 
_himſelfetherevnto, for he that workerh not, is not wor- 
thie to cate: but hee that followeth his trade with dili- 
gence be it neuer ſo baſe or mechanicall, isalwayes ſure 
of competencie and ſaturitie, when as the luskiſh and 
idle notwithſtanding their great aboundance, are in 
ſhort time conſumed and come to nothing, as the wiſe 
Puig. » man faicth : I paſſed by the field of the ſlouthfull. and 
30. , loc it was ouergrowne with bryars, and nettles had 
, couered the face thereof, and the ſtone wall was bro- 
ken downe, &c, Vet a little ſleepe, a little lumber, a 
„little fowlding the handes together, ſo thy pouertie 
, commeth vppon thee like an armed man: and as it is 
„ in an other place, hee that putteth his hand into his 

, boſome, is like to fall into pouertie. 

Some lur-daines that haue wealth left by their an- 
ceſtors, holde it a poynt of wiſedome to reſt theyr 
idle limmes and ſpare theyr bodies, and liue in the 
hyue vppon the hunney of others labour, and as vul- 
tures kill nothing themſelues, but preye vppon that 
which is killed by other, ſo like Catter.pillets do they 
liue by the fruites of other mens labours and ſore tra- 
uaile. 

This kinde of life was ſo much hated among the 
Ethenians, that who ſo was ſcene idle was ſeuerely 
puniſhed. And for this vſe, was there Sophroniſtes 
and graue Fathers, that had the ouerſight and ſurueigh- 
ing ofthe Common-wealth, and moſt chiefly looked 

to 
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to the manners of youth. Tach reports that none dutſt 
walke the ſtreetes of Rowe without bearing about him 
ſome ſigne of his proſeſſion, leaſt hee ſhould bee im- 
peacht of ĩdleneſſe: and in his oration Pro Archita poe- 
14, hee ſaith of himſelfe: What time other men ſpent in 
ſi _— bankets, dice, cardes, tennice, &c. that 
aith he, I beſtowed in poring an my booke : which is 
vndoubtedly true, for ſurely had he bene idle and gi- 
uen to paltime, as many ſtudents are in theſe dayes, hee 
could neuer haue bene that notable and excellent ſum. 
mus Oratar. 8 
— is — ſo — as — , — bein 
wilfully or willingly ouerſlipt, is impoſſible to be reca 
led, for that ſhe is dete and — heare, and therefore — 1 
ſhe is painted with lockes before, but bauld behind, be- 
cauſe holde may be taken in the comming, but her back n 
once paſt, is irrecouerable, and the lou der ſhe is called, Aa 174bir 
the faſter ſhe flyeth. pericalume, 
It were a world to note the idleneſſe of many in 
theſe times, and what multitudes liue with doing no- 
thing; oratleaſtwiſc in doing things vnprofitable and 
diſhoneſt : yea, what numbers there be both in Citie 
and Towne, that liue like Drones & idle Grafhoppers, 
as a right wiſe and honourable Counſellor reported in 
the Starre · chamber, that in the citie as hee verily was 
waded, there were atleaſt a thouſand families that 
could giue no honeſt reckening of their life. Some like 
Æſop. ſaber, ſit beating their heeles againſt a ſtall,ſome 
friske from houſe to houſe, as buſic-bodies : others in 
curious obſcruations and fault. finding with the gate, 
apparell,ſpeech,and defects of other and fat themſelues 


with buſie apprehenſions. 
) T This 
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This pecuith nature is derived from that olde Witch 
Lines bath £4994 who as the Poets faine, had broade proſpectiue 
many chuldrs, eyes to pull out and in at pleaſure , and at her going a- 

„would put on and be very curious and circum- 
ſpect in peering and poring about to ſee what was a- 
miſſe in her neighbours houſe; but at her return home, 
would locke them vp in a cap-caſe, and ſatte downe to 
ſpinning as blinde as a beetle, and neuer ſawe what was 
amiſſe in herowne houſe : fo in like manner, many 
both ſonnes and daughters ſhe hath, that cram the forc+ 
part of the wallet with ſafall defects, when the waight 
of their owne behinde , is readie to pull them backe. 
ward into all contempt : and many female ſinners fre- 
quent great aſſemblies fornothing elſe but to ſpye out 
new faſhions , of which they make coments at 
their —_— — — till they be trickt 
with like trumperie, and i ea inth 

— ＋ — = — 

then there is to do and to do, and turning it ouer againe 

and againe, as men ted hay, with wot you what neigh- 

bour, ſuch a man is too familiar with his maide, he is a 

bankerout, an — buſic. body; ſhe is a muddie 

queane, a filthy ,alumpeof kitchinſtuffe, and ſuch 
like : is not here good ware which they offer to ſell, to 
cuery ones diſgrace? and thus they paſſe away the time 
in vaine and idle obſeruations, and vtterly forget to 
looke into their owne boſome, and prune and correct 
their owne deformities , which — they ſhould 
finde —8 h to reforme. = 
Euery a new occaſion to doo 

and therefore no one houre ought to — — 

out ſome profitable thing done : but as Caſar in his 


Com- 
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Commentaries ſetteth downe his dicirnall affaires, eue- Car Cu 
ry dayes buſineſſe: ſoa man muſt exerciſe himſelſe dai · 
ly in ſuch things as belong to his calling, and to liue ſo 
that his company may bee deſited, and by his life to 
yeeld beneſite to the place where he liueth, and not ſo 
to liue, as if he were borne onely for himſelſeʒ but as Pla» plus, 
to aith,for our friends, parents, countrey, and ſuch com. 
mon duties, which are the finall endes of euery mans 
labour: but he that regardeth neither of theſe, his com- 
pany cloyeth the ſtomacke, and thereforeto be ſpewed 
out as an vnprofitable waſter. Callings are diſtingui- 
ſhed into ſundry profeſſions, according to the neceſſitie 
of the time, becauſe euery man may not onely haue 
wherein to imploy himſelſe, and to te by 
his trauell, but alſo to haue helpe by the facultic of 
his neighbour : yet all come into theſe two, either in 
minde or in body, the — Miniſter, and ſuch as 
holde publique and places, do labour in minde 
with good counſel, in gouernment and doctrine, vhich 
is the more excellent calling: others are manuell or 
mechanicall, which is the more weatiſome & toilſome: 
without — common. wealth can ſtand ; for as it 
isa icie in maintaining diſcipline, ſo is it not a 
lil cherdhed by other callings. The Husband-men 
which Tuch calleth the beſt cittixens, — paſtu- 
rage, and ſtoring the Realme with graine. It is not e. 
quall not to nature, fora man to liue pro. 
ling and ſhifting — — 
vpon their earnings, but to labour himſelfe in ſome 
ling, that his companie may be enioyed. 

The Philoſopher did meaſure out their reſt, and in- 
uent meanes to 1 off the 

3 - 


drow 
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drowſineſſe of nature, were content onely to refreſh 
the ſpirits, that the poores mightbe more pliant to per- 
forme dutic. 


Cato repented him ot nothing he had done in all his 
life ſo much as of two things; one in going by water 
when he might haue gone by land: the other in paſſing 
ouer one day idlely, and doing nothing. 

i hated it ſo much, that leaſſ it ſnould abate 

c. the courage of his ſouldiers , and raiſe tumults kept 

chem occupied in appointing Iudges to trie out ſuch as 

had ſhewed themſelues moſt valiant in the wartes, to 

whom he gaue rewards due to their deſeruings. Him- 

ſelfe delighted in the workes of Homer, in ſo much as he 

would lay it vnder his head hen hee ſlept, to read in 
> a , 

Domitian would ſpend the time in catching flyes, 
Lucullus in building. Diogenes in rowling his Tubbe vp 
and downe, cHarcariw in — 


eapes of ſtones 
from place to place. And it we co the workes, la- 


When Titw had miſpent one day, — — 
before he was aware, cried out, Amice diem perdidr, O 
my friend I haue loſt a day. Appeiles would not looſe a 
day without ſhado I — 2 | 
Itisremembred of —— chat in- 
ſtructed his ſonne in martiall affaires, and his daughter 
in making cloath as well to — owne liuing,if ad- 
uerſitie hapned,as to keepe — 5 
uerie 
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Euetie one therefore ought to apply himſelſe to 
ſome honeſt buſineſſe, and ſtitre vp his body and mind 
to ſome commendable ſcience : for by labour and ex- 
erciſe, Yerts#e is purchaſed, when by daſtardly idleneſſe 
the peores become ſoft and delicate, through which 
— fall into — — and immoderate pleaſures: 
and being emptie ofall good motions, the diuell ſoone 
takes vp his lodging, and keepes open houſe for all vi- 
ces: the very rotte and ſpoile of youth, the ſummons to 
ie, which likea beadle doth ſcourge in the ende 

with the whip of repentance, 

Hamill after all his greatviQories,by idleneſſe was 
was wrapped in — loſt his honour. 

Alexander at Babilon ouerthrew his glorie and his 
further hopes by dalliance , and quenched that forti- 
rude and valour with which hee was ſo really endu · 


ed. 
Sardinapalus was exiled his kingdome through idle- 
neſſe and careleſſe = * 

Time flyeth away with wings, and therefore a wiſe 
man will — of her forelockes while it is to day, 
to inrich the minde 5 experiments of thole 
things that bring perfect b For it may bee 
ſi that would neuer — into 

that which hath hands and feete, inſtruments ot 
doing, but that it was intended the minde ſhould ſet 
them on worke, andi them in action, and not 
1 — in the dungeon of idle. 
e. 
Weare borne to labour, as well as the birds to flye. 


Salomen (endeth vs to the Emet to learne wiſedome, . 


to conſider herinduſtric , who like a good Econimiſt, 
h prowdes 


J 


— 
— 
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prouides in Sommer for Winter, whereof E affoor- 
deth a pleaſant conceited fable : The Ant & the Graſſe. 
hopper (faith he) walking together on a ſunnie banke, 


the one piping crcumſedin pin lookedafter no· 


thing; the other circum in prying aboutwhat 

— — E 
and cartied it to her cabbin, whom the 
ſeeing, ſcorned this needleſſe thrift with many bitter 
taunts : now it fell out, that in ſhort time theſe two par- 
ted, —— 
all the 
the 


winter 
grew on, and tooke from the Graſhopper her wonted 
moifure, bereft him of his piping, with his ſhackle 


hammes weakely skips too and fro, and beeing pi 

— , anddrenchr with ſhewers, went ſuc- 
Ant, herolde acquaintance, and entreated 

ſome teliefe, but the litle worme demaunded what ſhe 

had done all the Sommer time, ſhe could not 

for Winter? The Graſhopper anſwered with a hollow 


voyce,ſhe ſung to delight the then now you 
may daunce quoth be, coelyourhuger ch thi 
the Graſhopper yeelding 


com 
remedie : all 


zie meacocks,who ſpend the 
tonneſſe, that when enero eecomme 
— . 


. — And therefore chore while 
— ori —_ — 
is 


— — 
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is to ſeeke for thoſe things that ing i 
—ů—— . 
poſe that God a court of es for them to 
take vpadi 


nitic 
not how to 


5 they 


ing v thefloud. 
CI CI ES let it 


—— 


15 dC Car. 
for a 

end to warme 

when froſtic 


and pitrileſſe : what a heauie reckening 
baue I to make, waſti — 
8. 


—ͤ—Ü— —  — —ͤ— — — 


The vanitie 
of ſome oldt 
\ men. 
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drinkin i —— and paſtimes and all 
my — ing youth in Knete, vole one 
houre in his ſeruice to whom all is due, & now I ſhould 
finde moſt comfort in that I haue got ſo neare my end, 
a hell of vnquiet torments lye on my conſcience rea- 
die tofinke me downe to hell. Let youth therefore be 
warned , 2 — — 
it is to day, ipping the tyde of opportunitie 
they fall AA a ſorrowtull lamentation — it is too 


late. 

And therſore ſuch old men as are ſorrie their youth 
is gone, it is a ſure token they were neuer wile nor gra- 
tious, for hee is no wiſe man that tepineth at the moſt 

e things, for age taketh away the delight of the 
fleſh, the roote of all euill: for there can be no greater 
plague to mans happineſſe then the will of the bodie, 
which by — of youth is ſubiect to ſo many 
indirect es, deſtroying the iudgement, and putting 
out the eye of reaſon, no communitie with V ertac, but 
a liuely brotherhood with vice and vanitie: yet ſome 
take great glorie to crake of their youthfull acts, and tell 
many ſtories of their informer time; I did this 
and this ſaith one, I thus and thus ſaith an other, I holpe 
the Prieſt to ſay Maſſe ſaith a third, and by bragging of 
their ſtinking rottennes, and reuiuin "ro. 
Suppoſe they gaine credite for ſuch infamons practi- 
ſes, and commend themielues to poſteritie, as men en- 
dued with notable exploits, but howſocuer they boaſt 
they glorie butin theyr owne ſhame, and by ſporting 
at theyr wantonneſſe, bewray theyr owne guiltineſſe: 
for if thou haſt committed any horrible oftence in the 
time of ignorance, and not repentcd thy ſelſe of it in 

Ume 
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time of knowledge, thou haſt giuen conſent to thy 
leaudneſſe, and fo ſtandeſt guilue before Cod: and 
therfore the Prophet Dawid praicth Cod to ſorgiue the 
yy —= forbad 

Licwrgas by his lawes young men to play, ot 
goe idlely vp and done in the Marte or — pla- 
ces, ot to be nurſed vp in delights and pleaſures, but in 
husbandry and tillage, that in their firſt yeares they 
might not taſte of idleneſſe. 

And Zenecrates did vſe to diuide the day into parts, 
— part for ſilence, that hee might meditate 
how to ſpeake : not onely therefore the Realme is pol 
peroùſly held vp by buſineſſe and labour, but a mans 
priuate wants ſupplied, and his domeſticke neede- 
ments maintained: whereas idleneſſe ouerthrowyeth 
all: and therefore warres in a kingdome are more pro- 
ficable (faith one) then peace, for warres ſtirreth the 
minde to V ertue, when peace breedeth idleneſſe. And as 
the Poet faith; 


At quiſque Cauſus vurtatu amore, 


For he that giues his minde to ſloth, 
to riotizeand caſe, 
And honeſt labours intermit, 
his idle limbs to pleaſe, 
Both naked, poore,and miſerable, 
old age on him will ceaſe. 
S 2 Bur 
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But if that he for Yertwes ſake 
with labour hard exceed, 


Mortall fame he purchaſeth 
for this his manfull deed. 


How lamentable is ittherfore for youth to be igno- 
rant, and defeat theyr mind of the ſtore· houſe of know. 
ledge, & ſo iniuriouſly wrong themſelues in the way to 
bliſſe? for ignorance is fearfull,an inconſtant paſſi6,baſe 
and contemptible , and is ſoone ſeduced , becauſe it 
knowes not how to vſe that well it poſſeſſeth, but is raſh 
and headie, taking falſchood for truth, Vice for Yertse, 
not being able to diſtinguiſh one from the other; and 
by this deceit is carried into errours, omitting all 
examples and honeſt actions: ſot if the carriage of wiſe 
and graue men be not obſerued, the minde is clogged 
with ignorance , not onely not able to direct othen in 
any matter of doubt, but is forced to aske counſell for 
himſelfe in euery trifle. But a foole (ſaith Samen) is 
wiler in his owne conceit, then ſeuen wiſe men that can 
render a reaſon : and drinking ſo much the water of 
ſelfe-loue, doth get ſuch a ing in his braines, that 
— his bulineſſe by his owne wit, draweth vpon 
himſclfe 74199) — 

O how ſoone Vice creepes vpon the affections of 
youth in the ſpring of their yeares, if idleneſſe ſlip in: 
for being intangled in the net of libertie, doth chauke 
out to himſelfe the way to trace in, affecting that which 
the multitude ſeeme to allow, be it neuer ſo contrarie 
to ſound iudgement: and therfore the beſt inheritance 
that fathers can leaue to their children, is good brin- 
ging vp, 25 a ſure ſtocketo liue on in oldeage: for to 

put 


/ 
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put wealth into the hands of youth before hee haue 
— — is as if hee ſhould ſet him on a 
— cke that was never ſadled, needs mult 

neither wit nor ſtrength to 
- — or as if hee ſhould put his patri- 
monie into a ſhip, and make his ſonne Pilot, whe for 
want of skill, needs mult ſuffer ſhipwracke, And youth 
is no ſooner capable of reaſõ, but by idleneſſe the mind 
is carried into a multitude of vices, like a ſtanding pond 


that nothing but ſcum and filth. 
eee therefore that put their children to 


eruing · men, —— {mall care of their education, for 
= onely miſpend the time , butlearne 
ſuch vicesas cleauctaſt to nature, not eaſily tobe ſhaken , an 
— ———ů—— 
in youth, or begge their in age tlemen 0 
—ͤ pen — 


which deuour and cate much, — and vnder fce. 
pretence of ſeruice, — chen ſerue with- 
out all contradiction; it is noc ietofolter ſuch an 
idle ſuperſluitie of ſeruants, with that which might bet- 
ter be —— — then 
on ſuch which ſerue for nothi but to beaurifie 2 


houſe and picture and ſhewe forth their perſons. Ho- 
— — reſteth not in keeping many ſeruants, 
wich a great troup, but in his owne vertue. For 

wiſe men ſor —— fooles for ſimplicitie, 

do reuerenceand ſalute them, — —— 
more honourable, vnleſſe they be iuſt, temperate, affa- 
haue ſuch vertuous & mor- 

rall conditions , 2 that they may be vſed in the Com- 


moa-wealth, for the ſeruice of their Prince & countrey. 
8 3 Many 
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Many idle perſons drop out of Gentlemens houſes, 
— — — 
preferment, not able to owne hood, 
conſtrained thro — 
ing out of ſeruice, fall into offence of lawe, and are ma- 
ny times eaten vp by Tyborne. 

And yet ſome heires of poſſibilities, vnder co- 
lour of — ciuilitie, humanitie, and ſome com- 
mendable qualities, are by their parents made Seruing. 
men, and their young wits ſo peſtered with vice, that 
— — ptoue good members in the Common- 
wealth. 

To conclude, euery one ought to betake himſelſe 
to ſome honeſt and ſeemely trade, and not ſuffer his ſen. 
ces to bee mortiſied with idleneſſe: for whom the di- 
uell findeth in that caſe, hee ſoone poſſeſſeth, imploy- 
ing him in ſome damned worke , and wicked practiſe, 
and for euer dilabling him to be vied in matters of good 
conſequence. 

Sarge igitur duroque manu adſueſce ö 
Det 2 aimenſ. — — 


Raiſe vp therefore thy lazie limbes, 
apply thy minde to paine, 

Both foode and cloath, and all thing elſe, 
with eaſe thouſhalt attaine. 


Rioting and drunkenneſſedoth both corrupt the bo- 
dy. and pollute the ſoule, and is ſuch an extreame mad- 
neſſe, as it trans ſormeth a man into a beaſt, ſaving in 
forme and portraiture, putting out the light _ 
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— the wits, — hatchi 
who vncleanneſſe, quarels, ſtriſes, &c. whi 
as a chaine, draweth one linke atter an other, vntill the 
linke of wotull wretchednes maketh his death timerous 
and fearfull by his leaud life: yet notwithſtanding ſo or- 
dinarily practiſed in moſt places, as it is ſcarce noted as a 
fault. An euill cuſtome not contradicted, is made cur- 
rant by long vſe, But as the ſchoole· men ſay, Bonar quo 
comamius co melixs : by how much the more common 
neſſe is, by ſo much the ore is irprized, So it 
deth in the oppoſition, the longer a cuſtome 
is in vſe, the — odious — — it is. This ca- 
coethes, or ill cuſtome, vſu uch a priuiledge, and 
incroacheth ſo vpon the — — — men, by com- 
ming in the habit of honeſtie, that they are not aſha- 
med to hide their filthineſſe with glorious titles, and 
neceſſarie colours, as a ſpurte to quicken the wit, and ſer 
an edge on a blunt capacitie, awhetſtone to memorie, 
a breeder of loue, an enemie to melancholy, a chearing 
the minde, prompt the conceit, a teadineſſe to pro- 
nounce, and many ſuch: youth that are eaſily catched 
with theſe baites, and taſting the ſweetneſſe of this fin, 
are by manhood and age ſo deepely rooted , that they 
. filling the body fllof di 
0 | a iſe, filling t full of dif- 
eaſes , emptying the purſe of all bk? and cauſe 
them to ſtumble on theyr graues before olde age 
come. 

Neither can theſeallegations imputed tothis vice, 
excuſe the digerous effects which proceed of her mon- 
ſtrous deformitie. For as the Poets allude that Meduſs 
could turne men into marble pictures, C ces into _ 


Commis or 


The benefir of 
dinakenacile, 
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— — hereof _ reaſon a vnderftan. 
ding, an poores minde , * 
— conditions in a humane ſhape; forhethas 
isoucrladen with ſenſualitie, looſeth the vic of all thoſe 
— — — modeſt and 
man is poſſeſt. And as properties may holde 
in part, that is, See 
once falling into the more, it can no longer ſtand : for 
as one may ſharpen his knife with grinding, ſo by too 
much and often doing it, the edge and mettall may be 
uite ground away and made blunt; and therfore 4n«- 
Sas, a great wine-bibber , who was choked with a 
huske of a grape, did notwithſtanding this doc. 
trine : The firſt draught ſaith he, the bloud, 
the next comforteth the heart, but the third inflameth 
— fumeth into the head, and breedes drunken. 
neſſe. 

He ſaid moreover, that the vine bareth three maner 
ofgrapes, the firſt of pleaſure, the ſecond of drunken- 
nelle, and the third of ſorrow. 

O how farre doth — make a man differ 
from himſelſe, and forget — 
on, in ing enemies againſt his owne happineſſe! 
G die lamemtable Tragedies is by this Vir acted 
mong win ing companions ! There bee euils 
inough we bring with vs into the world , and we haue 
worke inough to holde warre with them , though we 
procure no more, which arcalwayesa temptation to 
our beſt parts. 

— — nor inherent ſinne, but 
procured by cuſtome a company, it corrupteth 
the ſoule, ſucketh out the juiceoftheb , 2 

e 


— — 
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the beautie, drieth vp the ſinewes and like a canker cor- 
rodeth and deuoureth _ motions, making 
that body which ſhould „a habiracle 
and dw ing houſe forthe dived : for ouerladen 
with wine & gluttonie, the body is ſo much broke, that 
as a holy Father faith , it isa wonder that thoſe bodics 
made of carthand clay, become not myre and dyrt: it 
ſticreth the mind to whoredome, for like twins are 
neuer a ſunder-Sine cerere c baceho fret venas, 
wine and belly-cheare luſt would — 
ble of conceit: for you ſhall neuer ſee a drunkard ſo wel 
aduiſed to aske counſell, or with marke good 
documents, but either fleere and laugh it out, or be fu- 
rious and quarelſome : and thereſose Father Cato was 
wont to ſay , it was loſt labour to ralke of Ferrveto the 
belly, for that it hath no cares to heare , becauſe their 
life makerh religion loathſometotheir cares. This 
—_— cor gue ſuch ſcope and libertie to 
— — — — reſlleſſe, an- 
noyio me w w wi voneceſſarie prattle, run. 
—— cenſuring all men, and laying out 
— hich modeſtie would conceale, powring 
it intothe of his pot · mate: forthe tongue of a 
drunken man, is the clozetof his heart; and that which 
a ſober man thinketh, a drunkard ſpeaketh. And as 
noiſe of crowes, one ma — 
— — their words, be- 
ing ſo inſlamed with hof the ly- 
—— — herefore as 
Ciceroſaith,there need no racking to procure confeſſion 
ofthe truth, for it may with more eaſe be gotten by 
drunkennefle. 


T And 


— 


Vertues (ommon-wealth, 


And as Homer ſaith , wine diſtracteth the wits of a 
wiſe man withvoluntary madneſle, and his grauitie is 
quenched with indiſcretion. A drunken man is 
ſoprolixious and talkatiue, as he moleſteth all his hea- 
rers: if he be in companywith a ſober man, he wearieth 
him with talke : if he come to the ſicke, he grieueth him 
more then his ſickneſſę : iſ in a ſhip among paſſen 
he annoyeth them more then the waues of the ſea: ſo 
that wherſocucr he commetb, he is troublous and irke- 
ſome. 

It were one of Herculu labours to deſcribe their ſe- 
uerall humoum, ſomc apt to quarell, if but croſt with a 
word, and not pledged as he would be, & readie to ſtab, 
and make wor ke forthe Conſtable : an other throwes 
the pot about the houſe, breakes the glaſſe windowes 
with his dagger,and calles his hoſtiſe whore : ſome full 
of Apiſhtricksand 7 — ſweare, 
and ſwagger, with ſuch confuſed diſordet, that a ſober 
man comming amongſt them, would verily thinke hee 
were in hell,carowſing healths on theirknees,at which 
great ſnuffe is taken, if not duly pledged, and ſo great 
indignitie offered, as many times the field is chalenged, 
where the diuels champions trie their valour, which to 
ſome is vatimely warning. Some like fwine, wallow 
in their one filth , and forced to diigorge and caſt vp 
the ſuperfluitic and exceſſe, which calleth for ven- 
geancetrom heauen , for ſo monſtrouſly abuſing the 
good creatures of God. 

And mou a drunkard recouer himſelſe againe, 

et the effect doth ſtill remaine , leauing ſuch aſlyme 
hinde , as defileth both body and ſoule: yet not a 
fewe ate rocked a ſleepe in this brutiſh defire : but 6 
beaſtly 
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beaſtly and ſinful defire,to circumſcribea mans chicfeſt 
eod within the compaſſe of his belly, and deſtroy all 
thoſe good — inhabit about the ſoule, and ſuf- 
fer the baſeſt part of the body to ouercome the ſiue 
wits, What a madneſſe is this, cuſtome getting victorie 
by little and little, ileth ſo much with ſome, that 
_ become remedileſſe, and haue not only the mappe 
of drunkenneſſe drawne on their viſage by continuall 
vſe, but the whole man polluted with the eſſentiall pro- 
perties thereof, Oh how odious is this vice to God and 
good men ? and how dooth it putriſie and contami- 
nate body and ſoule, and yet how plentifully doth it 
taigne in moſt places without ſuppreſſion? for now all 
ood fellow ſhip is in drinking, and hee is a flincher 
will not take his licour , and be drunke for com- 
anie, 
l This riſeth from ſufferance and too much lenitie: 
for if drunkenneſſe be but a May-game,, and hee ac- 
counted no good fellow vnleſſe hee be a perfect drun- — 
kard,no maruell if it be ſo much practiſed. But the ſur- much drun- 
pluſage of Ale. houſes, eſpecially thoſe that aro kept by denne. 
vnconſcionable and irreligious perſons, who make no 
ſcruple to open their doores to euerie drunken mate, 
is no (mall meancs to multiply a ſwartne of monſters in 
the Common-wealth. 
Is it not lamentable that a poore man who hath 
nothing to keepe his charge but his ſore labour, ſpen« 
deth all hee can rap and rend in drunkenneſſe and ryo- 
ting, and his wife & children want that which he leaud. 
ly waſteth,and where is the cauſe but in ſuch baſe min- 
ed people, that for greedineſſe of filthy lucre doo 
ſufer them to drinke out theyr eyes, and ſweare 
| 8 out 
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out their hearts ſo they may gaine : but let them be aſ. 
ſured that hell mouth gapes to ſwallow vp ſuch greedie 
accurſcd monſters , valeſſe they turne with ſpeedic te- 
pentance, 

It is now grownean exerciſe and a game ofaQiuie 
tie, to ſwill and quaffe much, and he that drinketh moſt 
winneth the prize, whereof hee is as proud, as if he had 
carried an oxe with <A at the Olympian games. 
And by your leaue, drunkenneſſe is too groſſe a terme, 
and deſerueth the ſtabbe. For although all thoſe ſine 
termes and prittie Epithites, which are giuen to that 
ſinne, import as much, yet (forſoothe) it muſt be coue- 
red with many —.— denominations; otherwiſe you 

ſball incurre no ſmall diſpleaſure, and bring yout ſelſe 
into a drunken danger. But let them blinde it ſo long as 
they can with neuer ſo many faire attributes, yet ſobrie- 
tie and reaſon will vnmas łe and lay them open, to their 
vtter obliquie: and though they frame this naked ex- 
cuſe, which they alledge as a poore ſhift to ſaue theyr 
credit, that they are not drunłe ſo long as they knowe 
what they doo, can goe, ſtand, hold their firſt man, and 
aiuſt reckeningoftheir pottes. But he that drin- 
keth more then will content the want of nature, and 
falleth into the exceſſe, though his braine be ſo well ſet· 
led as he is not by and by bereft of reaſon, yet he defer. 
— no other epithite then a bowſie beaftly drun - 
kard. 

And when by coaction one ſhall be vrged either 
being not athirſt, or his appetite not mouing, the one 
offendeth in — — other in taking: and hence it 
is ſo great ſtrife and quarelling ariſeth, and ſo many 
frayes and field · meetings growe. 

Drinking 
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Drinking one to an otherſaccording as I conceiuc) 
is no other but a participation of loue, and a kinde com- , 
munication, as when a man ſaith, Syr, I drinke to you arts * 
with all my heart this cup of wine; — much as it 0 an other. 
he ſhould lay, all the ſtrength and good this wine ſhall 
miniſter to my body, am readicto ſpend it in your ſer- 
uice , which being gratefully required by the other, is 
full — þ ih 
Many noyſome detracting euils lye hid in the bo- 
ſome of — N which b — out vpon euery — 
occaſion, in ſo much as he can neuer be at peace, but fealts, breakes 
one torment ſucceedeth an other; which as eating vul- — = 
cers or ſores, byte and gnawe continually, neuer ſuffe- Some are ne | 
ring body ot mind to haue one houres reſpite for intol- #er vellbue 
le anguiſh 4 noſe ks 
The body I fay, is ſubie to ſo much peſtilence and por,andſo re 
rottenneſſe, as cannot in fewe words be expreſſed, the fragen. 
face blowte,puft vp, and tuft with the lockes of ſtrong 
beere : the noſeſo ſet out with pearles & diamonds,thar 
by the reflecting beames which they caſt fi6 ſo glorious = 
antiquitie, the bye.ſtanders may ſee to walk as byaligh- 
ted rapor : and the whole body ſo impaired and ſhaken Thus doth 
with goutes, ſciaticacs, panges, palſies, appolexies, &c. Sd pure 
that for the moſt — lye vnder the Phiſtions hand : — 
who though they liue, yet ſuch life is a liuing death, for (ome the gal- 
Medice vinere eſt miſere vinere. And being thus ſurfetted — 2 
live diſconſolate, and haſten their owne deſtruction — 
caſting thernſclues headlong into the bottome of end · mardics,6c, 
leſſe wretchedneſſe. For the excellencie of reaſon be. 
ing thruſt forth of her cabbin by wine: waſhing exceſſe, 
they incidently fall into woe and miſerie. 
Lo being — inceſt with his daugh- 
3 ters. 
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ters. Noah was mocked of his ſonnes. Holoſernes had his 
head cut off by a poore woman: for it is an eaſie thing 
forthe diuel to accompliſh his will, if the mind be bent 
to ſurfetting. For this is that poyſoned fountaine out of 
which floweth ſo many maladies, grecuous & long dil. 
caſes, impoſtumations, inſlamations, obſtructions, ven- 
toſities, and what not, whereby the mildneſſe of nature 
is diſturbed. 

And therefore one of the Sages being asked why he 
refuſed a cup of wine when it was offered him, becauſe 
(quoth hee) I take it to be poyſon : for this other day 
when I was inuited to a Feaſt , I ſawe that cueric one 
that drunke of it, ſoone after decayed, both in minde 
and bodie, hauing loſt both reaſon and vſe of theyt 
limbes : and as the Poet faith , V ins forma perit, vino cor- 
rumpitur 4145, 

ut theſe ſtraunge euents happen not ſimply in re- 
ſpe of the wine it ſelfe, being in it owne nature good, 
(for if it be moderately taken it comforteth the bodie, 
and cheriſheth the minde, ſtrengtheneth the ſinewes, 
and helpeth the eyes : and that was the cauſe Saint Paul 
counſelled Tymorhie to drinke a little Wine) but only 
and altogether in the intemperate and immeaſurable v- 


So is it likewiſe in meates, when one dath gurman- 
dize and feede vpon diuerſitie and diſguiſed diſhes of 
manifolde operations. Many accidences atiſe and dil- 
eaſes growe, and this is by reaſon of the conttarietie 
and different natures of thoſe meates, and in the ſu- 
perſluitie and aboundance as the prouerbe ſaith, much 
meate much maladie: whereas in ſimple and vniforme 
kindes, delight neuer exceedes the appetite : _ 
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he that feedeth but of one diſh, liucth longer, and is 
more healthfull then thoſe accidentall dieters & quea- 
fic ſtomackes that glutre themſelues with eueric kinde 
artificially compounded, ſometime of eaſie digeſtion, 
then of harde digeſtion, that many times before one 
can be concocted, the other putrificth in the ſtomacke, 
and this is verie familiar in common knowledge, that 
the ploughman that liues by curdes, bread and cheeſc, 
and ſuch homely fare, workes harde all the day, and 
lyeth vneaſie at night, is more ſounder, healthful- 
ler, and more free of malladies then thoſe fine, nice, 
and curious dyeters. 

Now when the bodie is thus miſdieted by ſurſet- 
ting and drunkenneſſe, it is not only ſubiect to diſea- 
ſes, and afſlicted with torments and incurable laments, 
whereby it becommeth vnweildie& vnfit for any vertu. 
ous exerciſe, but alſo draweth the horror — iudge- 
ments of God vppon both bodie and ſoule. How 
ought men therefore to liue ſoberly and chaſtely, and 
ſtoppe the abuſe of ſuch abhominable Epicuriſme : 
and as wiſe Cats ſaieth, Eate to liue, and not liue to 
eate, like the Epicure, that putteth all his felicitie in Bac. 
thu his belly-cheare, 

By this the quicke conceit of the ſpirit is dulled and 
made impregnable, the glorious ſun-ſhine of I ertue 
eclipſed, and all good motions quite extinguiſhed,that 
a man cannot be ſaide to be a man, but the trunke or 
caikaſſe of a man, wherein an infernall ſpirit in ſtead 
of a ſoule doth inhabite, | 

Heereby hee becommeth raſh headed and vnad- 
wiſed, dooing that in haſte, whereof he repenteth at 
leiſure. * 
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As Alexander , who in his drunken neſſe would ſley 
his deareſt friends,and being ſober, w ould be readie to 
kill himſelfe for anger: and all thoſe noble vertues and 
princely qualities wherewith he was endued, were all 
defaced by the intollerable delight he had in drinking. 
The famous Citie Perſepolis in a drunken humour was 
burned to aſhes, whichwas no ſooner deviſed by Thayw 
the harlot,but was executed with great celeritic:but re. 
coucring his wits, repented his folly: for with this ſpirit 
is a drunken man alwaies poſſeſt to attempt things raſh- 
ly,to deſpiſe good counſel, to vndettake great exployts, 
but neuer with mature deliberatiõ, vnruſy, diſobedient, 
and violating the lawes both of God and man: and laſt- 
ly, with the fooliſh Troians, ( ſers ſapiumt phriges) be wiſe 
when it is too late. If this Hidra infuſe her venome into 
the tendernes of youth, and not cruſhed _ e _ 
it begins to peepe, by killing the ſerpent int 0 
1 — — it diſtilleth — -Y 
and pulles dow ne the whole frame of , whereby 
he is caſt downe headlong from a high promentarie, in- 
to a deepe vgly dungeon: it weakeneth the nature, and 
maketh them fooles and meacockes, not fit for any im- 
ployment, | ; 

And therefore the Spartans and Lacedemonians 
at their great feſtiuals, would ſhewe vnto their children 
drunk& men, that by ſeeing their beaſtlines they might 
ſhun the like practiſe, a 

It wasa great ſhame among the Athenians , for a 
young man to haunt tauernes or common houſes : 
in ſo much as on a time when youth beeing in ata- 
uerne, and ſeeing Diogenes come towards him, ſhifted 


into an other roome for feate he ſhould ſee him. = 
quo 
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quoth he, ſtay young man, — — that 
way, the further you goe into the Tauerne. If Diogenes 
or Polemen liued in theſe daies, they ſhould haue worke 
inough to ſweepe youth out of Taucrnesand Ale · hou- 
ſes,being now traded vp in it, as in an occupation. 

If we ſee a man often frequent the — —— houſe, 
we by and by ſuſpect his health, and ſuppoſe he is not 
0 his — and ſome infirmitie bree- 
ding: ſo when wee behold one often to repaire to ſuch 
places of ill note, we may cenſure him, and ſafely con- 
clude his wits ate di „and daungerouſlly infec. 
ted with Opprobrium medicorum, 

Neuertheleſſe, leaud company is the overthrow of 
many good wits, which otherwiſe be ingenious, and of 
aliuely ptomptitude to Vertu, getting ſuch vicesin an 
houre, as tarrieth with thẽ many dayes:for bad compa» 
ny is asa ſtench about a man that annoyeth the ſence. 
And as cleare chriſtall water is corrupted if it fall into a 
aſtinking puddle , ſo a vertuous minde is ſtained with 
the leaud vices of looſe livers : and therfore no man can 
be — — the —— till — — the cauſe: for conuer. 
ſing with naughtie , diſpoſition is ſoo- 
nerinfetted wich heir — TIS bad refor. 
med with their good conditions, For as = contagi- 
ous ayre the ſoundeſt bodies are ſooneſt i » 
tender and =_ capacitie is ſoone violently carried 
away into all voluptuouſneſſe. For as it is impoſſible to 
holde the hand in the ſire, and not be burnt, ſo can het 
not hold fellowſhip with bad companie, but hee muſt 
needs be the worſe. 

Euery creature keepeth a due courſe and order: 
the Sunne like a ramping Lyon, runneth about = 
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world with a ſwift reuolution : the Moone knoweth 
her ſitting downe and tiſing vp: the Pleiades keepe their 
ſtations : the Statres goe their circuit: the carth,the ſea, 
and cueric creature theyr time, onely man is 
out of frame and temper too, and euerie part disioyn- 
ted, the naturall impediment is the verie bane and 
puttiſaction of the ſoule. O how hard is it then to 
pull out thoſe weedes within, which like rebels hold 
a continuall warre againſt all good motions : a grea- 
ter victorie is it therefore to ouercome a mans owne 
ſelle, then to conquere a citie: for he that vanquiſheth 
an enemie, maſtereth but fleſh and bloud, but hee that 


can humble his pride and rule his paſſions, ouercom- 


Onad es 
tam, 


meth the diuell: the one is but the ſonne of man, the 
mne other theſonne of God. 

Dazid could cut off the head of Coliah, yet was not 
able to tame his owne affections. 

Sampſon could ſlaie the Philiſtines with a ia. bone, 
and yet was made a ſlaue to Dablath, 

In like manner the Poets aſcribe to Herealer many 
incredulous labors,as in killing the ſnake of Learne,mai. 
ſtering the wilde bull of 4ramenthws, clenſing Domedes 
ſtables, killing the Centaures, and ſuch toilſome works, 
that his taske- miſtreſſe ano was faine to crie out, Defeſ« 
ſo ſum iubends , and yet for all this was conquered b 
guſt, and made ſpinne on a rocke by Omphile, wi 
womens garments, 

So that b _— Ln, Goh ES 
cill to quench the raging luſt of concupiſcence, a 
chaſe — the corruption of nature, then to do theſe 
wonderfull labouts. Which thing Cicero in his Ora- 
tion Pro Atarceils dooth well remember, ſpeaking — 
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the Emperour : O C (faith hee) thou haſt ſubdued 
kingdomes , ſubiected nations, tamed the Barbarians, 
— brought them vnder the Romaine yoake, and by 
thy matchleſle and heroicall ſpirit, haſt made the Ca- 
pitoll ring of — glorious triumphes: yet notwithſtan - 
ding. to — owne ambition, to bridle furie, to tem- 

juſtice with mercie, to be humble in maieſtie, an. 
conquer the vntuly paſſion of the minde, hee that can 
do this, Nan ego cum cum ſummis viru cumparo, ſed ſimillie 
man des indico. I do not onely compare him with the 
beſt men, but I thinke him rathera God, 

By this it is manifeſt, that this Annarchre, this tebel- 
lion that is in nature , cannot ſo eaſily bee bridled and 
kept from tuſhing into diſorder , but by execution of 
lawes: and to this ende is the Magiſtrate ſer vp, andthe 
ſword of Iuſtice held out, to tame the vnrulineſſe of na- 
ture. | 

Now therefore the whole felicitie of man ſtan- 
deth in temperance , and in quelling thoſe boyling 


luſts that ſer themſelues againſt the nobleneſſe of Yer. 
me, 

= giueth two rules, to beare, and forbeare; 
the firſt, patiently to beare aduerſitie, and the bi 


of Fortune: by the ſecond to flye concupiſcence, and 
abſtaine from the will of the fleſh; and theſe are the two 
thes leading to / ertae. To conclude, there is no true 
toy without J ertoc, this is perfect honour & true nobili- 
tie: ſhe offereth her ſelf freely to euery man ſhe denieth 
none, but is open and ready to all that will ſecke her, and 
doth neither require houſe, land, or worldly wealth, 
but is content with a poore naked man : and there- 
tore ſeeing that all is vaine without her, it is a ſhame 
Ti to 
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to deſire glory by riches or birth, and not rather deſerue 
it by his owne vertue, For he that is therewith poſleſt, is 
famous in earth, glorious in the graue, and immortall in 
heauen, according to the Poet: 


Omni: roſciduls quacunq; ſub orbe Diana 
V rount,ſunt fat imteritura ſuis 

Virtus ſola ,nuori dinorum munere noſcit, 
Cumq; ſuu muſe vatibus v/que manent, 


All things that vnder Diaz: ſphere doth liue, 
or draweth breath, 

To fatall chaunge are ſubie ſure, 
and vnto greiſly death: 

But V ertue onely with the gods temaines 
immortall aye, 

Where her religious followers 
do liue in happie ſtaye. 


By Vertue the famous Camilli, Faby, & Scipiones, ate 
mounted vp aboue all earthly weakneſſe, & a memorie 
of their noble vertues cõmẽded to poſtetitie. Fot there 
is nothing in this world of ſo great price, and which 
cauſeth more to augment, then the trade of good man- 
ners. For by this meanes, not onely fathers of families 
haue taken a domeſticke forme o — — in theyr 

) houſes, by good order keeping, but alſo Kingdomes, 

/ Common. wealthes, and publique affaires, doo here 
flouriſn, and are happily maintained. And for this cauſe 
I haue willingly aduentured to moue and ſtirre the 
mind therevnto, and that with a zealous affection. And 
although I haue taken vpon mee a thing very vnſit for 


wy 
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my rude and ſmall vnderſtanding , yet 1 doubt not but 
the honeſt and vertuous will gratific and approuc this 
my ſimple endeuour : eſpecially becauſe they more 
eſteeme the preciouſneſle of / erte, then the pompious 

loric of Vice: whercin they obſcruethe counſellof the 
wiſe Heathen, who wiſheth that no man ſhould deſpiſe 
the ſimple labor ofan other man, eſpecially if he ſpeake 
good words, andgiueno offence to the weake. And 
this was Platoes diuine inſtitution amongſt many other 
ſoueraigne decrees , that it is needfull in euery Com. 
mon- wealth to preſcribe and giue order thatk benot 
permitted to any man to — any thing hee hath 
compoſed, except it be firſt peruſed and allowed by in- 
different Iudges therevnto aſſigned. If this iniunction 
wereduly oblerued, ſo many leaud bookes, vaine pam- 
phlets, and ſcurrillous ditties would not ſo eaſily paſſe, 
neither would idle wits bend themſelues to write. For 
now through the abundance of naughtie bookes, wee 
are greatly endamaged, for by learning the found doc. 
trine of good men , the baſeſt and blindeſt manner of 
writers is moſt-whatapproued. From this ſpring or 
fountain is riſen this mortall and monſtrous infection 
before noted. 

Neither is this all, forthere is a naturall rebellion, 
which like a ſore runneth ouer the whole ſo that 
if the ground of the heart be not fallowed and plough- 
ed vp, and good ſecede ſownetherein, the happineſſe 
and felicitic of man is choked hith weedes, and poyſo- 


ned with Hemplocke , iniquitie hath gotton the 
hand ſo farre, thatif we — 
of ſinne in this age, we may ſee abhomination 


ſport it ſelſe, as though there were no Cod. Drunken. 
4 ne ſſe 


Vertues (Common wealth, 


neſſe is good-fellowſhip. Whoredome and adulterie, 
youthfull prankes: Sweating, the fire of manhood: Hy- 
pocriſie, deceit and couſonage, a common ptactiſe. In 
a word, there be too many whores, too many knaues, 
too many brothel · houſes, too little labour, too much 
idleneſſe, too many Ale houſes, too litle loue, too much 
hate, too little deuotion, and too much hard · hearted 
Chriſtianitic, But I ſpeake not this to derogate ought 
from the diligence of any. Neuertheleſſe, it were to be 
wiſhed, that more care were had to execute Iuſtice on 
ſuch grieuous malefactors. If I haue done well to note 
—— is amiſſe, thou ſhalt doo much bettet to mend the 
e. 
Or f it be illandof little worth, 


If thou canſt do better, / pray ſet it forth, 


Finally, the conſideration of theſe abuſes before na- 
med,ought to ſtirrevp both ſuperiour magiſtrates, and 
inſeriout officers, to aduance Vertu, and reforme Vice: 
becauſe as the one begetteth moſt heauenly things in 
this earthly world: ſo is the other the ouetthtowe of all 
happineſſe, both here and in the life to come. The Mi- 
niſter ofthe word therefore is not exempt from this la- 
hour, for as he is the Phiſition of the ſoule, ſo is hee to 
watch ouer the ſicke patient; not ſo much to attendere 
famed} corpori, as to negligere ſalutem eccliſie, to be olde in 
yeares, and young in knowledge: to couet to be rich in 
purſe, and poore in charitie: to — pleaſures, build 
great houſes, and ſhewe no fruites by the ſequell and 
cuent that they worthily enioy their dignities:as many 
do in this age that ſtand in a ſpiritual place, are notwith- 


ſtanding mcere tempotall men, and lo rooted oe 
fleſh, 


Vertues Common-wealth. 

ficth, as they yeeld no fruites at all of the ſpitit: but th 
ought for care, conſcience, and in a nod) zeale, ho 
ding ſacred places, to labour carneſtly and officiouſly, 
to ſuppteſſe thoſe horrible euils that are ſo vſuall and 
commonly practiſed ; that by this, ſinne and wicked» 
neſſe may be aboliſhed, the true ſeruiceof God 
maintained, to his owne glory, the good of 
his Church,and the happy and peace- 
able goucrnment of this hono · 
rable Citie. 


FINIS, 


The faults eſcaped in the printing, I pray thee Reader correct 
with thy pen: for by tea on of lome earneſt bulinefle , I haute not fo nat- 


rowly looked to them as | would baue done, 


